
ttwarning." The massive invasion had begun over 12 hours carlier. Furthermore, Lie had
learned about the attack from, the US, through a midnight cail on June 24 from the US Assistant
Secretary of State for International Organization. After receiving confirmation from UN field
observers, the Secretary-General did at least validate the allegations of aggression (a useful
contribution in itselt) and implored the Council to take action (which it did because the Soviet
Union was absent and therefore unable to use its veto right).

It was only with the arrivai of the proactive Secretary-General Dag Hammarslcjold that
Article 99 was applied vigorously and rigorously. The most important case was in the Congo.
In January 1960, Hammarskjold made a tour of many African states, especially the newly
emerging states. He personally found that the Congo, due to receive its independence from
Belgium a few months later, was ill-prepared for self-government.'6 Furthermore, the UN's
Bureau of Technical Assistance Operations raised serious doubts about "the future of the new
republic as an integrated nation."' Demonstrating his ability to "meet trouble half way, " he sent
his very capable Undersecretary-General for Special Political Affairs, Ralph J. Bunche, to


