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) » “ He hag yet completed no

umem‘)l'ials of hie genius, yet it is
x:)t to assert that he has dome
‘are hith“‘g- To refute this assertion

® ‘ Wallenstein ;* his love poems

'fe’“v’nt At iuterest; his * Anclent Marin-

toucheg of profoundest tender-
« o torrop, .the wildest and most bewilder-
Chriys Do) » his holy and sweet tale of
I riche”’l Wwith jts riech enchantments
Mitleg an Umanities ; the depths, the sub-
T-’&xeqy the pensive sweetness of his
.eattmd’ ;lhe heart-dilating sentiments
It oo . CUED his ¢ Friend.” ”
tonvenient to divide our re-
“denthree parts. 1. Treating of
o Mflgey 8 In his life; 2. Of his genius
Beajy, ¢ enerally; 8. Of his poetic

1, Wo be
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gIn with his history.

aylor Coleridge was born at

g‘)’%th 17 Mary, in South Devon, Octob-
leriqge > His father, the Rev. John

' Wag Magter of the Free School

81 o Ang ,
r Johy Alterwards Viear of the parish.

; ‘o, ang &¥lor Coleridge was a grand-

® Present Lord Coleridge is a

glan
: Z"% wag dson of Coleridge’s father. The

W0 years younger than Words-
:‘&ra erye&r Younger than Scott, two
 lay ol than Southey, and two and
w Hiy !at‘,l;; than Lamb.
hag "%entr Was a remarkable and some-
of s Ve h:'ic man. He wrote a Latin
« the o0 ' Which he changed the names
Quy)y > Dutting for the Ablative, the
re, quidditive ease.” We can
:::thm:“;and whence Coleridge drew
her o o a’“"l and unusual terms. His
hﬂp Dlagy iudsensglble and somewhat com-
mg“len \ pe hOf a lady who had an
.h&tor “hay Thaps a contemptuous feel-
of byy, avepsichom young ladies.”” Could
the Nine 8en the kitchens at the close
Co teenty century.
Qh“ ! ing; h: ;ather died when he was
whe:: * Hospyy 782 the future poet entered
to by be pep, 8l (the Blue Coat School)
the 278 hag 5 el untll 1791. He seems
fnq , 2dma, e:‘mﬁ*@ra.ble life there. Boyer
g Imp’trte’ W{is an excellent scholar,
s ; d his geholarship to Cole-
t} " Mgy there does not seem to have
Ve p, to cheep
Yenq (10? anqg pe or comfort the sensi-
to - With p Was so far from being con-
w aDD’Gntiees Dosition that he wanted
‘Begacq“&hl himself to a shoemaker
Ore tance he hag made.
“1&: inbereg: & of fitteen C(ioleridge was
1 leg, ed o theology and meta-
tergpy, RO tel
!elﬁ.1'ia, ang 8 us in his Blographia
ayq t;: hig 'Em;s Cfiarles ILamb chron-
‘I“"b' Irty Yoar, on “Christ’s Hospital five
w, ' ago,” . . ¢
?%n ay aboyg, >’ publighed in 18380.
Whigy T than ¢ two years and a halt
"ehrht-:eg“n bet::idge. and the friendship
th Oapita, €en these two men at

* Ohg

Yoo, 1erid’ énded only - with the

. the d!e, followed in the same
ba,,h" Pememb:alh of Lamb., Here is
da’epnto o ance of hig friend : “Come
a !b:;ng ™V like as thou was In the
lay ny Solu ¥ fancles, with hope like
r;dga turne fore thee-.the dark pil-

d—Samuel Taylor Cole-
e’east’ephysiclan, Bard! How

till“m passer through the
. €ntranced with admira-

: . to ‘
Q‘Jam&“"eet h?ear thee unfold in thy

tonations the mysteries

or
" Plotinug (for even In these
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years thou waxedst not pale at guch phil-
isophie draughts), or reciting' Homer In
his Greek, or Pindar—while the walls of
the old Gray Friars re<«cho to the aec-
cents of the ingpired charity boy.”
While at Christ’s Hospital Coleridge
swam thHe New River and allowed

his clothes to dry on his body,
an event to which many have
attributed the chronic rheumatism to

which he was subject in after years.
During his time at school his faith had
got greatly unsettled. Boyer sug-
gested that he ghould go to Cambridge and
prepare for Holy Orders, when the pupil
astonished his head-master by explaining
that he was an infidel, a confession which
was followed by a flogging. Coleridge
afterwards declared that the flogging was
well deserved, we may take leave to doubt
whether it was quite wise. A story goes
that once after flogging him, Boyer hdded,
“There is one more, because you are so
ugly.” Coleridge never was quite beauti-
ful. He had flabby cheeks, and a large
mouth ; but his forehead was ‘ divine”
and his eyes were beautiful.

