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1.in the country Sahool.

As a general mile there is no other place where

a teacher is thrown so completely tipon himself for

both rcsourccs and guidance» as in the country

school. Nor is this aitogether an cvii, by any

means. If he is a person self-reliant, earnest in his

work, well prepareti for bis vocation, anti endowcd

with the power of meeting emergencies, it may be

iostfortunate botb for bim and for bis pupils, that

lie bas no superintendent, no cast-iron course of

study, no strictiy prescribed grades, nor establisheti

metbods lto conform to.
Nothing is more important for any teacher, andi

this is especialiy truc in tbe country school, than

to bc prepared beforeband for whatever may arise.

Lack in this regard is probabiy much more frequent-

ly a lack of failure than lack of ability, lack of ap-

pliances, or laick of outside support. A wise teacher

will be certain' to go before no class mrithogt having

looketi carefully over i he lesson for the day in the

quiet of his study. In this way, he knows preciseiy

wvhat is ýcoming, be knows where difficulties are

likeiy to;, arise, anti he wiil bave plans for meeting

themn. If he knows bis pupils as bie ought to know

thcmn, hè will know wbere each one is pectiliariy

liable to \stumibie, andtihe will bave deviseti somne

special plan of meeting that pupil's special nectis.

Such a course m!ill have an enormous influence in

estabiishing the .teacher in the respect anti confi-

dence of bis pupils. Tbey will feel that whatever

niay bappen, he is master of the situation. Anti al

this is quite as truc in respect to matters of dsc:.-

pline anti management, as in matters of instruction.

In the ,school worid, as in the worid of nature.-

storms seldom burst out without ample warning.

The teacher who is alert anti thougbtful will, take

n ote of threatening phenomena; ant ihe wil1 be pre-

pared ' to dissipate the stormn if possible;, if not, to

meet it at no disativantage.
Evén in 80 smail a matter as the making of an-

nounicernents to bis pupils, hie wiil be prepareti to

do it in the proper way, omnitting notbing, making

no confuseti or bungling statements, anti wasting no

words. An excellent aid is to have tablets, or a

sheet of loose paper, lying on, his desk at aIl times,

on which hie will make notes of anything that neetis

to be saiti, at any moment when it occurs to hlm;

anti then, at the proper titne, he .-will speak by the

card.
1A littie ceremony at times has a gooti effect, es-

pecialiy upon boys anti girls in the country,- a

formai " Gooti morning," on openi ng, and'a formai
"Gooti night," at dismission. Whiie this is made

formnai, it should by no means be heartiess; let the

tones be rooeid, full, anti hearty, and iet time

enough be taken to make an impression. On the

entrance of a visitor, it may be weii at times for

the teacher to aiiow the schooi to rise andi greet him

with a proper sainte. Visiting the schools of

Toronto at one time, in company with Surinted-

ent Hughes, nothing impressed nie more Pleasantly

,than to sec the chiidren rise anti, in response to the

superintendent's " Gooti morning, chiltiren," make'

a graceful gesture with the right hand and return

a rnging:, hearty " Gooti mornmg, Mr. Hughes,"

Some such weil-managed oeremnony does much to

remove the awkwardness and boorishness which too

often trouble chiltiren ini thýe country.

0f course, every teacher wiii have a programme;

it wiii be carefuiiy prepareti, conspicucusiy posted,

and strictiy foiiowed. Such a programme .saves

much time; but perbape that is the smaiiest part of

its value. It trains pupils into the habit of plan-

ning their work beforehanti. It is the iack of this

habit which causes more noise, confusion, wasted

effort, and vexation, in the worid than aimost-any

other one thing. But this is not all, perbaps nc4

the beat to be said for the, good programme carefuiiy

foiiowed. It has a wonderfui power in tieveioping

a sense of responsibility. At the appointeti moment,

the exercise is due; it viii be rigidiy demanded;

the pupil knew beforehand that it Wouiti be demand-

cd at that timne. Thus he grows into the habit of

feeling fuiiy responsible for demands which must

bc met, and for wh-ch gFparatiofl can be madie.

Tt shouid neyer be forgotten for a moment, that the

effect of a school for gooti or cvii is vastiy greater

in the habits it fosters than in the formai .lessons

it teaches; no amount of knowietige acquireti can

atone for the formation of bati habis, of thought,

speech, or action. Habits make character; sme

one has pithiiy saiti "Sow an act, anti you reap a

habit; soW a habit, anti you reap a character; sow

a character, anti you reap a tiestiny.",

One most important point, in ail the tcacher's

planning anti preparing, will be to sce that every

pupil, in recitation hour anti in study hours alike,

bas something pressing upon him to be tione, and

that he is helti strictiy responsible for tbe doing of

it. In this one thing atone, lies mor .e than haîf of

the wboie mnatter of governing a school. Pupils

who are kept thoroughly busy at what thcy should,


