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City Planning From Fiction to Fact--ýChicago's-
Gigantic Civic Improvements

(By GUY WILFIRID HAYLtR),

The brief announcement'in the daily press of tri. pop-
ular approval of a Bond Issu~e ln Chicago for the carry-
Ing out of large improvement works does nlot oniy do credit
to what is nlot only a great local achievement but an epoch
in practical City planning In America. .Paper schemes and
plans are too apt to receive more recognition than they
are worth and a realisation of projects e s very often passed
aside with scant observation. City Planning, has'suffered,
and Is now suffering, from the want of popular'approveýI.
In many quarters 0f publie 11f e it is characterised as an idie
boom and thoe cbampioning It as inere visionaries. It
Io only fair lherefore that when a great city like Chicago
le accomplishing a real practical result from 'City ,Plan-,
ning the fact should be made kniown as evidence that
scientific civic improvement is net merely an operation
-of 'beating the air.'

The story of Chicago and lis City Plan goes back to
the time of the World'a Fair -when the Inspiration of à
beautiful pleasure city lead to the desire of a better work-
jing and living-in city. That was a time when people
thougbt City Planning could beautify a city by the mere
adding of artistie ideas without considering the basic nec-
essities expressed in the systems of transportation, parka
and pîsygrounds and in the bousing of lhe people. That
ides bas largely passed away ince the term 'the city
beautiful' bas corne to be conaidered as migleading ai-d
ininiical to the demanda of genuine City Planning. So in
1908 when the late William Hludson 'Burnham designed the
famous Chiicago Plan he flot only forecast a lbeautiful
ciry but a city designed and equipped witb ail the 'ne-
ceseities for an ever expanding urban population carrying
on an intensive civilisation ln bealthy, comfortable and
efficient conditions.

Probably no city ln the world bas ever Initiated such
a persistent and Imaginative propaganida on bebaîf of
civic improvement as Chicago and ln season and out of
season the work of educating the people Up ta the ideals
of Burnbam -bas gone on. In spite of the death of.* the
great City Planning in 1912 the work bas not faltered
and a great deal o fcredit is due to Hon. Charles H. Wacker,
Chairman of the City Planning Commission who has un-
sparingly devoted himseif ta the achievement of the great
quesi. AIl througb the war the work bas been maintained
draftsmen bave been engaged on the plans and
everytbing was in readiness for the period of re-con struc-
tion we have now entered. In no city in America was a
more comprebensive programme ready wben the war

ended. The original Burnhamn plans have been of course
modified by now-prevailing conditions but in the mnany
essential particulars tbey are the same as are now to be
e.itered on. Their excavation would not have been de-
layed these 11 years but for tbe multiplication of gov-
ernIng autliorities ln Chicago and the difficulty of gettin-,
a simultaneous agreement amongst them, on the projects.
The works are much overdue. Chicago is ready for tl*m
and will flot only psy the price in cold coin but certainly
appreciate themn ani the benefits they will confer on ber
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waterside Park of 26 miles along Lake Michigan when the
Lincoln Park Commission' bas completed Its extension
northward .rorm its present limits to Devon Avenue at
the City bound4ry. The new wnrk will consist of the
creation of a number of smail islands in the lake and the
formation tbereby, of a systemn of lagoons from Grant
Park te Jackson Park. -This will be the basis for a Boule-
yard system froin tbe centre of tbe city along the sbore
to the extreme Soutb side. AlI the way along Bathing
Beaches, Pairliçgis and Ornaineintal Bridges connecting
to tbe main land will be provided togetber witb the or-
dinary Park embellisbments.

2. Grant Park Improvementse-Witbi the laat few
«years, tbe portion of this ares, nortb of the Art Institute
bas been improved and nlow tbe major part 0f flbe Park
wbich still remains a barren waste wiil be completed at a
cost of $3,700,000 and ia ta be finished in tbree y'ears. Tbe
land East of the Illinois Central Railroad tracks is ta be
planteq. with trees bushes and grass, a boat landing pro-
vIded on the abore, athletic fields, sunken garden, etc.
'ehe 1. C. H. Railway now cutting through Grant Park Is ta
be electzified and spanned with ornamental bridges.

3. Grand Boulevard Exterision.-This work is provideâ
for by a Bond issue of $1,300,000 and an almost equal am-
ount Will be added by special assessment proceedings te
be started at once by the Soutb Park Commissionera. The
Boulevard wili be ln operation in three years. The plan
la te construct a new traffic artery ta relieve the present
congestion on Michigan Avenue and at the same time
give the motoriste a more beautiful drive. This will be
a t hrougb-city route of Immense importance, It will be
created by widening South Park Avenue fram 35th Street
ta 23rd Street. At 23rd Street a wide viaduct over the
Illinois Central Railroad will carry the new Boulevard In-
ta the new sbare-line park where it will run nortb to
along aide the new Field Museum. With tbe completIon of
"'tàe Boulevard link" (or Michigan Avenue extension> for
wbicb $16,000,000 who voted in bonds last November, the
new Bdulevard wilI unite the Nortb and South aide Bou-
levard systema.

4. Grant Park 8tadiume--This is to cost $2,500,000 and
ta be completed ln tyWo years. It ls situated just South of
the new Fieldi Museum and will be the largeat stadium
in the world. Tbe work is ta start now and plans bave
been appraved after a selection of six designs submitted
by tbe leading Cbicago's Architects-Messrs Holobird ami
floche are the succesaful designers.

5. Roosevelt Road Exterision-This cavera the ex-~
tension of tbe Soutb end of Grant Park ta the -North lune
of Roosevelt Road (oId name "Twelftb Street") and the
continuation or extension of widened Roosevelt Raad from
Michigan Avenue over the Ilinois Central Railway tracks
by a wide viaduet tbraugh Grant Park ami alang ln
front of the Field Museum ta the Lakte. The. Bond issue
approved le of $1,500,000, ta be used for acquirinxg property
between Micbigan Avenue and the Ilinais Central Rallway
and between Lakte Park Place and Roosevelt Road now
2ccupied by the I. C. Railway Depot and a number of
aelapidated structures. The Railraad le danating its oc-
cupled portion.

6. New 8ma11 Parka,-$,000,000 le autborlsed for bonde
to finance this work wbicb wvi1l consist of the Improve-
mente of Calumet Park in South Chicago, Gage Park at
.Garfieldi and South Western Boulevards ami the. rebabili-
tation of several other small parks lin thle South elde andi
the creation of new ones in the South West section of the
City. This work is to be ready in three years.


