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the supply witbout increasing the demand,
to devote haîf tbe week to the directiug of
the young intelligences into aitogether alien
and divergent zhannels ;to convince the
neophyte that a man may be a book-man
and yet a charlatan, an educatcd man and
yet a cad, a pretentious, over-dressed fae-
maie and yet a vuigar womau ; to teacb
many lassons and point many morals that
might prove of incalculable use in tbe
pupiils aft"-r life, and among tbem the fol-
lowing: that higb position, fat salary and
fine clotbing sbould not lie the Ullimu
T/tulc of the truc spirit of mnan, the portion
tbat livcs not by brcad alone ; that nature3
ils an aller educator than ail the schoalmen,
plus the schooiwomen, put togother, and
ber students, humble, lowiy, dililgent work-
ers, are bappier than kings upon their
thrones, more conteuteï than even legal
luminaries in miortgaged unansions, or mer-
chant princes behind bankrupt stocks; that
books and do-mas and methods are fallibie,
-nasl! how fallibie !-but tbat honest
labor im aiways trueý, strong, self-respecting
andI respectod ; that gentleman and
geutiewomnan are born so by divine i-ight,
and may lie scen now on the throue and now
in the tenement, but tbat tbey cannot be
made from coarser material, any more than
a blush-roso can lie forced from a potato
tuber, or the song of the t hrush proceed
from the throat of the raven; tbat Ilthe
sunshine is a giorious birth," and shines on
ail alike ; that ciouds shadow even the por-
tais of the great, iudeed, rnost frequently do
8o; that contcntment is a sovereign bali
for every eartbly ili; that discoutent site,
ghoui-like, a vcry Caliban of dread and de-
formity, at many a'fireRide, whicb warms

* the palsied bands and hearts of the envied
of earth ; that ranks, classes and conditions
of life muet lie as they have always been

* that education, so-cahiod, can nover levai.
them, nom manufacture equality in the lon g
run ; above al], that, labor ile the universal

* lot, and being omnipotent, it sbould there-
fore ho boneet ; and, finally, that it ils no
diegmace to lie humble and poor, as it ils no
diehonor to consider another better than
one's self.

Wbat nonsensicai sentimentality bas
beon wastcd over the mute, inglorious Mii-
tons that perisbed and wont down to the
grave unknown for lack of opportunity !
As if the groat Ordemer of avauts did not
know best what was good for the world
anud the mute, ingiorious Multons, as re-

gards opportunities. For my own part, I
am thankful that Multons are s0 few. The
world would doubtiess bave beau as weil
without him and bis arcb.angelic logions,
pedantic compounds of Hiomer's Iîiad and
Hauuweil Lunatic Asylum, and far botter
without Dante and bis infernal Inferno.
Such minde are diseased, and. are botter
both mute and inglorious. Instead of
dreaming of acriai flighto, they sbould
have beau employed breaking stones to
macadamise the roads of eartb, thon their
digestions would have beon in botter order,
and thoir nightmares tls frequent and
diabolic. But wbat was, was probably for
the lest, tbings couid not bave been other-
wilse than tbey were. Ail the Multons
that were to sing, have sung, and not even a
sohool-board of 19tb century trtustees,nor so
auguet a functionary as a modern specialist,
coutil have conjured another eitheî- f rom
the womb of silence, or the womb of a'
Canadian school curriculum. Club-swing-
ing in corsets bas not been productive of a
second Hercules or Antieus. ilomer8 are
as bl and inythicil as ever, nom bas that
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Jove-like creature, a politicai High School
inquisitor, been able to evolve from bis
sapient brain the faintest resemblance of a
modern Minerva, although tbe female aie-
ment seemas to be a potent factor ini bis code
of educational tactics.

Standing at the street corner ol a pop-
ulous city, close to one of its public scbools,
wbose name ils legion, watching the floods of
juvenile humanity pour forth from between
uts open portais, what are the predominant
sentiments that engage the mind of the

casant onlooker-here a'gain 1 mean the
tbougbtful, reflective onlooker 'ýAre they
jubilant, bopef ni, or even pleasurable
Crowils of iii or over-dressed, bard-featur-
ed, rougb-ma nne-red, often sickly, bungry-
iooking boys and girls file, eddy, and surge
hy him, or even over bim, if ho do not
show some agility of movement bimaeif.
Each precocious Sinbad bas bis or ber es-
pecial oli man of the sea upon hais back or
under ber arm, the inevitable leather bag
whicb proclaims the fad of the hour. Thuat
the old man is a bard rider, and not aI-
ways a conganiai one, ils manifested by the
pale faces, attenuated physiquels, and lack-
lustre eyes of m-any of the bearers. Some,
certainly, seem to enjoy the ordeal. [t
affords means for social gathering, unlimit-
cd mud and inarbles, gossip and display.
Otherb look upon it as a, çisirable roleasu
from borne supervision ana chores. But,
takre a hundred youngsters at bap-hazard,
wbo bave not bad excoptional advantagesYe
at home, and enquire what edacation ils
making of thera. Lt is certainly not
cleansing some of theui bodily, nor dressing
others of them becomingly, nor toning
yet others <lown mannerly, nov elevating
tbem wittbotically. In bearing, rude,
rough, unkernpt, and unctuitured, ini any
trne senso of the terra, are many of tbem.
Tbey lounge, whiri, or scamper by, a crowd
of human waifs chargod witb tho cbeap
clap-trap of meunorial services at the shrine
of rote, but destitute as ever of a single trait
that marks the truc evolution of the species
as a whole ; inteliectualiy better inforrned,
possibly, than their grandfatbors on sub-
jects not wortb a doit to the majority of
tbem, pbysically degenerate, in nine cases
out of tcn, witb the canker of scbool-roomn
came iurking in their oye, rather than the
bl of the sun-beam reilcted from their
check ; poor, pale, morbid, loud, noisy
outpourings from the mephitie close, where,
hour after bour, innumerable sets of lungs
have been exercising their alinormal flanc-
tions. in an atmospbere not seldoni imprcg-
nated by exhalations and odours that would
not be out of keeping witb the Jews' quar-
ter at Houndsditch or the tenement dwell-
ings of St. Giles.

