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Canada in Fui! Compliance with Biological and
Toxin Wea pans Convention

The Biological and Toxin Weapons
Convention prohibits the deveiopment,
production and stockpiling of such
weapons and provides for their destruc-
tion. The Convention was negotiated in
the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament and was opened for signa-
ture in April 1972. Canada deposited its
instrument of ratification ln Septernber
1972. It entered into force in March 1975.
More than 100 states now adhere to the
Convention, including ail permanent
members of the UN Security Council.

The Convention lacks effective verifica-
tion provisions. In part, this may reflect
the belief, wldeiy held at the time it was
conciuded, that the deveiopment or use
of such weapons was not a practicable
posslbllitv for the foreseeable future.

to encourage the publication of biologîcal
research related to the Convention and to
promote contacts among scientists en-
gaged in such research. An ad hoc meet-
ing of experts is to be heid in Geneva in
April 1987 to work out modalities for the
implementation of these measures.

Canada's main objectives at the
Second Review Conference were: to
register unambiguously our continuing
concerns relating to unresoived uncer-
tainties about compliance; to affirm
Canada's full compliance with ail the
provisions of the Convention; to promote
dispassionate discussion of ongoing
biotechnologica research and its poten-
tial implications for the application of the
Convention;, and to foster consensus on
a Conference final document which
would incorporate agreed measures to
strengthen the effective application of
the Convention. Canada considers these
objectives to have been met.

Folio wing is the text of the Canadian
statement to the Second Review
Con ference on Biok>gical and Toxin
Weapons, madle on September 9 by
the Head off the Canadian delecation

We should also flot lose sight of the
f act that when the Convention was con-
cluded, as reflected in its preamble and
in Article IX, it was seen as an important
step towards the effective prohibition of
chemnical weapons. The negotiations to
that end in the recently completed ses-
sion of the Conference on Disarmament
give cause for cautious hope that the
prospects for the attainment of this
objective have improvedi. It wouid be
appropriate for the Conference to urge
that the serious pursuit of those negotia-
tions be intensified. Just as important,
we must take care to conduct ourseives
in this Conference in ways which are
supportive of and in no way undermine
or prejudice that negotiating effort.

As seen by the Canadian delegation,
our task here will be twofold: to examine
dlspasslonately the operation of the Con-
vention slnce its entering into force; and
to consider ways in which the effec-
tiveness of its application might be
strengthened so as to increase the level
of assurance that ail parties are adhering
rigorously to their obligations. Il is a
truism that ail areas of arms control and
disarmament invoive a klnd o>f race b.-
tween the ceaseless advances of
science and technology and the abllity of
policymakers and Iawmakers to ensure


