
W'liiii ilic wilts of tlic MontrtMl ('(-imp.my had r< aclit-il an txtciit ni say -iii.ouo

iiiiks. tlif Piiiiuiiiun rcli7;rai»li Coiiipany ua> orfjanizcd. by Toiniiti) -fiulcimii iiiuniIv.

ii) 1871. and prorci'dcil lo cst.dili^li a systt-ni ni wires t<i tlie pi intipal places in ( Intano

and (_<uc'l)L'C. liy l^7s ii had cxtfiidt-d its lints to the Maiitinie runinccs. and al the

clo'-i' (if that year hoastcd 41;^ titlice>, winch was credilaMe to its cnli ipusc ami push.

Hut inaiicxd h.'iir Us nianai,'ciiu nt tlecided. ars a bid for popniaiits and Imsiiicss, to

riihicf lato between its innsi distant points in Ontario and ijutbec, iioiii J5 cents

the tii^nrt' at which the older company had \oluntarily |i)aced Us t.iiill to 20 ci'iits lor

ten words. This, considenii'; the enortuoiis distances many niessaf,'es hail to lu' sent,

was too low a rale, and both comjiaiiies lost money. Thev were crippled, iiuketl, .iiid

could not aflord to make much-disired extensions into new territors. In iSSo, tlu.ie-

fore, the Dominion Company leased Us lines to the Western rmon d'eltif^raph

Company, the exteiiMve and wealthy concern thai had covercii the rnited States with

it^ wires. In the next year tin Montreal Telegraph Company handed over its wires

under lease to the dreat Ndrth-W estern Teles^'raph Company, a Cana<iian orj^'am/Htion,

with head oflices at 'I'nroiuo, of which Mr. I--rasliis W'iman is president, and Mr. II. I'.

]'wi;,du. manat,'inf,' director. Tlii> company at the >ame time arrant^ed lo sublet ilie

Dominion Company^ wires Iroin the Westert! L'luon. and for the last ten years it has

worked the exlensivi' system of lines erected f>y lM3th thc»se companies 40,000 miles of

Wirt and 1.700 ollices— sj>readin,L; over li\e provinct> of the Dominion and parts of New
'^'ork and .Michigan, lu >Kles erecting considerable additions to them. It restored the

rate to J3 cents pei ten word mcss.ige. with even lower night r.Ues. and a r.ite of 1;;

cents lietween pl;ices 12 miles ^r less apart.

The W'l'Slern I'liion Company ot the Cnited Mat-js sends a telegr. n fuc hiindied

miles for a i]iiarler-(lollar : and this we are told is considered .i marvel of clu'apiiess.

Dut the Cneat Ni irth-\\ Cslerii Company of Canada sends ,1 message over iwebe

liundri d miles lor a iiuarler-dollar. which i'^ surely the cl)eaj)est telegraph)- 111 the

world. N'owliere on the biiropean continent, at any rate, is there so low a tantV, dis-

tance considered. .\n<i twentydive cents is the maxininni rate. Tin \ iced 'resident

and (jeneral Manager of this Company, Mr. H. V. Dwiyln. has bitii lonnected with

telegrajiln- ill Canada since 1S47. lie was long tlie Western .SiipernUeiideiit of the

Montreal (.\)mi)any. and to Ins foresight and energy much of thi> remarkable diiveloi)-

nient is due. This company controls some 40,000 miles of wire, besides its own

wires in Manitoba. lis foreign connections are the Western Ciiioii Telegraph, and

the •• Ani,do," •' Diie( l." " .Xmericm." and " b'rench " Cable Ccjinpanies.

l!ul this Company, loo, has telt severely of later years the ellecl-. of competition.

Its li\e. modern, and aggressive competitor is the Canadian I'acilic Telegraph. The

charter ol that great railw.iy containeil a clause enabling it to do commercial ti'legr.iphv .

and this was taken advantage of with all the promptness and ihoroughiiess that char-

acterizes the 1 'riisideiit, Mr. \ an lloiiu'. himself a former telegraj)her. In Sept( iiiber,

I'^'^f), the C. r, Iv'. Telegraph was opened for business, with 140 oflices in ()nlaiio. 2 in

<Juebec.(jo m Manitoba, too in the North-West Territories, and 34 in British Columbia,
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