
Mel'nikov, formerly First Secretary of 
t Party Committee, has been appointed 

the USSR Timber Industry. SpeakingSoviet, Mein'nikov commented

V.I.
the
before the USSR Supreme
pLtKuïïrïrofSe an/working
^rïutu^ieieîo^fin industry He

noted that although the Soviet Union has the world
most extensive timber reserves, per capi atimber and paper products lags

of other developed nations.consumption of many 
several times behind that

V.I. Mel'nikov indicated his awareness o 
the poor living and working conditions faced by 
industry employees and vowed to make soc^L 
development a top priority. He be^ey"es possible financial resources should be diverted to 
housing construction, for example, including funds 
obtained from cuts in proposed industrial
construction.

other priorities mentioned by the 
improving forest utilization, 
float operations on large and small 
establishment of an industry-wide

With reference to the unfavourable 
of current industrial

Among
speaker were: 
improving loose 
rivers ; and the 
engineering base, 
environmental consequences 
activities, he proposed the implementation of a 

i ,.«««.«, including the observât ion . of 
correct technical and production procedures in all 
timber industry enterprisesr and the repairing of 
existing pulp and paper industry purification 
facilities, or the construction of new plants.

would be carried out in tandem with a 
increase in the volume of production.

This
programme
further
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