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grave and serions in your generai deportment. Nover for
a moment forget the object for wbicb you are in the cein
munitywhere yen labour. Roînember you cannot lay aside
ycur officiai character even in yenr hours of recreation.
TFe teacher, the doctor, tbe judge may put off the manner
whicb bis business requires and tbrow bimself inte Society
,vith the laudable intention oif having a good time, but you
are neyer off duty, you cannot distinguish between the mi-
nister and the iuait. Those wbo surround yen wili be
judging of yonr earnestness, and of tbe importance wbicb
yen attacb te religion, by yourcondnct in your ligbtest mo-
ments, Tbe general stmospbere wbicb surrounds yenwil
teacb more powerfully tban your public ministrations, and
it may exert an influence in tbe opposite direction. Tbe
lips wbicb. are most giving te je-sting or frivolous talk are
net tbe best fitted te communicate r'eligious instruction or
te swal<en bcly rosolves, 1 spea• witb some feeling on tbis
point fer I fear 1 bave sinned in this particular, altbeugb I
bave continually striven te guard against it. Do net sup-
pose tbat 1 mean te inculcate a gleomy aud morose disposi-
tion ci a stiff, formai, studied maimmer. Notbing is more
disastrons te tbe influence of a religions teacber tban tbis.
I bave great faitb in a bappy, buoyant, Lbhristian ebeerful-
ness in captivating tbe affections of men. But tbere trust
bo always a deep) moral eariîestness at tbe back <if it, a
fervent desire te advance tbe internai interests of tbcse
witb wbom yen i-envoirse and associate; and then whb le Vcni,
manner is pleasatît and affable-eacb eue will feel,

Tbe siiken scabbard bîîids a sword orf steel."
Say te yourselves every day- I am an ambassador fremn
tbe King of Heaven te the rebellions inbabitants cf eartb,
and 1 must be careful te-day net toe ndanger tbe interests
et tbe court wbicb I represent, eitber by word or look, or
tbe most trival action wbicb I perform."

Yen must net tbink, gentlemen, tbat îvben yen bave con-
ducted tbe requireil services on tbe Sabbatb, tbe prayer
meeting dnring the week, sud bave visited frcm bouse te
bouse witb general reading cf tbe Scriptures and prayer
that yui work is doue. One of tbe most importaut aud
dificult parts of it remain, 1 mean personal clealiug witb
men, religions conversation witb indivicluals about tbe re-
lation xvbich their seuls occupy te tbe Divine Being. Tbis
is ne easy matter, especially for a timiid and reserved bc-
ginner. Tbere is imet ouly bis eue difficlence te be over-
comte, but als<î tbe conscionstiess (or at list tbe fear) tbat
be is brcacbing a îiisagreeable subject, and tbat be xviii
probablygive offence iîîsteaîl cf accontirlishiîig gooui. It is
easy enougb. te speak, on religionu antI te inake urgent ap-
peals on bebaîf cf vital cbristr.oîity frein tue irulpit on thîe
Sabbatli day, wben the people are assemled cxpecting te
bear tliese topics îliscussed; but 1 have always fcund ît ex-
ceedingly dittlicuît te commence direct personal appeais te
indivi<iuais wbeu I bave found thein alcue in tbe bouse or
in tue field. Yet 1 aie cenvincoîl that tii applîa îrropei ly
muade on sncbi an occasion bas tont tiines the for-ce cf oe
xseakened by ail tbe conventionalîties cf tbe puipit.

Tbere are somc mon wbo cxpeiieece iioembuairrassaient
in entering, upon sncb a course of conversation at a me-
mient's notice, who eau asik the most direct questions and
administer the sbarpest persoîîal reproo fs witbont preface
or aproiegy. Tbesc mon bave aii overpewering sense of the
native majesty and autiioîity cf trutb, and cf tue dignity cf
tiîeir own office as its adIvecatcs aud c.xpounde s. Sncb tea-
chers wbo are tronbled, by no sense of delicacy, by ne feel-
ing cf reserve lu speakiug cf religions subjects aie very
frequently laoded byearnest ('bristians as tbe most faithfnl
servants cf God, auJ are beld np as medels wbicb ail reli-
gieus werkers xvould do well te imitate. Often tbe more
sensitive and backward of tbeir bretbreu desîre a measîîre
of tbcir gifts. But I am convinced frein a carefîîl observa-
tion of facts that many min isters, evangelists, and catecbists,
wbe pîtrsne tbis metbod are net se successfnl as we sboulîl

at first bave suppcsed. Tbey feel at ail times impeled l o
declare tbe wbole counsel of God xvbetber men iill bear
or wbotber tbey wiil forbear. \Vbat is it te tbem tbat ns-
tural men xilli take offence at wbat tbey xviii eal tbeii im-
pertinence? Have tbey net received a commission from
Heaven ituself te reproe, rebuke sud exbort witb ail au-
tbority ? Tbey denonce tbe jndgmeut cf everlastingeon-
demnation againet ail wbo will rnt listen te tbem, and
complacentiy declare tbat tbey are clear cf tbe blood of
ail men for tbey xvarned tbem and tbey wonld net bear.

