
FIRST (POLITICAL) COMME

One of the first tasks of the General Assembly at each annual session
is to clect the President, who with the Chairmen of the main Committees
and the 13 Vice-Presidents forms the General (or Steering) Conunittec
(see Appendix 11). The Conimittee not only makes recommendations to the
Assembly on the adoption of the agenda but also suggests the body ini which
the questions raised by agenda items ought to be debated i the &ist instance.
So far as political questions are concerned, those of a more universal. scope
and iterest are usually assigned, for initial conskleration, to the First Coin-
ittee, while others of more direct interest to a himited number of countries

or of a more technical anid detalled character are normally sent to the Special
Political Committee. The recommendations of these Cornmittees are, of
course, forwarded to the General Assembly for final approval. before the
end of the session.

A few political questions of such exceptional moment or importance as
to> b. of urgent concern to most member countries are deait wlth exclusively
in plenary meetings of the. General Assembly. Among these at the seeneet
session was that of the so-called Declaration of Colonial IIidepeidn (whkch
is reported on in Chapter IX below). Moreover, the Assembly approved the.

teomendations of the Securlty Council in respect of new members anid
the appointment of the Secretary-General. Other questions osdr bth
Assembly without reference to a commlttee included thefolw.g

Ctiinese Representation
Forthesecnd earin uccssina substantive debate on the. question

Of thie representation of China took place in the <ioneral Assembly. A Sve

all United Nations ogn n hi elcmn yrpeettvso h
90erimntin Peking was deetdby avote of42in favour, 56 poe

international affairs.


