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our to promote universal peace and the
improvement of social and economic condi-
tions everywhere and for all.

For those reasons, Mr. Speaker, seconded
by the hon. member for Springfield (Mr.
Weselak), I have the honour to propose:

That the following address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General of Canada:

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Vincent
Massey, C.H., Governor General and Commander-
in-Chief of Canada.

May it please Your Excellency:

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the House of Commons of Canada, in parlia-
ment assembled, beg leave to offer our humble
thanks to Your Excellency for the gracious speech
which Your Excellency has addressed to both
houses of parliament.

(Text):

Mr. A. B. Weselak (Springfield);: Mr.
Speaker, when the message of the Prime
Minister (Mr. St. Laurent) inquiring whether
I would second the address in reply to the
speech from the throne was relayed to me at
the United Nations in New York, realizing
the gravity of the present situation and the
serious threat to world peace, I could not
help but feel grateful that I could in Canada
help initiate this debate and assist in the
opening of this special session of the Cana-
dian House of Commons which has been
called for the purpose of carrying through
and assisting in the work of the United
Nations, work designed to avert war in the
Middle East where world peace is seriously
threatened; a session also called for the pur-
pose of assisting refugees from a region in
Europe from which my own ancestors came
to Canada and from which many of my con-
stituents and their parents also came to
Canada. They came here to find opportunity
and freedom which they have found and now
value so highly.

I therefore thank the Prime Minister and
his cabinet for the honour bestowed upon
me, and, through me, on the people of the
constituency of Springfield.

To the hon. member for Rimouski (Mr.
Legare) who has had the honour of moving
this address I tender my heartiest congratula-
tions upon his splendid presentation.

Having witnessed for the past two weeks
the proceedings of the general assembly of
the United Nations as a member of the Cana-
dian delegation, I cannot refrain from
attempting to impress upon this house the
gravity and seriousness of the problems
facing the assembly, and their complexity.

I feel satisfied that the United Nations has
in the past month stopped a major conflict in
the Middle East. This was not easily accom-
plished. Hon. members will recall that in the
emergency sessions of the security council
and the general assembly held late in October

81537—2

The Address—Mr. Weselak

and early this month, England and France
opposed resolutions of the security council
calling for a cease fire and for prompt with-
drawal of all troops, and subsequently in the
general assembly, against a large majority of
the members, voted against a similar
resolution.

Obviously Britain and France felt that
they could not leave the Suez area until some
other solution was found to protect and
assure the passage of ships through the canal,
which is so vital to their economy. At this
stage it appeared as though the United
Nations, facing a supreme test, had failed.

Canada had abstained from voting on the
resolution, but in explaining her reason for
so doing, the chairman of the Canadian
delegation, the Secretary of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs, (Mr. Pearson), suggested that
a United Nations emergency force be estab-
lished and that this force be sent to the
Middle - East to secure and supervise the
cessation of hostilities in accordance with the
instructions received by it from time to time
from the United Nations.

This suggestion of the Secretary of State
for External Affairs was immediately seized
upon by members of the United Nations and
he was urged to formulate and propose a
resolution implementing his suggestion. This
was done and the resolution received general
acceptance and support and was supported by
both England and France. The support given
to this resolution is indicated by the fact that
of a membership of 76, 57 voted in favour of
the resolution, 19 abstained, and none were
opposed.

This resolution was passed on November 4
and a cease fire went into effect on No-
vember 6. On November 7 the general assem-
bly voted to set up immediately the interna-
tional force to be known as the United
Nations emergency force. An advisory com-
mittee of seven nations in which Canada was
included was established to assist the secre-
tary general in his efforts to solve the many
problems which faced him in establishing
this unique force, the first of its kind in
world history. It is a tribute to Canada that
Major General Burns has been appointed by
the secretary general of the United Nations
to assume command of this special force.

The matter of our contribution to the
United Nations force as well as its functions
and authority are solely matters for deter-
mination by the United Nations itself and
are not matters for determination by any one
country, group of countries or the recipient
country. In our support of the United Nations
we must accept its decisions in this respect.
Our support of the United Nations must be
such that we will in the interest of world



