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persons iii authority in lier own colones-then surely the time lias arrived
for coercion of the most vigorous~ type. Twelve inonths ago coercion mighit
have meant nothing more thani a Land Bill and a Local Government Bill,
now it ujeans policemen's batons : it would be a terrible thing if some day
it camîe to inean fixed bayoniets and bail cai tridge; but, in the words of Sir
Michael Hicks-Beach, IlThe law must be enforced at any cost*" The longer
coercion is delayed, the harsher ultimately wiIl it be. In tlie incipient
stages of a disease, niild reiedies may be exhibited ; when the disease has
gathered force and permeates t}e entire systein, nothing but the niost
vigorous treatinent is of avail. If a Crime,% Bill is found to be ineffica-
cieus, few people would bie surprised te see resort being made to disenfran-
chisenient and martial law. T. ARNOLD IIÂULTAIN.

THlE HABITANS 0F LOWE-8 (ANI4DA.-I.

Taeudil a large proportion of the population of Canada is Frencb, thougli
the French langruage is greatly used in Law Courts, iii Parliament, and
in offioial documents, it is surprisin g how little ainong the English.-speaking,
part of the coinmunity the French are known, or their language understood
and cultivated. L is quite the exception arneng the English residents of
sucli a city as Montreai te find one who can converse equally in Frenchi or
English, and by ne mneans rare te find those wlio have as littie knowledge
of the language as thougli tbey liad neyer heard it spoken or seen it written.
This anonaaly is iii great degree, doubtless, the result of pre-determination.
The Englishi do flot speak French, because they do net want te speak it,
and look rather askance at these of their compatriets who are bi-lingual.
As a natural consequence, the manners and customns of the French portion
ef a city's population are but littie knowi or understeed by the Engii.sh;
while the li Litans dwelling in the country round about, and leading
the lives ef farmers, are stili more an unknown people. To know a people
it is before ail things necessary te know their language, and after that te
live among theni and associate witlî thein.

The leabitan of Lower Canada affords interasting matter for study
sociologically, and thie fact that lie is a factor ef ever-increasing value in
Canadian politica gives that study seine importance. Hie differs frein
almo8t every other nation et the soil of this great cis-atlantic civilisation
in the tacts of his cententmeîît, bis strong attachinent te the particuler
corner of the globe in which lie dwells, and lis satisfaction with the con-
dition ef things as hae actually tinds tliam. H1e is net ever striving te better
his surroundings by introdueing new inetliods of tilling thc soul or reaping
the grain, by iîuproved sceimes et draining, or scientitic systeins of manur-
ing. The land that yieldetl support for bis grandtather continues te yiald
support for hum, and wliy should he need more? 1 s imagination is net
fired by wonderful tales of far-off Western lands that produce sixty bushels
to the acre, nor is lie tempted (except when pressed by increase et popula-
tion) te seek bis fortune in a richer country. The lieuse that lias servad
his father suits him ; the furniture te whidh lie was accustomed as a dliild
still satisfies. H1e is untouched by the modern craving for things new and
better. Hae is, in a word, contant. "Contentnient is great gain," as
the old copy-book lina of our boyhood infornied us ; but contentinent la
net thie cause et pregress nor the comnpanien of that rastless striving for
iniprevement whidhl is perhaps the most markad featura of modern lite on
tlis continent. The kay te thecdharacter of the French-Canadian is that hie
is thoroughly contente([ witl ibis lot, and witbal, happy tharein. But it is a
cententinent thiat springs, liot frein a philosophical detarmination te lirait
lis desires te his means, but frein a poerty of desire tliat is satistied by
b is means. lie is satistled, for lie knows net what te, wisli for ; and lie is
happy, bacause lie is iatisfied. Truly a mest blessed individual! oe is
almost tempted te, exciaim.

