
from the previous year and outside investment dropped offi'

More recent events, however, have given some grounds for cautious optimisui. The
government seema commltted to hold elections this year. Both the law on pelitical prisand on-
elections, the two main pieces of the legal framework needed for elections, have now been
passed. Both reflect most of the concerns of the international community (both the key donors
and the ASEAN countries>, includlng the nced for rules giving the National Election Conimittee

(NE) idepndece nlurm the cleetion process. The international comnt is now
essentially satisfied with the adequacy of the framework as the basis for free, fair and credil
elections.6 The goverrument bas welcomed outside assistance lu preparing for them and says it
also welcores <utside monitors.

Tfhe National Assembly decided to hold the elections on July 26, 1998, two months afier
the ate nde disussin i much of 1997, but still justifiable on technical grounds (in part

becusean ccetabe lgalfi-mewrk ookconsiderable tme to develop). While the date is stili
ambitious, given the need to establish the electoral machinery, register voters, parties, and
candidates, and may cas oitc problems if the rains by that tiue are significant, Cambodian

and ntenatonalobsrves apearto ee te nw dte a a easnabl coproise
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