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pire, in the way of producing food, stimu-
lating industry, and developing our mines
and fisheries. Although we havçe kept the
National Service Commission out of this
Bi, I was thinking tha>t every exemption
deait with in this clause .of exemptions by
the judge should be sent, with full infor-
mation, on a card, te eome authority,
where it could be deait with, because every
one knows the National Service cards were
filled up ln a very unsatisfactory manner.
The National Service Commission cannot
accomplish anything with the carde,
signed as thev have been. Why not take
this opportunity, with this big organiza-
tion which will be established ahl over
Canada-and maybe outside of Canada, for
somes people went away without reason-
,and get these cards, and ail information
obtained by the National Service Commis-
sion, and we may have the conscription of
wealth, or agriculture or industry, what-
ever we may caîl it, and have machinery
that will direct our people where they can
go in order te render the best service te
the couiatry and te humanity. That is the
first consideration -and if we do not want
to face a great shortage of food something
of this kind must be done. And this short-
age will not take place in Canada only.
Everybody kno>ws, considering wha 't is tak-
ing place every-where, that we may have
to face a shortage of food ail over the
world. We may .face ehortage of every
production in ôther countries, and we may
have the manufacturers pr9-ducing pro-
ducts that are mot useful. 'If we-insert a
provision on the very first page of this
Bill that agriculture and industry shahl
be the fir.st consideration te be deait
with by the Government, then we can
use the full strength of the nation.
The first consideration should be, not the
farmer himself, but that which. is produced
by the f armer. I ar n ot claiming exemp-
tion for the f armer; I'am claiming what
may be called the conscription of agricul-
ture for the benefit of the people of this
Dominion. When I put At that way, I do
not think that hon. gentlemen can attribute
to my words any other senee than that in
which I utter theru. One gentleman has
said that such a course would be an insuit
to the farmers. .I do mot see why. If it la
admitted thàt we should conscript for the
army; that we should conscript wealth,
agriculture, industry; then I say that agri-
culture is the first to be taken care of. If a
farmer should mot be producing enough, iA
would be'the duty of a judge to say: You
are not producing- what you should; you go

to the war, and we will put another man li
your place. The resuit would be the pro-
duction of what is necessary to feed the
people. I do not -consider that this would
be an insiult to the farmèr, and I challenge
those who oontend that such is the intention
of my amendment. My desire is that there
shýal be put on the farms ail the hands
available te work the lands properly and
ensure a maximum amount of production
throughout the country.

Mr. MARCIL: In the centre of Canada -
f arming is a basic industry, and ail over
flanada agriculture is important, but there
are parts of the country where mining or
fishing are of the first importance. As I
understand the expianation of the Solicitor
Generai, no man can dlaim exemption
because of bis calling, but any maji who
cannot be repiaced may be exempted
because of the importance of the.services
which he renders here. This principle, I
understand, is based upon the principle
adopted in England. A man in any calling,
therefore, may be exempted, and a man in
any calling rnay be forced to go to the front.

Mr. MEIGHEN: It would be hardly cor-
rect to use these words with regard to ex-
ceptions, but using themn with regard to
exemptions, my hion. friend's understandiné
is quite correct.

Mr. OLIVER: The subclause that we are
now discussing is an exemption provision;
it is a provision to enable everybody te be
exesnpted. There is no necessity for the
fcllowing .subclauses in the section, because
tbiis subelause covers everything and every-
body. In section 2 provision is made f ar
the compul&ory service of everybody, and
in section il provision is made for the ex-
emption of everybody. This is supposed
to be a deliberative body, responsible te the
people for the resuit of legisiation passed
with the authority of the House. We are
told that -the purpose ol this Bill is selective
conscription, but after over an hour's dis-
cussion we have flot a scintilla of informa-
tion as te what the selection is going te be,
or on what basis it is going to be made.
Parliarnent is asked te endorse -a Bill of that
character, affecting the lives and the honour
of 100,000 of its citizens., le the Solicitor
General serious when he tells us that there
is to be ifo regulation by authority oi Par-
liament of the conduct of tribunals under
this section?

Mr. MEIGHEN: I was quite serions
when I told the committee what I diýd tell
It, but'I did not say what my hon. friend