I conceive it te be my duty tbis meorning te tell yen tbat
I censider tbat tbese men bave made a mistake. If tbe îua-
jesty and antbeiity of trutb weîe apparent te ail men wben
it is simply stated te tbem tbis course wculd undoubtedly
be tbe rigbî eue, but we ail know that a bare preseutation
of tbe gospel is Oct sufficient te sec ure its acceptan ce. Se tar
from tbis being tbe case -ve flnd tbat owing te tbe clond of
prejudice by xvbicb every naturai man is ensbreuded and
tbe strong bias in faveur cf evil wbicb springs from bis
perverted desires, tbe statement cf tbe trntb only awakens
opposition in bis seul. Tbis opposition is grestiy increased
wben tbe trutb is presented lu a dogmatic (sud as be will
say) impertinent manner. His mind ever on the outiook
for an excuse for its position wili flnd eue in tbe meddiug,
offensive, seif-conceiteil spirit <if lus would-be-instructor aud
be xviii repiy witb peibaps a good deal of force anud reascu
-Vvbo madie thee a judge, and a spirituîal adviseî te me ?
Wbat shahl we do then ? Shiah we refrain from nrging
upon men tbeîr duty because tbey wiil tbus receive it ?
Nay, verily tbat wouid be tbe werst unfaitbfulness on our
part, but wc mnust be very careful as te bow we. approach,
tbem. Tbe effence of tbe cross is great eneugb noxv, let
uts net add te it by our own carelessness or arrogance.

Wben tbe greatest teseber cf men tbat eartb bas ever
seen or wîll sec, called bis first folowers from tbeir bumble
labours by tbe Ses of Galîlee be gave tbem tbe promise tbat
lue xould make tbem fisbers cf men. It bas aiways seem-
ed te me tbat tbis expression bas a force and mesning net
entirely depeudeut o~n tbe circumstànees in wbich it was.
first nttered. Ho did flot promise tbat be wonld make
tbemi Lords over muen's consciences, or endew tbem witb a
power sncb as tbe încst stubborn ef buman wilhs wonld be
compelled te obey. He diii net tell tbem tbat.tboy vuere
te ba,,e supre'ne anmbority to commanîd, denouce, and
tbrcaten, andi ilat men would only need tri bear to tnder-
stand andr cinipiy e ith tbeîr rcquests. No, tbey were te be,
sinîplv Jisrsr of mcin. A servant is sent tir catch t! ont iii
a neîglîlibîîîg strexiii. île rushes peu -mcii down te the-
banik, and spriiigs ripou tue 1 iebbly strauîd xvith a noise anti
ciatter suflîcient te scare ail tbe inembers cf tire fluny
trîbe far fron tai sihxore. lie swings bis bîook aun Une se-
eral timies round bis licad and thon lets it int<î tue water

witlî a spirodi sncb as increases the xvîld terrer of tbe fisb,
and drives ulîeîî fîirtber away . i-le xvaidei s rip and downi
tue batik for heurs s aiuiiy tryrng to get a bite anud tdieu re-
turms hontei. 13ut whli 15 ouir surprise aini indignation
wben uc hear bi ru say ing tr i s Master sviti ii air cf coii-
fident assur ance : t have clone dil tbat thon did'st cern
mand, but I have flot cariglit aiy tliing." Yeti cati see tue
apprlication before 1 eau fraîne it ti words. Notlîing re-
qurres more tact andl shîli, mîore originaliiy cf conception
anti patience of eccutiun tîran titis fisbing of mcii. \Ve
must studY tbe dlispoisition~s of tirese svbom wc wisli te ap-
proacir ini tbe iaatîer, andc ve must observe tue rnood tliey
are iii wbeu wc are abouat te (Ie it. \Vc musxt taine sdvaîî-
tage of semsons wlien tiroir bearts have been softeued by
grief, or xvben their natîtral feelinîg cf gratitude fer mercies
received wells rip in tbeir seuls. If uc make ourseives un-
necossariiy disagreeable xîo close tiieticor cf accees sgainst
God's trntb-ve gain notbiuig andi lese s great ricai.

Seme bave a rare and hîappy faculty cf being able te turn
any conversation round into a profitable ebannel iu s natur-


