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Participants were asked to def ine the attributes of a go0d ôr bad tra& deal,from their

pe rspective. Responses were no t fQc used on the precise can`ten t of a deal, so rnuch,as on

the likely effects of it and the existence of variaus forms of. "safeguards.'4 Of ptïmary

concern, however; was. that people thoughtI -chat to datermine'if a free trado deal was a

"gaod" one, it ^would be importarit to know what was in it and what it was going to cov er.

The cvncern far information was aga -in pararnourst. A5 one participant put- it, "You can*C

make an intelligent decision until you have all of the facts."

A good deal was seerr to have to be. to Canada's Advantage economically, in terms of

ernplop•ment,..lowOr prïçes, the dollar and :the econoMy "ouerall. SpecificAlly, Concern was

expressed a . bout protection for Canada's natiaral r0sources -and environrhent. There also

was a sense arnong participants tha t for a deal to he good, it had to. be fair and balanced,

ând that C anada should not have to make a11 of- the concessions. Maintenance o f contrnl

over social programs wa5 also raisi^d, as was the issue-of exclusions. One 8rantford group

participant ternarked that "lt's not the inclusions but the exclusions that matter." In this

c0rrtext, some Ontario group partxc,rpants p6inted Co Agriculture and the autohlotive

sector (Auto Pact) as 'areas that shàuld be excluded from adeai for it to he-gnod for

Canada.

Descriptions of the attributes of a bad deal were presented with reference to the

attributes of a good deai. Absence of these attributes would mean that the deal was a

bad one for Canada.

1. The average Canadian artcl stakehôlder credibility

Reflecting their own perceptions -as noted abQvé, focus group participants fe.lt that

the average . Canadian will be ab €e to tell if . a free trade deal is good or bad by

knowing or determinirrg how it is going to affec t th^rn personally. Once aga in, jo bs,

the setUrity of -one's own job, wages, and whether goods will be cheaper or more

-expertsive for the averag^- Car, adian, were ment ioned.. 5everal also pinpointed - the

effect orr' the value of the C.anadian dollar as a:n importarit factor. in shc^rt, as one

Brantford participant said:.'a,is it gding to tnak6 all that mutéh difff^rettce when you go

t6hny so rnething?"
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