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COLOMBIA IN4 A NUTSHELtL

GEOGRAPHY:-

Colombia is the fourth largest country ini Latin America after
Erazil, Argentina and Mexico and occupies a land area of 14
million square kms, slightly larger tlian Ontario. It is located
at the nortiiwestern tip of South America and thus iias extens ive
coastlines on botii the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. Upon
'efteriflg Colombia the. Anides mountains breakc into three separate
ranges running soutii to north. As a resuit of this rugged
topography the climate ranges f rom tropical lowlands and jungle
to temperate altiplanos and snow-capped mountaiJns.

Most of Colonbia's 30.6 million people live on the. iountain
slopes, in the. fertile valleys between the. ranges, and on the
savannah (4altiplano) of Bogota. Lif e expectancy at birth

averges67 yàrsandthe aduit literacy rate is 88 percent.

~The <major cities are th capitalJ, Bogotà, witii an est imated
ppulationi of s~i 'xmilion;. Medellin, 2.5 million; Cali, 1.6

millon; nd arraquill, onie million. For administrative
purpose Coomia is 4Lvide4 into 23 departmentm (provinces),
theeitendenies and f iv commissari>ats (comony Jcnown as the.

Nioa Territories), pl.us the. Special District of1 Bogotà.

Th epublicocf Coomi won its indpndence f rom Spain in
181. t asa preienta form of gv rit wviti a division
of pwer amng he executiv, legislative anid judicial branches

The xecuive renc is eade by Pre it *lected by pcpul.ar
vote for for-yer trm. mmeiate reelction i.

consituionllyproibied. ThePresident apoits Cabinet
Miniter an Deprtmnta Govrnos. residen Virgilio


