
Promote improved environmental management at the municipal level, including through 
information exchange among local communities, the development of environmentally sound 
technology and the promotion of partnerships to facilitate, as appropriate, technology 
transfer, capacity building, including the strengthening  of local institutions and services, and 
support for initiatives such as the World Bank Clean Air Initiative and IDB programs in this 
area; 

Advance hemispheric conservation of plants, animals and ecosystems through, as 
appropriate: capacity building, expanding partnership networks and information sharing 
systems, including the Inter-American B io diversity Network; cooperation in the fight against 
illegal trade in wildlife; strengthening of cooperation arrangements for terrestrial and marine 
natural protected areas, including adjacent border parks and important areas for shared 
species; support for regional ecosystem conservation mechanisms; the development of a 
hemispheric strategy to support the conservation of migratory wildlife throughout the 
Americas, with the active engagement of çivil society; and the promotion the objectives and 
the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN Convention to 
Combat Desertification; 

Promote the adoption of concrete and urgent actions towards the implementation of 
sustainable forest management; promote policies, practices, incentives and investment in 
support of sustainable forest management, building on existing hemispheric initiatives and 
cooperation, as well as support the UN Forum on Forests and its program of work; 

Reaffirm our commitment to advancing environmental stewardship in the area of energy by 
advancing policies, practices, transference of and access to technologies, that are 
economically efficient and take the environmental impacts of energy development and use 
into account; and endorse and support the work of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative in this 
area; 

Promote the development of environmentally sound exploitation and management of 
minerals and metals, recognizing the importance of the social and economic dimensions of 
the activities of the milling sector, and support the work of regional and international fora in 
this area; 

10. AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Recognizing the fimdamental importance of agriculture as a way oflife for millions of rural families 
of the Hemisphere as well as the role it plays in the creation of prosperity as a strategic sector in our 
socio-economic system and taking note of the importance of developing its potential in a marner 
compatible with sustainable development that would ensure adequate treatment and attention to the 
rural sector: 
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