* Whan living ankeng the Frencli in thoe parts ef Lowar Canada where
one can sea thain ait naturel, oe is certain te lie struck, at a tirst glance,
by the extrema siniplicity of their surroundings when mentally compared
with the farmers cf Ontarie. Tlie cletliing cf the liabitari is usually
mnade et the plainest tabrics; nor are the garments ef the gentiar sex less
cearse than those cf the mnen. IlHomespun " -is the mule, and in every
b ouse the spinning-wheel is the most familiar siglit, whila inany boast cf
the hand lom. Tle furnishings of the lieuse, tee, are in strict keeping
with the clothing cf its owner. Chairs and tables cf the plainest and
coamsest description, unmelieved by any attempts at uphelsteming or orna-
mentation, stand nakedly about a bare and uncarpeted floor. The walls
and ceiling are usually boards whitaned, and somatimes, it înay be, papered
witli old wrapping papers, or other patchwork contrivanca. If thera mnay

* be an attempt at a campet, it is te be fouîîd in the "habst badreoom," an
apartinent set aside for the use cf chance visitors, whera a species of rag
matting covers the floor. The table furnishings, tee, are of the cenimonest
deif, unrelievad by any coloumed pattera or ornament. And sncb a lieuse
as this is îîet the dwelling ef an intemior member of the community. Ha
is prebably a man of inudl importance, a leader in polities, a fallow cf
weiglit in village intrigue. In Ontario lie weuld have bis parleur organ,
lis liorse-hair sets, bis tapastry carpets, and lace curtains ia the sitting
rocin; whula in thc driving shed there would be a light-runining top buggy
cf newest design. Th~le liabitan lias none cf thase, and as a means cf locomo-
tion lie stili frequently uses the old meiable cx, in single liarnass, and driven
with a bit in bis moutb. A pair cf oxen tandem is net an impossible,
thougli a higbly curions, siglit in Lower Canada.

Lt is net, liowever, amid surroundings sucli as tliese that oe would
look for a people complctely abraast with modern thouglit and modern
progress, even in their own aphere ef lita. As a mule, the habitan never
reads, and the majority çannot, aven if the inclination were nlot wanting.
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Net in one bouse in a hundred will there be found a nawspaper cf any
kiud, or any bocks -except prayer baoks--or reading, itiatter. The little
knowledge tlîat is possessed cf wlîat, is goig oii around thein is gathered
freom fireside or readside gossip. or talk at the churcli deer. The "lchurdli
door " plays a miost important part in the social lite. Lt is at once a
mediunm fer a(lvertising, and a vehicle for spreading news. It a man loses
a ceat or a bag, on flic road, it ila "cal led " at the clîurch door; if hae wants
te employ inen or te huy timiber, or te build bouses, a "lcal " is made at
the chiurch door. Perhap, nie eue tact, more than this, brings se torcibly
betore ns tha very primitive manner of life of this people. The Ilchurcli
deor " is the important agent it is, becanse it effars the enly means et
reaching the people. Lt is the oe channel cf communication frein the
outar world te the country sida. As the people do net raad, and do net
gatiier en masse except en Sunday, there is ne othar means of gettingy at
thein. And it is for this reason that the political speech, aftr mass, on
Sunday, still obtains in Lower Canada, te the great scandai cf Protestant
Ontari. Thougli the speech at the church door sacins te saveur cf clarical
influence, sucli is net necessarily the case. The church deer is used in this
instance, as iii the others, niierely as the mest cenveniant and natural
nîcans et reacbing thc peopla. Lt is net te ba deniad, hoevar, that the
door of the churdli is net tam frein the altar rails, and on occasions, the
extrema case witlî which influence may be exerted frein the latter proves
too convenient te be altogather lest siglit et. A hint froin M. la Curé lias
more influence than a wliole eration from M. le Candidat.

