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ý9- Another limitation is the difficUitY, 
and indeed the

Unwisdom, of trying ta specify ini advance ail the subjects-,and

ail the situations where 
consultation is necessary; ta separate

by area or by subjeot the 
matters of NATO caflcernfl rom thase of

Purely national, cancern; 
ta define in detail the obligations 

and

duties of consultationl. These thingS have ta work themselves

Out in practice. In t1.is pracess, experience is a 
better guide

than dogma.

5~o The esSential thing is that 
on al occasionls and

in ail circumstances member 
gavernmelts befare acting 

or even

before proriaufciflg, shouid keep the intereStS 
and the require-

ments of the Alliance in 
mind. If they have nat the desire 

and

the wii ta do this, no resaolutîons or recommendations or

deciarations by the.Councîl 
or any Committee of the Council, 

will

be of any great value.

On the assumptionq however, 
that this wiil and this

desire do exiSt, the follawing principles 
and practices in the

field of~ Political consultation 
are recommended:

(a) Members shouid inform 
the Council of any developmfent

which significSfltlY affects 
the Alliance. They should

do this, not merely as 
a formality but as a preliminary

ta efVfective Poiticai consultation.

(b)' Bath individual member 
governmfents and the Secretary-

General shouid have the 
right ta raise for discussion

in the Counicil any subject which 
is Ôf common .NATO

interest and not of -a ýpi11rely 
domèstie character.

(c) .A member government shou2ld 
nat, withaut adequate 

advance

consltaton, dapt firin policies or make major poiticl

prarlouncementS qn metters which si&nif icantiy of fect the

Alliance or Pny of its 
membersi unless circumstances

make such prior consultation obviouàSiy and demonstrabiy

impassible.

(d) In developing their national 
poiiciess members shouid

tÈLke into consideration 
the interests and views 

of

other governmeflts2 particularîY those UIost 
directlY

concernede as expressed in NATO consultation, 
even

where no cofmUnitY of 
view or consensus has 

been

reached in the Council.

(e) Where a consensus has 
been reached, it shouid be

reflected in the formation of national 
policies.

When for national reasons 
the consensus is not

followed, the government 
concerned should offer

an expianation.ta the Council. It is even more

important that where an agreed 
and formai recom-

mendatiol has emerged ~'fro the Council discussions,

governments shoulid give it full weight 
in any

national actions or policies reiated 
ta the subject

of that recommfefdationb

~.Annual poîlicai ~praiSa

To ~~~gthn te pOceS f consultation, itis,

recommended that Fo~reignl Ministers, 
ateahprnmetgsud

MTake an appraisal of the poî%tical 
progress of the Alliance 

and

consider the uines aioflg which it should 
advance.

53d, To prepare for this discussion, 
the Secretary..General

should submit an anue report:

(a) anaiysiflg thie majior political problemfs 
Of the

Alliance;


