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Unemployment Relief

Noon .

e yedtgfanglme Minister has intimated that
give i ::‘OVérnment. would be prepared to
Years' ing was the equivalent of two or three

4 . erest that would not have accrued
three yeajlrm"pﬁovemenfts taken place two or
gwemmen: hence. Is that all the federal
Inuniciml"t' 15 prepared to give to those
undetrtal; lties which at the present time may
of me.;. improvements for the sole purpose

g work for their unemployed?

M‘ {
cl&sel;i BENNETT: The door would not be
to cases of that kind.

Mr,
undertalifAcPS:- A_vmvun»icipal‘ity may wish to
PUIpose of erta-.m‘ improvements for the sole
t probab] providing work for its unemployed.
im'pPOvem ey would not have undertaken those
eMergency nf;s at all had there not been an
time, T ambBICh- as there is at the present
al i O‘r t‘lhndmed to think that the giving
Such improy ree years’ interest charges for
Municipglit ements will be no inducement for
Character i? to undertake works of that
D o .aid the fedhe'rgl government, wishes
COnstryction © to municipalities undertaking
ing relief fo work for the purpose of provid-
in the fvo'rmr ?‘m'p-loy?nent, that aid should be

Der con of contributing say, one third or

0t of the cost of such work.

Mr,
i well ?£§§§TT: I think the suggestion
edera] auth - But I explained that as the
id not e ority had not the machinery and
Vestigate eaoiose to set up machinery to in-
e pTOViucC of these various claims, whereas
Posed 4, ues_l_lad the facilities, it was pro-
Staff gpq knnt’hze the provincial authorities’
fMmeny, owledge; and if a provincial gov-
the hon made a report along such lines as
Poseq t(; %ﬁ{ltlerpan has suggested I am dis-
reat cons'énk it should be entitled to very
Promjgq 11 eration. I would not make a
Wholly, im)ecaus‘l I think that would be a
D0t ¢]pg dproper thing to do, but the door is
€d to favourable consideration.

M, A
DONNEYI Y. 1%y fart of this

bwenty i
oy i
farmErs?rmlhon dollars to be used to help the

M,
the repi‘];]NNETT’ It will be observed in
Ugust 91 Ia?de by the council which met on
Whick migh at a recommendation was made
me&ning g4t be COns_trued to involve that very
i o gg o™ 10 it The bill will provide
b Al proportion of the fund may be
0§ ie burpose of assisting in defraying
PUrpogeq instrlbutlox} as well as for various
$o forthCODnectlon with farm, forest, mines
Mengy; S he provision meets the recom-
" made by the conference.

Mr. DONNELLY: I ask the question for
the reason that I have received a telegram
from the business men and farmers of my con-
stituency inquiring whether anything has been
done or whether it is the intention of the
government to do anything in relation to the
cost of production, with a view to safeguard-
ing the investments of the farmers and not
forcing them to join the ranks of the un-

employed.

Mr. BENNETT:
copy of the telegram..

Mr. IRVINE: I wish to ask a question of
the Prime Minister, and so that there may be
no misunderstanding as to the purport of it
I will spend just a few minutes explaining it.
The Prime Minister has been so frank with
the house in regard to the purpose of the
legislation proposed that there is no room for
misunderstanding. He is not offering this
legislation as an ultimate cure for unemploy-
ment, but as something distinctly palliative
in character. But even as a palliative I
fancy it would have to give real relief. In my
opinion there can be no real relief of unem-
ployment unless there is an increase in purchas-
ing power. The only way to give people more
work is to enable the people of Canada to
buy more goods in order that there may be
some need for them to engage in further work.
The expenditure of twenty millions proposed
is to be taken from the consolidated revenue
fund. That fund must be maintained by a
tax on the pockets of the people. Therefore
there cannot possibly be an increase in pur-
chasing power, for every farmer who pays a
share of the $20,000,000 in taxation must buy
that much less in goods than he would other-
wise be able to purchase. So that the only
thing that is being done is that something
is being taken from people who have already
too little and being given to assist people
who now have nothing. That may be all
right; I have no objection to making the
sacrifice. But I want to point out that this
legislation will not be really even a palliative
nationally considered, if it is financed in the
way suggested in the resolution. I would ask
the Prime Minister if he would not consider
financing this expenditure in exactly the same
way as was done in connection with the Cana-
dian Northern and the Grand Trunk Pacific
and in connection with certain necessary ex-
penditures of the government of that day
under Sir Robert Borden, while Sir Thomas
White was Minister of Finance. I have here
the statute providing for an expenditure of
$26,000,000, which was issued in Dominion

I should like to see a