The influence et the pariali priest ovar the French-Canadian people is
enornieous, and indeed cani scarcely be over-estimated. Ail the most inti-
mata and privata relations of social and domestic lite ara laid bare bafore
himi-they lia in the liollow et lis liand, as it were, and can bc moulded
as lie pIeases. Tha parish pricat holds a pesition in regard te bis flock tam
different frein that cf a Protestant clergyman. The nîost that the latter
can hope for, and what he aims a.t, is te gain the confidence and affection
et bis cengregatien ; te attm-act thein hy bis aloquenca or davotion, and
hld thain by blended feelings of admiration and respect. The priast
dlaims lis people as et riglit : ha commands, and they must obey. Lt is a
muatter et indiffemenca te Iiîîmh whîather or net tbey admire bis aloquenca; te
criticise his doctrine they dare nct. Lt is netnecessary for lin te ingratiate
himselt witb then ; lia enters their homes as oe liaving authority, and
dictates hew their (lemestic concerna shaîl ha arranged. No man may
inarry, or aven court a girl with a, view te marriage, witbeut bis leava. Hie
needs not te beg-and heg tmuitlessly as do se many Protestant mînisters-
for the nacessary funda te carry on bis work : hae claima lis titlies under
solemn treaty obligations, and can anforce lus dlaim la the law courts et
the Province. Wlth powers sucli as these, backed by spiritual terrers
hlid over an ignorant and unleamned people, it would ha surprising if the
pariali prîest were net a mnan et beundîcas influence in the parish. fis
fleck, on the other baud, leok te hlm as their sata guida and advisem in ail
matters et difficulty and trouble. is advice, if asked, bas a weight and
influence sucli as the advice of none ether can bava. G. C. C.

PROHIBITIONIST [NYSTRUCTION IN SCII00L.

THE article on Alcehol, in the Manual of ilygiene, lataly issuad by the
Provincial Beard cf tlaalth, and autbomisad by the Departant et Educa-
tien, is an uintair statemnent et the case, and is net in accerdanca with the
best maedical avidence. The writar la avidently a teetaler cf tha extrema
type-elle of thosa whe think any terturing cf scientitic evidenca par.
iiissibla ici the interast et bis idea et tamperanca. There can ba ne objec-
tion te the taaching of seund Christian temperance in our sclicols; but
we suraly onght net te allow our text-beoks te ha used for tha taaching cf
the paculiar viaws cf thosa who saek te torce thair opinions as a mule et
conduct upen others. What la te be theught et the morality tauglit in
section à518 et thîis manual, whicli says : IlTo set an axample et abstinence
frein thea use et ail initoxicating liquers is the enly way te avoid thie
responsibility of leading others into habits et intemparanca," in viaw et
the tacts that Christ Himiselt drank wina and made it for the use cf others,
and that His Churci lias used it for centuries ln the Sacrament of the
Eucliarist 1

Tire wbola article weuld lead one, unacquainted with the subject, te
suppose that medical evidauce coîîcurred lu condemning aven tha moderata
use et alceholic hevarages, wheraas the tacts ara antirely the other way.
Sir James Paget bas pointed eut that the opinions et the medical profession
ara, by a vast înajerity, in faveur et nîoderation as oppoed te abstinence,
and Prof. Bernays says that for avery miedical man of distinctien la faveur
of total abstinence, lie cal peint te twenty against it. Paget says tliat
the modarata use et alcoholic drinks is genarally hanaficia], and that in the
question between temperance and abstinenîce the verdict should ha la
faveur et temperance. Ha points out that its habituai use lias been for
centuries the custoin et a large m-ajority et civilisad nations-tbat there i5
a natural disposition among ci vilised men to use alcohelie stimulants, and
te beliave that sncb a natural taste has a purposa for good rather than for
avil. A coniparisen et the races that de not witli tliose that do use aIco-
liolic drinks bears eut this balief. The eastarn races are net longar-lived
nor haalt' ier than the western, and cemtainly a comparison et their working
and tliinking power is everwlielmingîy in faveur cf the westerns. The
experience et mankiîîd is bottem than individual experience, snd the alcohl
question must be viewad frein a broad standpoint if we wish te arrive at
the truth. The question is net wliatler alcohel is a nacessary article et
food, but wlietlier many persens can live in battar licalth and comfort
witli than witliout its use.


