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littie social peculiarities miay be said to have been somewhat overdone.
But the Maori, whom an inscrutable decree of a mysterious Providence bas
determined that we shall have ever with us, present typical varieties which
the sociologist, in tracing the differentiating offect of civilization, finds
valuable to consider.

I think it inay be fairly assumed that mince last they were pointedly
referred to in the public prints, these tribes ]lave sensibly increased in
numbers and aggressiveness. On that occasion Mr. Mattbew Arnold
called thorm Philistines. Now, while tbe Philistine was rio douht an
objectionable person in every sense in bis day, bis day is so inconceivably
romote as to invest the terni witb a glamour of antiquity in whichi the
reproach is semi-playful, dein[comiplimentary. But our Polynesian friends
are promeut, tangible, belligerenit, aud black. The added definiteness4 in.
the terni of opprobrium is strikingy and suggestive. 1 suppose this increase
may be accounted for in various ways. Perhaps, like the Anarchists, our
Maori arrive too rapi(lly for the slow action of our social forces, thougb
the race is flot nutably prolific. ITinfortuiuately fer our data, bowevcr, the
consus-takers are under nio compulsion to note tribal distinctions. The
growth of deînocratic sentiment is accountable for a good many of them.
Nothing is more palpable to the average Maori than tire fact that lie is as
good as anybody else. lie mnay not possess as mnany wamipurïî strings, and
his wife may be uglier, lie will admnit; but iii ail other respects hoe is any
mnan's fellow. 'rir passion of loyalty does riot exi.st for inii; bis tailor
owns bis onîy fealty. Veneration he relegates te fools, and barely keeps
reverence iii his religion. Old thirîgs convey to bila only a sen4m of
deterioration ; hie finds biis supremnest architectural di.liglht iii new bricks
aud fresh mortar. Tho untained liceise of the Press encourages tllis
unprincipled person. It is hia daily gratification to inHpect bis ileighbour's
clothea-line as it insauspendod froin one reportorial columui to another, with
comrmenta by the editor. It iià one of bis favourite mnaxima8 that ailything
is justitiably publishod whichi interetL a large numubor of people. li11
knows a great mnany distinguimhed People initillatoly to speak of, and anl
Amorican Maori invariably alludes to tlîe executive leads of bis Republic as
IlGrover " and Il Fraukie. " liere it was once a favourite audacity ainonig
the lower orders to, cal the lPrincess " r. orne, but tbe- sacrilegIe was
sternly stamrped out of existence by titat truc courtier the Toronto 11ail.

Maorian literary tastes arc riot, of course, so eamily demignated. A
parody appoals 8trongly to the cultivatod Maori, and the worse tbe parody
the botter ho likes it. le bias a atorn of witlmeriing conite!rnpt ahways on
tap, s0 te upeak, for Tennyson, htut only lavish praiseo for ", Hetsvy and
Are Out." 1 regret to soule to depreciate M r. (iarleton's poins by attri-
buting a Maori prediiection to them, but candour and a limnited poetic
scopo compel it. 'Tle well-rogulated Maori afrects history aind biography
and ail usoful reading to a laudable extont. 'Ihe almnanao, iii bis opinlion,
ranks weIl in literature, silice it conitainis momnothirîg thnt ho desires to know.
In fiction ho likes a story with a good deal of incident and accident-
though hoe condoins sonsationalisin--and lie likea it to end well. Ho1 is
particular about the cnding, and it not infrequently determnines the wlhole
menit of the book for him.

You will ineot this porson and bis fomninine represontatives in great
nui-ber and variety, and tire beat clothos purchasable, any afternoon. le
is eminently-arrantly-repectable, usually well-to-do, and ho wears anr
expression so complacent that it excites one'a wrath or compassion,
according to the temrperatture. He stops briskly through the fabric of
ideality that mo kind hîand lias cloth',d the world with. Lot us praise
heavon that the rents close up after himnl SARA JEANNETTE~ DUNCAN.

THIREE PRE SIDENTS.

LINCOLN.

I wAs almoat ashamed to take advantage of Mr. Seward's introduction to
President Lincoln, who hiad somnething to do in those tremendous days
besides receiviug idle visitora, though 1 amn afraid ho lîad a good înany idie
visitora, and, what was worse, a good îîîany office-seekera to recoivo. But
I vielded to the tenîptation, and fouîîd the President most kind aud
courteous. A glance was sufficient to dissipato the impression of Lincolni's
unseemly levity amidst scories of borror, whicb had been produced in England
by the repetition of bis jokos and apothegms. Caro and anxiety nover sat
more visibly on any mortal. brow. lis love of murufual poetry was a proof
that the natural temperamont of the man was melancboly,and bis face ahowed
that he feit the full nesponsibility of bis terrible position. 1 know not
whether there was any particle of trutli in the story that aften Chauceli-
onaville lie meditated suicide; but 1 cari well believe that Chancelloraville
went to bis heant. The littie atonies, eue or twe of which ho told in the
interview which I had with him, wore simply his habituai mode of expres-
sion, and porbaps ait the saine time a relief for bis surcharged miud-a

pincli, as it wone, Of mental snufft It is needless to describo Lincoln's
figure, or the homnelinoss of language whicli, when the theme was inspiriflg,
became, as iii the Gettysburg address, the purest eloquenco. Democracy
may certainly point with triumph to this Illinois Ilnail-splitter " as a proofthat hbgh culture is not always necessary to the making of a statosmail.
Indeed Lincoln's example is rather dangerous in that respect. The rootsof bis statestnanship were bis probity and riglit feeling, which are not theinvariable characteristics of the Western politician.

