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Italian Petroleum.;
This valuable minerai product je abundant in

italy, and remarkably pure. Tbe city of Genoa
was long lighted 'with crado minerai cil. In the
provinces of Modena and Parma, it issues frein the
mud volcanoes, or froim parts adjacent. A Mr.
Fairman, of Pisa, has obtained freim the Govern-
ment the exclusive-right of search in the rich cil
districts of Reggio and Modena, besîdes an increas-
ed duty on the importation. Re is now offering
priv ileges on liberal ternms to English capitaliste.
The U. S. consul at Ancona (Mr. Charles Ribig-
hini), bas lately placed upon the English market
a very fine oit found in Southern Itaiy, which Le
calls fromn the place of its nativity IlToccolina."1 It
je described as perfectly limpid, of a bright yellow,
'without smell,.an*d of a gravity of 800éto 850.

Cheese as food.
On page 54 we published an article on this sub-

ject from, the Scientiflc .Ainerican, a later issue
3ays :-We remarked flot long since upon the sup-
crier nutritive qualities of this food, as evid enced
by the expérience of laborers in certain countries,
where it forme the strongest staff cf life. We have
since observed certain researche6 of a French
chemist, M. Charles Mens cf Lille, from which we
Jearn that certain cheeses, specifled as Dutcb,
Gruyère and Roquefort, contain fremn 26 te 40 per
cent of nitrogenized mattera, which are considered
the moat higbly nutritive constitutents cf food.
Conseqety these cheeses are from twenty-flve
te a udrd per cent more nutritive than bread
or meat, which je set down at*22 per cent cf nitre-
ge». In the combustible or fatty elements for
heating the body by respiration, cheese yields ouly
te butter or other fats. Again, in point cf minerai
nutrition,. cheese is foud pre-eminont, ccntaining7 te 8 per bout cf ashes, whereae meat and bread
contain only one per cent. The very richnes cf
this article, however, prejudices its utility in de-
licate stomache, 'whoe it je often found indigestible.
The strongeet food suite ouly the strongeet diges-
tion. The attention now given to an improved,
economised and increased manufacture cf chees,
je juetified, and will naturally be stimulated by
these facté.

OÙ Tanks.
The foundation and -part of the bottom cf the

second Iron Tank- at the station je now laid, and if
anY one wants te sec buienee and- hear a clatter,
let theni make a vieit te- those iren tanks, whose
appearance and gigantic proprtjons are now aston-
ishin1g the natives. The fireto eejecompleted inside,
and the oil ie uow being pumiped jute iL at the rate
cf 500 harrels per day. .The oil je conveyed in
pi pes fromn the rcceiving tank, a distance cf 60 rode;-
and fcrced ever the top cf the tank. The tank will
hold nearly 6,000 barrels when fuil.-bid.

Dangers of flurning .&merican Oil.
A well informed correspondent cf a New York

paper supplies the follcwing:
Ver ' little cf the refined-petroleum sold by the

retait dealer is even cf-fair qualiby. All, or ncarly
ail, the prime cils- are sold for eipert. If a refluer

or commission merchant bas a lot cf inferior cil,
either in colour or fire test, which latter je the in-
dex cf its safety for use, he selle it te the jobber,
who j» turn selle iL te the. retailer; and thus it
gees into consumptiodm Very few*ofthfose Who use
petroleuni ever get a prime article or anything near
it. The standard fire test for expert is now flxed
ut 110 degrmes Fahrenheit, 'which means that the
cils standing that test will Ùot give oif avapor that
'will bumn untit they have reached tbatpoint cf heat.
But their je an explosive vapor or gas geuerated at
about ten degrees below this, or ut about 110 de-
groeFahrenheit. Now, cils thut will stand the
requisite fire test fer expert are very seldom eold
for home consumption, the principal reasone being
that the inferior cils cf less fire test do -net cost eo
much te manufacture, and- hence arc sold for a lese
price. 1 tbirk 1 unm sale in gaying (and I have Lad
long experience in the trade) that nearly tll the cil
sold ut retail je under ene hundred degrees lire test,
which makes the explosive point about 90 degrmes,
and cousequently dahùgerous te use:- for ut that
,temperature the lump will be fllled ubove the cil
and may% contain a gas that explodes the instant it,
comes in contact with the flame. In summer, when
the temperature cf the atmosphere je cften above
90 degrees, ail receptacles ccntaining these light
cils are simply magazines cf danger only awaiting
somes unwary or careless baud* te apply the match
te spreud deuth and destruction around. Furthur
than this, mueh, very much, cf the cil thut je sold
and retailed out -for use te un8specting people will
net stand a lire 'test cf over eighty degrees, and
sumpies cau be obtained frem ulmeet uny dealer
in the trade cf cils ranging fromi that up te oee
hundred degrmes. 0f course the lighter the cil the
greater the danger. Another fruitful source cf
disuster in this connectien arises frcm the use cf a
new clues cf illuminators called (Heaven save the
mark!1 ) Il non-explosive cil." Thèse are nothing
more nom. lees than napthu, which je said to be men-
dered non-explosive by the use cf chemicals. This
nantha je se volatile thut if loft ini open vessele it
very sccu disappeare entîrely, pussing off by evap-
eration. This vapeur will se saturate or surcharge
the atmosphere as te cause thé meet terrific explo-
sion. A ligbted match or lamp in an atmosphere
se sumcharged bas cftc» preduccd the meet disas-
trous resuits, as witncss the fires at our cil yards,
at the wells and in many refineries that are burued.
Nearlyall thèse fires can bo tmaced teLLhe surcharged
condition cf the atmosphere at the tume with these
carbon gases. Goed reflued petmoleumi je as safe
te, burn in a lump as whale cil. IL gonerates ne
explosive gus, exeept àt a heat.that is nover predu-
ced by arny crdinary use, and iL je deplorable that
au article cf such vast censumption, and se beuifi-
cent in iLs influence i» ail the world, should bave
te bear the odium' which inevitably attaches on
account cf the many terrible disasters urising fromn
the cupidity-and disbon esty cf those who cheat the
public wîth these infemior and dungerous com-
pouuds.-Petrelia Sentinel

-Hardena steel bar te- its maximum, and iL will
,expand te a degree which may ho represcnted by
84; the. saine piece cf steel rcndered as scft as pos-
sible will only expand te 62.


