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for it in- our churches, and receive a general idea of its

,purpose and origin before we. are old ýenougli to read- in-
tel1ligently the accotints in the Gospels. ýT4e ordinance
hasalways been thus a dmimstered. This -is the, account
whichwe ail have reeeived :frôm Pur fathers, andthoy
fromn theirs.; and it must,, therýefore, be true.

*Could. we , if we had neyer before heard of -the; Lord'ýs
iSupper, or seen it administered, be indt.c9 d, by any, Rsur
apces to believe that we had known. and, partîcipated .. ini

such.an. ordinance, and. had.-been familiar, -with it f.rom
Our childhood 1 And is it more probable, that our. ances-
tors, two or ten generations since, were thusdeceived 1
tht ýthey could. be mnade to believe that an. altar which
was raised in their..very sigh.t was a. tinie-honored memo-
rial-altar which they had known from.infancy,? -At what
timP wvas. this. mighty fraud -effiected 1 History answers
not. Ther- is no trace in her records of any period, since
the tixne.of Christ, when an atternpt was made..to -intro-
duce, or to revive, the observance .of th. Supper..,: That
observance, therefore, we conolude, has been. held contin-
ually in the Christian Ch.urch, from the. days of its -Pivîne
founder.

Bu *t could such an institution have been, fkaudulently
introduced at a period.soon afer the death of the Saviour 1
Could the Çhristiau commuinity, ten or twenty.yearsafter
that event, have been persuaded that theïr. Master.in..a
solemu manner instituted this rite, if they had neyer heaxd
of it before 1 Or, to go back the- single stepthat reinains,
could one of the. Àpostles have- persuad.ed .the restthat
their Master had, in the presence of them ail, established
sucli au 'ordinance, when they .had.norememrnbra.nce .of
surh a seene 1 If not, the conclusion irrpsistibly follows,


