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By working together we can all ensure that television, which 
is a guest in our home, can be a positive influence on our young 
people.

From now on, someone accused of sexual assault who can 
prove that he was so drunk as to be almost insane or acting on 
impulse will be able to evade his responsibilities.

Nevertheless, common sense tells us that someone who 
commits a crime as serious as sexual assault after he has 
voluntarily consumed too much alcohol or drugs cannot use his 
state of mind as an excuse or to seek lenient treatment from the 
court.

[Translation]

BLOC QUEBECOIS FUNDRAISING

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle): Mr.
Speaker, last week, the hon. member for Richelieu presented a 
motion to change the party fundraising process at the federal 
level. In fact, this was nothing but window dressing to conceal 
the Bloc’s own fundraising habits and lack of transparency.

While all federal political parties comply with the Canada 
Elections Act and make their list of donors public, the Official 
Opposition hides behind a special provision of the act to avoid 
disclosing information that the public is entitled to.

This guilty silence on contributions received by the Bloc 
Québécois and its list of donors lets an uncomfortable element 
of doubt hang over its funding sources.

• (1410)

On behalf of the thousands of women who have been raped, 
will the federal government amend the Criminal Code? That is 
the question which the Minister of Justice must answer as soon 
as possible!

[English]

REFORM PARTY
Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island): Mr. Speaker, next week the 

Reform Party will be holding its democratic assembly here in 
Ottawa. In sharp contrast with this place, voting will be fast and 
easy. The expected 1,500 delegates will vote electronically and 
the results will be known in about 30 seconds.

Although I cannot invite all members of the House to come to 
observe, I extend the invitation to you, Mr. Speaker. Please 
come and see how a modem, efficient organization operates. 
Come and see for yourself that in policy and in process we are 
ready to form the government and to bring a new measure of 
efficiency, competency and accountability to the governance of 
this great country.

With the national debt now at $533,082,058,000 and the 
dollars and cents growing more rapidly than I can speak, Reform 
has become the only hope for the country.

SWEARING IN OF LISE BACON IN THE SENATE

Mrs. Eleni Bakopanos (Saint-Denis): Mr. Speaker, I am 
very pleased to speak on behalf of all Liberal members from 
Quebec and point out that Lise Bacon is now a senator.

Mrs. Bacon is one of the most respected and credible politi­
cians in Quebec. She was elected in 1973 to the Quebec National 
Assembly, where she did a brilliant and effective job in the most 
senior positions.

For a long time, the former Deputy Premier of Quebec has 
recognized the benefits for Quebec of belonging to the Canadian 
federation and she never hesitated to promote federalism.

Mrs. Bacon’s presence in the Canadian Senate will mean one 
more voice for all those who do not identify with the Bloc 
Québécois’s separatist stance.
[English]

Welcome, Lise, and thank you for joining us in promoting a 
united and prosperous Canada that is the envy of all the world.

CANADIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACT
Mr. Barry Campbell (St. Paul’s): Mr. Speaker, the govern­

ment made a commitment to add sexual orientation as a prohib­
ited ground of discrimination to the Canadian human rights 
code. It has already introduced Bill C-41 which would address 
the issue of sentencing in crimes where hate is a motivating 
factor.

We have done these things because they are right and decent 
things to do. Amending the code is a matter of fundamental 
justice and equality. The goal of the Canadian Human Rights Act 
is not to confer special rights on anyone but rather to ensure 
equal rights for everyone. These measures are consistent with 
our commitment to attack hatred and discrimination and pro­
mote tolerance in our society.

In this House where our currency is words, we must never 
forget their power. They can be used to empower and embrace or

[Translation]

CRIMINAL CODE

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec): Mr. Speaker, members 
of the Bloc Québécois reacted with amazement to the Supreme 
Court decision, based on the Charter of Rights, which admits 
extreme drunkenness as a legitimate defence for sexual assault.


