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The Critic.

A 'ûronîe dr nnd a roli-cali below
ÇV ie a roiiî pbipert up lit.a Ire; '

A fig for Ébt ai 111e raid tima grouse, with a croon,
For a higlî.boriî cr1110 wssâ ho.

With a iwitter a saro- flew~ down,
The ivasp and the ieetle cxarne too;

The bee leit t he ros;e sd the f rog frontî e doze
iVas arouasec by tima Ieud tattco.

A grasshapper perchcd on a s;ttîn,
A Iol)oliîîk 1,ancd 01 lthe way,

Anid the inîrrowîing niole peeptil ont of his hole,
Tc hear ivhat tliey ail lied la bay.

"bte rou*, 31r. Grotuse?" croaked the f ceg,
"Wlat'e; f0 pay? " said 1 ie Ilbijay and wrem,

wiVhlc ther geese iih a siltavk 5hiuteà' hack te flic hawk
And î%'ere joitied by lime quarelsoie lien.

Alacc! " sald the grouse îvith a frovn,
"i1 arnl 'ick of f bat uîalaperr's souig,

Whiat niattert ta iue,*' î.iped Élie blr'l froîn the tree,
Aîîd lio ang tiiere tue uvhole <1113 long.

SALUTATORY.

MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED in iLs new dress makes
iLs bow to the publie anl craves tlicir liearty anid
generous support. For seven years pnst iL lias
bean knoivn ta Canadien fariera, and ire liave
evary reasan ta hclieî'e titat it lias been appre.
ciated. Thîis led us ta tlîiîk that there iras a ide
field openi foi, an iiiustrated journal devotcd ta the
interasts of Lue famiîîmig coninuunity, and we have
decided ta supply the want. Whcetiier the iiew
ventura mili prove a succees or utot rcnîîiins ta ho
seen. This niuch ire eau say, that it will be aur
carmest andeavor ta nike iihASsev's; ILLIJSTRATED

worthy o! the confidence of its subscribers, and ta
that eîîd we ilt briîig ta tijoir homes, montit efter
monti, te hast titughîits and the ripcst oxperience
o! fariiiere sud othem-s thoraugiiy conversant with
agriculture in att iLs phases. Happily for Canada,
tue egriculturat scientist and te cveu'y.day fariner
aie continu dloser Logether, aîîd the former is every
year doing miore and more for the latter in aiding
lîim with hînts, suggestions, and carefnlly tested
experiments, se that te struirgie for a livinîg
which witii many farinera is at bebt an up-ill task,
shait ho miade Casier. Iu this laudabie task me
mill heartily joi. WVo solicit and will alweys
ivelcome tue expericuce of intelligent far-mers
everywiîere in te Dominion in te shape of letters
or special articles. Thtis is a practicai egae and me
will always hie glati te givo "L te floor " te prao-
tical uten. With the abject o! briglhteniug up
our readers anti giviîîg thîem toincthing te thisik
aoier we miii in each nu suber give articles o! genoral
interest, nîany of tbem treating of maLters more or
Isu aied La agriculture. We intend ta malte a

special featura of tbe Household, an(l mother anîd
the girls ivilI always flnd under this hicading sente-
thiàng worth knowhig and treasturing up. The
young people wilt also bave a coluinu for thicir
spacial enjoyment. There wiil ho notes ou travel,
new.ts of the rnonth in a condensed form, ivit and
hunior, and wlîatever sketch or article cau ibe made
more clear and graphie by pictoriai art ivill lie
illustratcd. In fact everything will be done to
make thcse pages bright, enterteining and in-
structive. WC will maka IVASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED

the best farmer'e and farmer's fainily papier pub.
lislied iii Canada, and we confidently expeet that
ere long it ivili be read iu every farmer's home
throughout this fair Dôminion. With this number
ive issue a handsotue Illustrated Premium Lit
wliich, fully explains itscîf. Wc are expending e
large sum of mnorey upon this enterprise, and we
ask oui' friends ta bolp us niake it a success. We
knowv thay ivili, aîid in that hope aud belief we
calmly and confidently await the result. Thora are
always certain defeets incident to a firat issue
wbich ira asic our readers to ovorlook, and ire
promise that any snob wilt be rectified in suibsa-
quent nuinbers. Our motta shahl be IlReliability,
Truthftness, and Loyalty." Iu closing this Sali.
tatory, ire cannot do botter than wish you aIl A
MERRY CHRISTMAS and A lLupry NEFV YEAR.

PRFSIDEN-T.ELEOT HARRISON iS to Étend a Message
to Congress recommaudling the auinexation of Can-
ada ta the United States. Next!

TueF Provincial Legislatiires and the Dominion
Parliaint ivili soon assemble. It is to bie hoped
that legislation benteficial. tqi the farining interaLe
wili receiva due attention.

