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,iity-of his 'holy nature, averse .from. sin. .There. is then a
law of the Divine, nature,; which, seems liecessarilyto se,~
parate- hlm from the sinner.. God i. sepuitted lfrom.the
sinner by the necessity of his nature,. no less than thesin-
ner from God bv the voluntary .act of disobedience.-. The
work of Christ «therforè was not only to, remove the obsta-
cle. to reconciliation on.the side of the.sinner, but also that
on the aide of God. The first h le removes by. making the.
sinner penitent ; 'the second by making him holy..
*When penîtent, he is reconciled te God ; when holy,
God is. recünciled to him. A similar truth may be detéc-
ted -in the theory of Grotius.. But the error in ail these
systems is tu make that a, limitation of God's will, which
is in reality a manifestation of hig, nature.

&. Nor are we to suppose that this: succession of theo-
ies is: merely .a change Irom, o né error to another, merely
a substitute of one defective. There has been flot onl-Y
change but progress. Through the whole history of the
doctrine we. see a steady advance of thought, and what
each age has gained, that it retains. .The doctrine be-

gining at flrst as a transaction in the supernatural world
beyond the sphere of human .experience., cornes at last lin-
to the region of human ideas and relations. Beginning
in a fantastiec realm of images, and.passing th rough a me-
taphysical world of abstractions, it enters at last the do-
main of spiritual experience. Its course, is flot yet ended,
ner has it as yet ta-ken its complete and per.fect Sorm, in
which it can satisfy. the d eiands both o£ the reason and of
the religîous nature. But it cannot go. bck to any. of its
previous forms. Their defectshaving be.en ojike fully seen,
the possibility of their recovering their former influence is
forever prevente d. The course of t4is doctrine, like that


