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AMERICAN FEDERATiliri OF LABOR
AN AHl^KAL

To all Local, National, and International Trade Unions iu America.

It ia iinw Kanarally admitted bjr all niall.vwiliKiHtrilaiiil lionriit man ttiata tlioroiiBh orKmiiiwliun
of llie ciilire wurkinK tilaaa, to rauiler ciii(iUiyiii(iiii itiiil llit* iii<-hiik hI' Hiilixinifiir* nnn iirvrHriniipi by
•euuriiiK ail vqiiltablo nhara ut tha friillM of tliuir loll, la th« niiint vital iici rMiiy iif lUu |>rrh<'iii <!«>'.

'l.'u meet tuie uritaiil iicveiiaily, aiitl tu acblave (bl« DKial Uealralna reaiill, eHurla liavt* Ijeaii uimIv,
loi> nuiiirruiia la ii|i*oiry, itiid too cllveriiant U>ailiiilt of uiarn tliaii Iba iiioal icaiiaral alacalttuBlioii,

Rt ;'U'e It ta nay, thai Ibime atteinptM at urKHUliatluii wlilrb ailiiiittleil to nicinbcriihl|> the laryeit |ira-

portion af utliara tliaii wane workvia were tliuM) wlilcli wriitthe ni(i«ta|i«> cllly tolbe lliiihu ofnioTr-
lueuin that won't move; wblle.of tlii<aiirvtviiJKu>|H!rimviiti<, tlioxr whIclialHrti'il witliliiamoxlelabo-
rats amd eibauallva platforiiia of abatraot |iriiiulplaa waie tbono wbK'b gut tbu kuonaat Into fatal
voDiplli'atloiia, and toonaiil liecama eaiiauated,

In Ihu faau of au many lUaaHtroiia failurea tuaiipjily thn undinibtedly fiiatlnK popular daniand for
• prautU'Ml ineana of aolvliiu tbo icreat priibleni, Ibu iiuxry natiirallj' 9Ugf[eat« Itaalf to luauy : "WhIUk
is thu beat form of oriiaiiliHlixu for tbe people, tliu worker* ','"

We uiibeHltalliiwly aimwcr: "The orKanlaatlon uf Iba working people, by the working people,
fortha workliiK ueople—that la, the Trade I'lilon."

Tiie Trade rnloiiH are the iialurHl growth of natural laws, and from the very nature of their
beinK have ittood Ibu fnt of time and eiperluiice. Thu devttloument of the Trade t'nIoiiH, rcKorUed
bolb from the ataiidpiiiat of nuiucrlnil viimiixion anil thai or pratllcnl wurklitg, bita been nmrrrl-
ouKly rapid. Tli« Trade ( niona have dumoiutrated Ibeir ability to nope with every amergeuvy—
aaoni>mlo or |Militiual—aa It arlaea.

It la true that ainK'e irade Unlona have bei-n f>flen beiitcn In piti'lied bnttica aKainnt inperlor
fororaof united capital, hulauob dereutaare by nu nieaiiadlaaatroua; ou theoontrary, they are UMCfiii

in calliiiK Ibn attention of the workera to thu ncueaalty of tUoroUkh orKaklxatioii.of thu InevitHbla
obllKHllon of briiiKlngtbe yet MiiorKanized workera Into tbe I'liion, of unilinK the hitherto diMou-
nectuil IvUchI IJniona Into National Inloiia, auil or<'IVevtlng a yet bl"hiir unity by thvafllllation of all
National ami International l^iilona In one Kraiid J'\'deratluii,iu whiclt laobaud all trade orgauiaalioi<a
would lie "aa dlatlnetiiatbo billowa, yet one aa thu aca."

In tke work of thu organizittlun of labor, Iho ijiok« energetic, wlaext, and devoted of *, when
working Individually, cannot bo(>o to l>e aucccsitful, ~iul by comliluing our etl'orta ALI. mny. And the
oombintd at'tlon uf all the Unions wbon exerted in favor of any onu Lilian will certainly be more
aniuacioUN than tbe actlan of any one Union, no ivatlvr bow powerful H may ho, If exerted in favor
of an uiior^nnlxedi or a partially organized inaaa. '1 he Biotberliood of Paiiitera haa, wittiin a little

more tliitii onu year. Kained nearly one hundrt'd aulxirdinatu Loual Uniona, and it haa been largely
enabud to aclili^vo ihi^ ruinitrkably ritpid growth l'/ tbe aMMlNtaiice of the Brotherhood of Carpestera,
tbo Taiiora. thu Cigar Mnkera and othur alHIiHted I'liioiiHof the American Federation of Labor, thus
furnlahlng another proof, if any further proofa were ueeded by Uuluu men, that "in uulou there la
trenglh."

We aaiert that it ta the duty, aa It la alao the plain interest, of all werking people to organize aa
such, mt*ut ill couiiHcl, ami take practical atepa to eti'cct the unity of the working «.laas, sa an india-
penaahle preliminary to any auuooaafiil attempt to eliminate the evils of which we. aaaclaaa, ho bitterly
and Juatly complain. That this much deaired unity baa urvur been achieved ia owing in a great
meaauru t<i the non-recogiiitini of thu autonomy, or tite riglit of aelf-governmei't, of the aeveral
tradea. The American Kuduratiun of l.<il>or, however, avoida the fatal rock on which prevloua organ-
izationa. haviag almilar alum, have aplit, by simply keeping ia view tbia fundamental principle, as a
landmark which none but the nioal Infatuated would have ever lost Night of.

Tbe rapid and steady vrowth of the American federation of LaUir, ariaing from the afflliatinn of
previously iaolated, together with newly-formed. National Uniona; tbe catabliahment of local uaions
of various trades and callings where none licfuru exiatcd ; tbe ai>oiilaiieous formation o< Federal
Labor Uniona, compused of wage-workers following vuriuua tradta in placea where there are too few
persons employed at any particular one to allow tbe formation of Local I hIoiih of thoae tradea, thus
furnishing valuable bodiea of aiizniariea and recruits to exlating uniona upon change of aboile. tbia
steady growth ia gratifying evidence of the appreciation of tbe toiicra of tliis broa<l land of a form
of general organicathm in harmony with their iiioxt cheriahcd traclltloiia, and in which each trade
ei^oys the moat perfect liberty while securing the fulleal advantages of united action.

And now, in conciuaion. you will permit us to exproas our acknowledgement of the very moder-
ate amount of governing which baa fallen to the lot of thoae who have the honor to addreaa you.
While much uf this good fortune must be attributed to tbe iiHtiire of the federal fi im of our organ-
ization, our task has been Immeasurably lightened by the a>Hiatance uf a Ixxiy of organizers, who,
without hape of reward, except the consciouaneas of performing a sacrrd duty to their fellow work-
men, have carried the propaganda of trade unioniam into the remotest pHrls of the Continent. MiicU
of our burden baa lieen alsoeaaed by the generous co-operation of the hxcculives of National and In-
ternational Uniona. Ixith aniliiited and unafHIIated, thn latter of whom have doubtless so acted from
• conviction that within the linos of tlie Federation will be fought to the bitter end the faal-ctmiing
{crand struggle l>etween Capital and I^bor, involving the perpetuation of tbe civilization we have ao
aborioualy evolvetl. Deeply grateful as we are, for your fruternal rupport, we aliould be negligent
of the duty we owe to each and all did we not urge the fxical. .National, and International Uniuus
who have not yet Joined the merioan Federation of L«bur, to do ao without further delay.

Tours fraternally,
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