''lcaven lies about us ini our iîîfancy,
Shades ot the prison-lieuse begin to closei

Around the growiug, boy."

But if this can be said by the poot of
universai boyhood in the once coin paratively
unfettered freedom of youtb, anud iii a land
where muscular Christianity has ever held
a prominent place in school discipline and
ethics, what shall be said or sang of the pre-
maturely immured votary cbained to the

desk of an arbitrary and uncongenial task-
master, at the very time when he sbould be
making boue and muscle, pemehance, for
bis country's future weîfare ?

The Sparuan bornie t11)oi luis slIield
\Was net miore free

than is the average Canadian, according to
the averagye Canadianpolitical clap-trap of the
day ; but, look on this pictume and on this,
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and compare the Spartan boy and bis Il»-

5gendary fox with the sixteen-year Old
maiden of to-day-the mother of our future
heroes-and her fox, ber uncomplete.l uid«

night task.
Education, the panacea, like HIoIloWSY 5

pisl, ils failing to mal•e the world either
wiser or bctUer. It is making it harder tO

live, harder to succeed, harder to die.
It ils making it harder to live.
Ask the t3ns of thousands of so 0 aiîcd

educated men and women in Cii nada, who

have received certifi-,tes, diploi ýs, aý
degrees, what they are doing, and whit are

their respective salaries in this, that, or thc

other profession or calling.
It ils making it harder to succeed,
Ask the ordinary school teacher WhOa

he expects preferment, the ordinary doctor
when ho expects a retiringy competelCY, the

ordinary iawyer, when he expeets altC'
tive practice, by simply disinterested, truly
rnorally legitimate 'neans.

It is makin:g it lharder to die.
Ask the average man and womafl Who

bas been educated, bas wre3ied, fou,,Yht, 111

failed, ii hais or lier sonste of the WO)rt1 ,

wbat reward is traly expected from th

llereafter, after having by physical and in"'e

tai abuse and unrequited til shortcned his

exist -nce possibly by a decade, more or lesg,

on this terrestrial sphere. Ask sucli Bl

one how many times he bas heard the birdo

sing in his maturity, how ofteni ho bas ses,"

the dawning paint the sunrise on nature$
canvas, bow frequently the opening day,

tlower bas beld up its chalica of dew t, b .is

parched and thirsty beart, appBaled to bis

panting strugglîng soul ; pavedt the thOr"I

path of bis every-day life witb sonmething O

beauty and sometbing of fragrance, towards
that dread universal (iwelling-plaoe, whose

portais he knows must some day opiýa t

reccive its silent incumbent. Ail that fla,1'Y

men know of the sunrise ils tbat it ils the
heraid of another round of toit and moi1.'o
wearing anxiety and carking care,;
blooin, that it lies upon the coffin-iid, a'Y'

perchance, one day on their own ; of d~'y
that it falîs in the churcbyard upon 1manY

grassy grave.
'['he destruction of a race ils due ft

frequently to internai than to exterle5

causes. The germs of tho fatal disceare

se]f-sown rather than imported byais
interference. lier victories and self-'O
dulgence were the death kuell of Rloue'
The arrogant strengtb and pride of tbe

Armada provcd its own destruction. fb

reckiess, bloodthirsty brutality of the Freflob

populace paved the way to the second effi

pire; the second empire perisbed witb tbe
dagger at its own throat. The effefflinec
and internecine disunion of the Greeks Ob-

literatcd Sparta and Marathon. May 00.1O

misdirected education be iteîf a factor Ill

the destruction of the race that a3lvoeste
it? May not the durance vile of the scol

room and the tagk-master prove the
ions foe and ultimate destroyer of a bealthy,

strong and independent people 'i

l'Àtely there hîave beeii two practical fr011,

Withl svl endilugs. Ono victitil dicd tp
friglit and the other is hopelessly iii5iflO .

class of people who ind(ulge iii the ~iiotie prl'

tice efl icrpctiating pratctical jekeýs arýe I'
cd of weak ýjr unbaiaîîced ids. 111 til
two cases the jokers wiil endure a uîeut1UI P le

ilshînent lasting until dcath, bot thc c."np
iy înot bou worth anytuing te the claý15 pâj
reprosent. If it shouid lead to a refoiîîîSt

of universai extent the lesson, thougli .bUIICy

Nweubilbc of great value.(ecit 1>


