
The Dîsarmament Bulletin VoL. il - Fail 1989

Peggy Mason Appomnted Ambassador for Disarmament

The Secretary of State for External
Affairs, the Right Honourable Joe Clark,
announced on August 28, 1989 the
appointment of Ms. Margaret <Peggy> J.
Mason as Canada's Ambassador for
Disarmament.

Ms. Mason replaces Mr. Douglas
Roche, whose completion of termn was
announced in June. Mr. Roche, who had
held the post since October 1984, IS
presently a visiting professor in the
Department of Political Science at the
University of Alberta.

The Ambassador for Disarmament
represents Canada at international
meetings concerned with arms control
and disarmament, ini particular at the
First Committee of the United Nations
General Assembly and at the United
Nations Disarmarnent Commission, bath
in New York. The Amnbassador is also
the Government's principal point of con-
tact for Canadian non-governmental

organizations and persons interested in
arms control and disarmament. As such,
she will undertake speaking engagements
across the country ta discuss Canada's
arms control and disamament policies
and the work done in the international
forums where she represents Canada. The
Ambassador acts as a Special Advisor ta
the Secretary of State for External Affairs
on matters related to arms control and
disarmament. In that capacity, she seeks
ta ensure coherence in Canadian policy
as it relates ta UN disarmament ques-
tions, disarmament and economic devel-
opment, non-proliferation, the export of
military equipment, confidence-building
measures, conventional force reductions
and limitations on strategic arms.

Born in Windsor, Nova Scotia,
Ms. Mason holds a Bachelor of Arts
<Honours) degree and a Bachelor of Laws
degree froni the University of Ottawa.
She was admitted ta the Ontario Bar in

1977 and practiced law in Ottawa until
1980, at which time she became Legal
Advisor and Policy Analyst for the Cana-
dian Advisory Council on the Status of
Women. From 1981 to 1984, Ms;. Maison
served as Policy Advisor to the Right
Honourable Joe Clark and to the
Honourable Erik Neilsen with responsibil-
ities in the areas of status of women,
arms control policy and constitutional
and legal issues.

From September 1984 until her appoint-
ment as Ambassador for Disarmament,
Ms. Maison acted as Policy Advisor ta
the Right Honourable Joe Clark in his
capacity as Secretary of State for External
Affairs. She provided policy analysis and
advice on issues in the following areas:
arms control, defence and international
securîty, East-West relations and East-
West human rights. She also deait with
international equality, nudlear energy and
selected legal issues.

Ms. Maison is married and has
one son. CI

An interview with Pegg Mason

The Editor had a chance ta speak
tuith Canada's netiv Ambassador for
Disarmament, Peggy Mason, prior ta
Ms. Mason's departure for New York
ta head the Canadian delegation ta
the First Committee of the United
Nations, which opened October 16,
1989. What foliotas are excerpts from
that interuiew.

Ed - Editor; PM = Peggy Mason

Bd: Is "hi a unique positioni Is Canada
the only country that has an Ambassador
for Disarrnament?

PM: Canada isn't the only country, but
it is one of a small number of countries

that has an Ambassador for Disarmament I
that specifically represents the country at
the First Committee in New York. For
Most countries, the same ambassador M
who represents the country in the fali at Di
the First Committee also represents the
country at the Conference on Disarma- fo
ment in Geneva, which Bits in February- Ca
March and also in the summer months, Ai
whlch means they're out of their country ba

with the Canadian public and interested
NGOs [non-governmentai organizations].
The Canadian Ambassador for Disarma-
ment position also has a third roie, which
is that of advisor ta the Minister on a
range of arms contrai and disarmament
issues, and that function as weil requires
the Ambassador being in Ottawa for
some period of time.

[Editor's note: Mr. de Montigny Mar-
chand is Canada's Ambassador to the
Office of the United Nations in Geneva
and ta the Conference on Disarmament.]

Ed: Of these three components ta your
position - representing Canada in disar-
mament discussions at the UN, liaison
with the public on arns contrai and dis-
armament issues, and advising the Min-
ister - which interests you the mosti

PM: 1 think that the combination of al
three is very important. Liaison with the
public - finding out what their concerns
are and discussing with them the govern-
ment's policies and priorities - wouid
not be nearly as effective if 1 were not
also plugged into some forum, such as
the UN, so that I can speak in light of