URÂNr.

Grant I saw in Stantou's office, and hoe struck me as a quiet and mostunpretending thunderboît of war. In the camp I saw bis tout, which. wasas plainly equipped as that of any subaltern, and it was well kuown thatho hated iiitary parade. 0f bis strategy I arn no judge, nor can 1pretend te decide whether any good purpose was served by all the carnageof tbe last caml)aign ; but beyond question the victor of Fort Donelson
wvas felt to bo the ihiitary pillar of the Northi. Grant was thorougblyloyal both to the cause and te bis colleagues. 1 suppose it must lie saidthat hoe was ruithîcas. Hie certaiîîly was, if it be true that ho refused to
excbiange priseners wbien blis soldiers were perishing by thousands in thenîurderous prison camp at Andersonville. But if hoe shed blood withoutstint, lie bronghit the slaughter to a close. Happy, if ho had nover beendragged into politics 1 Dragged into tbem i n the first instance ho was.People bioped that as lie lîad been the sledge-hamnîer of the ouemy, howvould bo tire sl(dfedg-haininer of corruption ; and lot it always ho bornein nîind that lie did at tirat try te forai ail indepeudent Cabinet, and toshakeocfF the- îvire-pullers, tîtouglu bis attempt was ait once foiled by bisignorance of the gaine, and lic feîl more belplessly into the banda of thewire-pullors than the least liet of bis predecessors. Afterwards ho, nodoubt, becaine amnbitious, or ait least desirous of smoking bis cigar in theWhite lieuse, and of having patronage to bestow upon bis friends.irarsferring bis inilitary ideas te civil administration, ho tbought himselfbounii te stand by bis friends under fire, evon wben they wore guilty ofcorruption. That lic was himacîlf ever guilty of anytbing worse thaniudelicacy was nover seniously asserted. A mari who had approacbed
Iiiim with a cerrupt oerturo weuld certainly bave licou kicked eut of theroomi. Grant's book, iii its straiglitforwardness and simplicity, is theperfect reflection cf bis character. Ris maniner was certainly unpolished,
and iii this respect lie was a contrast te General Meade, wbose acquaintauce
1 aftcrwards muade, and who seetiîcd te mie the model of a soldier and agentlemn. Once, ait least, Grant said a good tbing. He was told that biseuemny Surrneî', wbo was a sublinme egetiat, did net beliove in the inspira-tion of the Scriptures. "I sbould think net," replied Grant ; "ho did not
write thein hirmself, 1 believe."

CLEVELAND.

1 desired te look upon the face of President Cleveland more than I had
dcsired te lock uponl the face cf any American statesmnan mince Lincoln.
It is, as mniglt lie expecteil, a face ful oîIf streilgth and firinneas. Se hiappy
anr cvent, I apprehcend, as titis Prcsident's electien has net for a long tinie
taken place in the United States-I inay say on the continent, for the
good influence of a triumiph of pulic probity extended even te Canada.
Mr. Cleveland was net one of the- "available mou" of whorn the country
biîd sncb bitter experience in the persons of Polk and Buchanan; nor liad
lie attaincil party premninence by stump oratery or the arts of a demagogue.
lu rhetonic, indeed, hoe secîns te ho rather deticient. Ho bad sbown him-
self worthy te goveru the nationi by bis conduct as Governor of the Stateof New York. Ris bearing during the caînpaign, especially the manly
frankness with wbich hoe met tho charge brouglit against bim ou accountof tho sins of bis youtli, was a moat favounable omnu of bis future conduct.It excited a streîîg feeling iu bis faveur even in Canada, where geuerallylitthe intereat is felt in the politica of the United States. He is newtreading, as it seems te me, with a finmn aud resolute stop, the ardueuspath of civil-service neferm. Teo muchi must net ho exacted of bim. Itcannot fairly ho expected that lie shall cast off panty ties or diaregardparty obligations : boueur, as well as necessity, ferbids him. The scale,it is truc, was turned in bis faveur by the Indepeudent Repuhuicaus, wlie,te use the Ainerican phrase, bohted their party ticket; but ho recoived bisnomination frein the Democrats, and ewed bis ehectien mainhy te thein.The Independent Repuilicans theinselves have not repudiated Party,thougli tbcy will hardly get back inte the lines. By bis leyahty te refon,Preaident Clevelaud bias already incunred the batned of Tammany and ofail the corrupt. On the ethen baud, ho lias, 1 trust, won the héarta andwihl roceive the support of ahl wbo cane less for any party than for theceuntry.-Gcîdwin rnith.. "!Itue Capital of the United States," in Mac-millan.

TUtE sharehoîders and custemens alike of the Canadian Bank of Comn-merce are te ho congratulated in the prospects before that institution. Tbeiufusiou of now bleod into the Board liy the accession of threo new dirocters,and ospecialhy the eloction as President of Mn. H. W. Darling, tho Presi-dont of the Board of Trade, a gentleman of vigereus habit, in tho prime oflife, and woll vorsed in commercial affaira,-give every promise of afiounishing business. Aud that tbe intention is te fulfil the promise maYho infonnod from the prompt aud judicieus measures that preceded theinelOctin-clearing tbe dock of a quantity of questionalile assots, whichneducea the nominal amount of the Rest indeod, but, reînoving whatutiglit prove te ho a more delusien, adda, on the other band, immOIisOly tothe effective fighting power of tho slip.


