
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

thing to find the place empty. Somne
who xvere working near-by would even

tiii<e in for a f cw minutes during the
noon hour. There were no rules hung

up for their guidance, but they were'
nearly always very careful not tu dis-

turb others. Possibly the fact that it

was a churcli they were in kept theni

quieter, or possibly they stood in awe

of the 'preacher," at ail events they
kept excellent ur(ler. It was easy to

sec that thev enjoyed hiaving a warmn,
qui-et Iplace tu sit and read, espccially
the men fromi the distant camps and
crceks, sonie of whomi had not seen any

papers for wceks or miolitls. For in-
stance, a mani came in one day who hiad

just walked fromi near Dawson, about

350 miles, a 12 days' trip. He was in

the Reading Roomi alnxiost constantly

for five days, and theil one morning lie

resumned his mardi towards Skagway,

whcere lie would catchi a steamier for

Vancouver. He said that lie had

enough to think of for a few days any-

way.
Gaames were provided too, chess,

checkers, crukinule, etc., but they werce
not much tised, as most seemled to pre-

fer to read. In one corner there was

a tàble with writing materials and pa-
per and envelopes provided. Oýver the
table was a card rcading: "How long

since you xvrote home? Write to-day."

And many a man took the hint, no

doubt giving joy tu friends afar off.

Mails corne in fainly regularly, de-

p)en(ling of course on thec steamiers f romi

the south, an(l the sort of weather thcy

encounitered. The papers were givenl
away, when read, if any wanted theni,
an(l the magazines' whcii read were

placed in a box by the door, and al

could lhclp thcmiselves. Ofteni these

wcrc carried off to thc distant camps,

wlxerc tlicy wvcni just as good rcading

as if they werc not two or threc
mnonthis old.

Then too there was an excellent
Lending Library, free to ail. It Wras
not su very large, as libraries go, but
on accouint of the excellent selection of
books it was really of mocre value than
many libraries ten timies as large.

Thcv were not nierely the old stand-
ardl works xvhichi cverylX>(y should
rea(l, but a vcýry large inumber of tliose
books whicli muost people wait a year
or two for, until they arc issued ini

cheaper formn. And there wcrc fcw or
nione of those books one sees' so often
in Puiblic Libraries, the kind that are
neithecr good nor harmi tu anybody, be-
cause nobody ever reads themn. And
that Library was wcll used tuo; the
books were carricd far and xvide. Thcy
were not stlpl)osCcl to be out beyond a
reasonall timie, but xvere out at times
for two or tlirec monthis, passed about
fromi hand to baud in a camp, till there
was somne chance tu seud thern in tu be
e--chlang-ed. Onue or two were returned
fromi Carcross, one froin Dawson, one
f romn Atliu, two or three f rom the
Alsck, in fact they werec earried al
over the Yukon.

Suich was the reading and Recrea-
tion Room. But it was a chureh on
Sundays. On Saturday niglit, after the
last man hiad departed, ail the tables
andl chairs were removed, as well as

the partition across the end, the seats
were put in, Bible and Hymn books
wcre put iii the places of the maga-
zincs, andl iii that church there were
enoughi Bibles ai-d enoughi Hymn-
books to supply aIl the peuple the

place woul( ld(. Here too we miighit
notice that there wcre copies of the

Bible iii several forcign languages, for

any who iighit need thei. So it was
a churchi on Sunday, and vcry ciijoy-


