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lune tbrough an unsettird country, wit l is
heavy grades, with its many disadvantages,
and only -expected to be operated at a Urne
when you cannot have access to fthe sea
shorter tilan to cross tbrougb thle province,
is going *to be furnisbed wîtb trains botil
local and tbrougb in almost embarrassig
abundance.

Mr. CLARKE. What paper is that from ?
Ho n. Mr. BLAIR. Well, I do flot like to

single out one paper more than another-
Hon. Mr. ROSS (Victoria, N.S.) What-

paper is Lt ?
Hon. Mr. BLAIR. Weil, it is the Toronto

'Globe,' if you wisil f0 know.
Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Hon. Mr. BLAIR. But there is a final,

and to my mind a conclusive answer to this
whole proposition; one wilicb was well witii-
in the power of the government, and one
wbich îvas weli known to ail who were
concernied in promoting this ýenterprise. In
ft1e course of the correspondence which I
had witb the Prime Minister, I cai'ied at-
tention to the consideration I am now about
f0 speak of; I did more, at an earlier stage
when tlils question was flrsf mooted I took
occasion in fthe Railway Commiftee of fthe
flouse f0 express the strongest and most
decided objection to f bis enterprise being
carried down througb the center of New
Brunswick f0 Moncton, and I stafed fibre
was no occasion for it, because, wilatever
traffic there wouid be brought over the
Grand Trunik Paciflc Raiiway to Quebec
whicbl was seeking an outlef by our Atlantic
ports, there was a simple, and easy, and
prudent m'ethod by wilicil that object could
be aftnined, and I was safisfied that there
would be no difficulty whatever in arrang-
ing witil the Grand Tru.nk Pacific Raiiway,
if If came f0 that, the making of an agree-
ment befween fthe Infercolonial Railway and
ftle Grand Trunk Pacific Raiiway for a
sinmple exehange of traffic. It is possible
and more than possible; it ls probable and
more than probable; if is absolutely certain
filat sucil a tblng could be arranged. Wlien
thus question was being discussed in the
Railway Committee and when I was stating
my objection f0 it, I fook occasion f0 ask
Mr. Hays, file manager of fthe Grand Trunk
Railway, whetber la bis opinion tilere would
be fthe sligbfesf diffidulfy on bis part or on
file part of ftle Grand Trunk Pacific Railway
Comnpany iu making a fair, and reasonable,
aud just arrangement witb file Intercolonial
Railway for the carniage of ail traffic fhcy
miglit have f0 bandie from Quebec f0 Hali-
fax nnd Sf. John, and Mr. Hays's answer
was :nof file slighfest difllculty ln file worid.
Now, Sir, under thaf arrangement ftle fraffic
could be carried as advantageously for fthe
Intercolonial Railway and as beneficialiy
for ail concerned; nay, more advantageously
and more beneflcially filan if could be carried
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by afly new railway thaf couid .possihly be
consfrucfed or by any other means filan tilat
of file Infercelonial Railway ltself. There
is no manner of doubf af ail, thaf file Inter-
colonial Raiiway wlth its present splendid
equipment, and wifh ifs officers and every
f orm of macbinery a-dapted for file purpose,
could transfer thus freigilf down ýat rates
lowec than is possible under any other new
sysfem, I do nof care wbaf it may be. If file
interests of :the country required thaf this
traffic silould be carried at cosf, wily, Sir,
iufinifeiy better is if f0, take file sunî whicil
miigilf be cequired for fiat purpose ouf of
the excilequer of fthe country, fian f0 ioad
uis up wifb $15,000,000 or $17,0000,000 of debt
iii order to build anotiler railway. If yoÙ
wanfed f0 enfonce file idea of file utilizafion
of fthe Canadian ports La the winter season
as an ouflef for western traffic, wily nof do if
lu thaf way by a suhsidy, rather filan by
spending your money wholesale ln a useless
and unjustiflable mannýer. I believe, Sir, filat
ain arrangement could be made wifbout diffi-
culty wilerby a fair profit could ho hiad
l)enlaps, upon sucil business as did offer. 1
arn not so sanguine about business f0 any
extenf offe'ning in filaf way, but if Lt did
offer file Intercolonial Raiiway would be
aille f0 fake if. If would increase the ton-
nage of file Infercolonial Railway, Increase
ifs receipts, ufîlize ifs macilinery wliceb is
available for file purpose and you would
have no question of any responsîbilify iii
connection wlth sucil an outside undertkig
as is now f0 ho forced upon us by file policy
of ftle governm-eaf. I venture f0 say that
that suggestion bias iiof been made f0 file
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. I do not
think if bias ever been made f0 Mr. Hays
ofiler flian as I made Lt in file Railway Comn-
mittee of file Hlouse of Commons. I flîink
tilat if if bad been made f0 hlm lie would
have readily avalled of if; bie wouid bave
giadly accepted some sucil plan as thaf so
as not f0 be compelled, under lease or other-
wL5O, f0 operafe this Une 0f railway whici
lm now projecfed. AIl filaf would be neces-
sary f0 do would be f0 embody à clause
in fus Bih, or if you like you could
come f0 an agneement before you comn-
mifted file goverament irrevocably fu file
underfaking ; you could bave corne f0 an
agreement wifb file Grand Trunk Pacific
Railway and bave file maffen seffled flnally
and deflnifely for ail fimie.

I fblnk if would bave been well-and fuis
is ail filet I shall say on fus brancil 0f file
subjecf-if file governmenf were impressed
as fbey appear f0, bave been impressed wifh
file possibilify of operaflng a railway f0 ad-
vanfage f0, carry western fraffic f0 file pprts
of Sf. JTohn and Halifax, If would bave been
well for file goverament f0 have corne f0
sucil an arrangement as I bave suggesfed
rather filan f0, decîde on file proposition
wiîe iii now hefore file flouse. My right
lion. fiend La file course of bis speech fold
ns tilaf commercial cons1derations were nof
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