IT is a mnaLter for congratulation that the nunibar
of settlers in Manitoba andI the North.Wairst tiîis
season le double tliet for 1887. Tlîc total nuniber
of forcign arrivais since last spring le approximately
given as excoeding 0,400.

lire Chicago bulle, led by IlO01i I-utch," have
lost their grip and the ivheat market le now being

int by the bears. The doclitie lu pi ices lias been
rapid. WVhat a pity iL is tlîat the risc in pricc onlly
goos into the pockets of a fewv shrewd speculators
and dces not beaefit tha grower one cent.

"To tramps bi-oke into the barri of D. Quick,
of Hlarrow, anîd hie cattle gat iii anîd ate sa mucil
grain that thcy aill died. " The gonus tratup le a
nuisance of the first ivatar. They are a cui-se ta
the fariners and to thecommunity at large. A dose
of blikshot is the hast medicime for thase gentry.

THE appointment o! Mr. Thomas Shaw, of Hamn.
ltai, as Profeser of Agriculture iu the Agrictil.
tarai Collage, Guelphi, ini succession Lo Prof. Brown,
bas given gencrat satisfaction. The students are
highly pleased with bisa, whiclh is the main consid.
eration. Mr. Shaw is an intelligent, honcet,
straightforward man and a liard worker.

MR, PILLSBURY, theîVealtby illter Of SNiiînaapo.

lis, balioves that before the next harvest, foeur and
ivheat prices wiii be înuch higher titan at present,
indepandent of speculation. Mr. l'ilisbury inay ha
riglit anîd he niay ha wrong. .It wocîld lie wcii,
however, for fat mers nlot ta swaliow the pil1 offered
but to try and get the hast price they can at
present.

TnE Manitoba railway diffivulty lias been traits.
ferred to the legal tribunal for settlement. People
will wattb with interest the re8uit, flot only on
accounit of the impoirtance of the questions involved,
but aisa from. the faet that Hoi). Edward Biakie
andi Hon. Oliver Mowat are arrayed in legal con-
fliet against each other. When Greek macoti Greek,
then cornes the tug of wvar.

TUE statistties published ceewhere fromn the re-
port for November of Mr. B3lue, of the Ontario
Bureau of Industries,. will be read with interest.
Talion altogether the yieid of the varions.crops per
acre bas becn considérably iii excess of thé previons
ycftr. The reports Indicate for the acreage of the
new crop of feul wheat considerable falling off in
the soutiî-western part of the province and a'largo
increase in the other sections.

TIE good work goes brevely on. Premier Field-
ing, of Nova Scotia, is starting an experimenti
fîtrm in connection with the School of Agriculture
at Truro. The tuition will bo fr6e and the 8tud-
ente ivili ho paid Ivages for their work, sufficient
alînost to cover the coet of their board and cisas
books. With tic r:ominioin Model Farins at Ottawa
and iu the North-West, and the Ontario Agricul.
tu ral College at Guelph, the outlook for agriculture
is briglit indeed.

TESTS of frosted wvheat are being madle at the
Ottawa Experiniental Farm by Prof. Saunders,
witb the ab>ject of showing to what extent.it is
adaptedl for seeding purposes,. Fermera throughiout
the Dominion are invited to send sampies of any
dotnbtful grain for experinient and an officiai and
reliable report ivill be furnished, free of charge, as
soou as possible- By this meane farmere will bie in
a po-.ition to know whetber anjy grain they are
sowing is poseseed of vitality or not, and they ivili
nîso ha able to estiînate, what yielcl tiscy wili have
an)d if it ivili pay to sow certain grain.

TUE ennual Fat Stock Show, usually held ini
Toronto about the mniddle of Deccînher, bas becu
postponed titi shortly bafore Easttr, wlîon it ivili
be hcld in conjunction with the Clydesdale Stallion
Show, that ie, if a suitable building can bie pro.
oured. What's the mattar witlî AId. Frankland's
seae to get a permanent and conînodions build-
ing in Toronto for these purposes? About the
beLginLig of the year there iras a great deal of taik
about it but surely it is nlot ta end in a fiz7lc. Il
the worthy alderman waits tii! the itev drill shed
is built, so that hie enu get the prosont ana, lie wili
ivait a precious long tinta. AId. Frankland's laud-.
able efforts should bc heartily and practicalty aided
bylie citizeng of Toronto. WVhy don't they dose?
WViII somebody ansiver this question?

HoŽN. CEAS. Duy, Minister of Agriculture
for Ontario, bas been niaking things "l lum " since
his appolutmrent. Re inteuds tu dio ait lie can to
place the college on a firet-class working, footing,
complote lu aIl departnients. It is undertitood, that
lie will attend meetings of F arnerst' Institutes aud
Agricultural Societies (turing the winter, and so, by
kuowiîîg il the wants of the agricultural ilitereats
of the country, lie ivili be enabled to put hisuseif in
a poàition ta aid thei ini so far ab tiat can bc doue
by tegislatiou, or b y asisting the varions saciaties
iii other respects. I t is hise ar nest desire to make
ai work togethaer-Daiynion, Fruitgrowers, Bee.
keapars, lPoultrymen, and the varions agricuisural
societies of the couty-and by sacuriing'sncb c.-
operative wýork asnong tham, to promote thefr
general ait well as partienlar interests.