In 1791 he went to Cambridge and was
an undergraduate ai Peterhouse until
1794, when he left without taking a de-
gree. In 1792 he gained the gold medal
for a Greek ode on the Slave Trade. In
1793 he ran away from Cambridge— ap-
parently on account of some not consider-
able debts which he had incurred in no
dishonourable manner, and enlisted in a
Regiment of Dragoons under the name of
Silag Titus Cumberbatch, thus preserving
his initiale—S.T.C. In 1794 he was
bought off and returned to Cambridge for
the Michaelmas 4¢erm; but this was his last.

About Christmas he was lodging at the

‘“Salutation anl Cat,”a tavern near Templ2

Bar. There he met Charles Lamb and oth-
er choice spirits; and his conversation Is
said to have been go entertaining that the
landlord offered him free board and lodg-
ings, if he would only remain and enter-
tain his other guests. In the long vaca-
tion of 1794 he had eone to Oxford and
there had met Roberi Southey who was
then an undergraduate at Balliol College,
and nexi: year he went to visil Southey
at Bristol. Mr. Josoph Cottle, subsequent-
ly the generous publisher of these men’s
works, speaks of the impression made upon
him by southey and Coleridge. We may
note, in passing, that Joseph Cottle is the
brother of Byron’s “Amos Cottle”in “Eng-
lish Bards and Scotch Reviewers.”
“Never,”” he says, “will the eifect be ef-
faced produced on me by Southey. Tall,
dignified, possessing great suavity of man-
ner, an ey« piercing, with a countenance
full of genius, kindliness, and intelligence.”
O1 Coleridge he says, “I instantly descried
his intellectual eharacter, exhiblting as he
did, an eye, a brow, and a forehead indl-
cative of cominanding genius.”

During this visit Coleridge made the
acquaintance of Sara Fricker to whose
younger slster Southey was engaged. Cole-
ridge became engaged to Sara but with
characteristic indecision seems to have
paid very little attention to her, seldom
writing, until Southey weunt and told him
that he had gone too far tuv draw back.
in 1795 he married, and so did Southey.
It is to thig that Byron refers when he
says in “Don Juan'’: ..

“When he and Southey following one path,
Espoused two partners (milliners of Bath)"”

. ence, there must have been
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The milliners appear to have been of Bris-
tol, not of Bath, and his Lordship did not
show himseli quite the gentleman by this
reference to them.

Coleridge and his wiie resided for some
time at Overstowey ani at Cleveden, in So-
mersetghire. Here they seem to have been:
very happy; and here some of Coleridge’s
best poetical work was done. In 1800
they removed to Greta Hall in Westmore-
land. In 1806 Coleridge almost ceased to-
write poetry. A gradual estrangement
gseems to have taken place between him
and his wife. It would serve no purpose
to enter into the details which would make
it intelligible. It would be easy to hold
a brief on either side or on nelther or on.
both. When Coleridge could go travelling
in Italy and leave his family for six.
months without any notice of hils exist-
gomething
wrong on his side. We must here remem-
ber his opium habit and other things. At
any rate, in 1810 he left his family in West-
moreland, and never went back to them. At
the same time he gave up entirely to them
an annuity of £150 which had been settied:
upon him by the Westwoods about the
time of his wedding, in order to enable
him to continue his literary work.

Coleridge’s efforts to make a living were
quite sincere but never very effectual —
partly through his owm want of business
habits, partly through his unfortunately
not meeting with just and generous treat-
ment. In the first instance, he and South-
£y thought of emigrating to America, and
setting up a sozialistic community—a Pan--
tisocracy, as they Ilproposed to call it..
But thig came to nothing. Then Coleridge
thought of bacoming a Unltarian minlster,
and amusing stories are told of his ap-
pearing In the pulpits of that denomina-
tion, elad in a blue coat and white walst-
coat. Sometimes his sermons were rather
ridiculous—on corn laws, hair tax and such
subj:cts—and sometimes, Hazlitt assures
us, they were full of power.

From the pulpit he turned to the press;.
and tried to set up a newspaper called the
Watchman., He gota good many sub-
seribers. But he offended a large portion
of them by denouncing th: exaggerations
of Liberty, and another portion by speak-
ing In condemnation of fasting, so that
the list of subscribers which began with
1,500 soon dwindled to nothing. From.
this he went to the Morning Post on.
which he worked until 1800; and there-
can he little doubt that his writings were
the making of this paper. As a simple
fact, Stuart, the proprietor, bought the:
copyright of the paper for £600 and sold:
it for £25,000. Moreover, he offered Cole-
ridge hali shares in the profits if he would
bind himself to the paper and give all his.
writing toit. But Coleridge wouldn't be
bound. He little thought how he would
have, in a few years, to work on a paper
under far less favourable conditions.

In 1809-10 he put forth, somewhat Iir-
regularly, a periodical called The Friend.
If we were to judge from the selections
from this paper which the author repub-
lished In 1818, we should wonder at the
dullness of a- public which could not appre-
ciate such literature. If, however, we conr
sider the business arrangements of the au-
thor, we may cease to wonder,

At various times during Coleridge’s life
he sought to make something by lectufes
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