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FIRST SESSION, FIFTH PARLIAMENT.

T HE FoURTH PARLIAMENT of the Dominion, which had
been prorogued from the 17th day of May, 1882, and

thence from time to time, was dissolved by Proclamation
on the 18th day of May, 1882; and, Writs having been issued
and returned, a new Parliament was summoned to meet for
the Despatcb of Business, on Thursday, the 8th day of
February, 1883, and did accordingly meet on that day.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS,
TirUnSAY, 8th February, 1883.

On which day, being the first day of the meeting of the
First Session of the Fifth Parliament, for the Despateh of
Business,-John George Bourinot, Esquire, Clerk of the
House of Commons, Donald William Macdonell, Gustavus
William Wicksteed, HenrylHartney, ard François Fortunat
Rouleau, Esquires, Commissioners appointed by Dedimus
Potestatem for administering the Oath to Members of the
IHouse of Gommons, all attending according to their duty ;-
Richard Pope, Esquire, Clerk of the Crown in Chancery,
delivered to the said John George Bourirot a book contain-
ing a list of the names of the Members retuirnel to serve in
his Parliament.

The aforesaid Comnissioners did administer the Oath to
the Members who were present, which being done and the
Members having subscribed the Roll containing the Oath,
they repaired to their seats.

A Message was delivered by iéné Edouard ÇKimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black R'd • ,
Gentlemen,

The Honorable Sir William Johnstone Ritchie, Deputy Governor,
desires the immediate attendance of this Honorable House in the Senate
Chamber.

Accordingly, tho House vent up to the Senate, when the
Speaker of the Senate said:

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate, and
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

The Honorable Sir William Johnstone Ritchie, Deputy Governor, does
not see fit to declare the causes of summoning the present Parliament
until a Speaker of the House of Commons shall have been chosen ac-
cording to law, but to-morrow, at three o'clock in the afternoon, theV
causes of calling this Parliament will be declared.V

And the House being returned, t

ELECTION OF A SPEAKER. o
c

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, addressing himself to the r
Cleik, said: Mr. BoURINoT, I -have the honor to propose a
that George Airey Kirkpatrick, Esq., the member rep- o
resenting the Electoral Distriet of the County of 
Frontenac, do take the Chair as Speaker of this louse. ti
To those of this Iouse who sat in former Parliaments I need g
say very little about the qualifications of the hon. member a
for Frontenac for this important position. He has been in h
Parliament since 1870. He succeeded my revered friend, p
his own father, who sat in Parliament until his death, and
he has represented that county ever since. Four times he b
lias received the confidence of the electors of Frontenac, b
and I believe, indeed I know and am well assured, that hist
conduct during the period ihe las been in Parliament bas in

1

gained for him the esteem, I might almost say the affection,
of bis brother members. le lias been an active member
of Parliament since 1870; he bas paid great attention to
the business of the House, in the House and in Committee;
he is, I believe, thoroughly versed in the practice of Parlia.
ment, and in every respect, Mr. Bourinot, I do not think I
eau present any name more acceptable to this House than
that of George Airey Kirkpatrick, Esq., the lon. member for
Frontenac.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). Mr. BoURIN>T,
-I have much pleasure lE seconding the motion of the
hon. Premier of the Government for the election of Mr.
George Kirkpatrick as Speaker of this House. As ny lion.
collengue has just said, those who have sat with Mr. Kirk-
patrick during the last ten or twelve years know how useful
a member of this Hiouse lie has been, and especially as mem-
ber of the leading committees in which the affairs of the
country are considered before being submitted to this
H1use. I should say Ihat after the bon. gentleman who
has, during the last Parliament, presided over the proceed-
ings of this House with so much dignity and honor for
himself as well as for this House, which had elected
him, we could scarcely have found a member who would
have presided over this House with greater dignity than t ie
hon. member wh om we iow propose. It is truo that the
hon. gentleman, Mr. IKiikpatrick, is not as conversant with
the French as with ie English language ; nevertheleis, t
think I may state that the hon. gentleman understandi
French well enough to follow the debates, and, when occa-
sion occurs, to decide questions of order whieli may
present themselves. I an convinced that the hon. member,
who received part of bis education in the Province of Que-
bec, will bu happy to avail himself of this opportanity of
acquainting himself with the elegant French language,
which we speak freely, and that betre long ho will be able
to express himsolf in French as we, the Freneh members of
this flouse, express ourselves in English. I lope, Mr.
Bourinot, that this motion, will receive the unanimnous con-
currence of this House.

Mr. BLAKE. Ten years ago it was the duty of the hon.
gentleman who is the leader cf the Government--filling the
same situation which he now fills-to discharge the samo
duty, which lie las just now discharged, in proposing the
selection of a Speaker to preside over our deliberations. It
was his duty to perform that office under circumstances
very similar to those under which Le las discharged it
o-day. As First Minister of the preceding Parliament, he
was called upon to ask the House to assent to the election
of a Speaker. laving obtained the confidence of the
ountry at the preceding election, he felt called upon to
move that Parliament should elect the old Speaker, to
advise the House as to the coure it should pursue. lis
'pening remarks to-day were so very similar to those with
whichli e had opened bis address on that former occasion
hat I supposed we were to have the same speech alto-
etber; but the conclusion differs. Allow me to recall the
ttention of those few of us who sat here thon to what the
on. gentleman said, and the rule of conduct which he pro-
osed to lay down. le said :
" To those hou. gentlemen who had sat under his (Ur. Cock-

urn's) gîidance, as Speaker of the House, during the last Parliament,
e (Sir John) need not address any arguments to press his daims for
bat important office. Five years ago ho was elected to l6 1it and he
Sir John) believed that during that time he had performed has duties
a manner acceptable to the House and to the country. He might say


