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THE SITUATION.

c

Congreman Hitt's resolution on the
trade relations of Canada and the United
Statesi not, we fear, -ikey to lead to any
Practical resut. The resolution contain
Irig a condition as a preliminary of negotia-
tion, on the part of the Republic, that
Canada shall first declare la desire to
enter into suc commercial arrangements
With the United States as would resut in
the complete removal of ail duties" ho.
tween the two countries, je one which hasj
in substance been distinctly negatived by
the present Canadian House of Commons.
There has been no apparent change of
opinion on the subject at Ottawa since
the vote was taken, and if the question

Were again brought up, notbing couid be
lonked for but a repetition of thn determi.
nation previously expressed. To the more
Cenideration of the trade relations of the
two countrios no such objection could be
Snticipated; the condition sougt to be
i crposed by the Hitt resolution conwhat
Would causeit rejection, if put to the
vote, by the Canadian Parliamont. If the
commissionors could go into the considora-
tion of the question with their volition
fre, no party in Canada would raise the
enightet objection to negotiat; on th
Contrary, negotiation would esunivernaly
Welcome. The appearance of the Hitt
resolution at the samne time as the pro-
posa to put higheor duties on many thinge
Wo snd to the States tay be a merecoinci-
dence or it may be the chind of desgn and

Ponicy. But whother it is the one or the
other, is al the same to Canada.

nd the American will not find escape from r
ustice less difficult. The more certain t
prospect of punishment may be expected C
o lessen the number of cases of crimes î
numerated in the schedule. On the sup- t
position that something like an average a
number of these crimes periodically re- c
urred with some approach to uniformity, t
here cannot be many now being commit- 1
ted undor concealment. When discovery
comes, the offonders wili be roduced to a
bhoice between restitution and suicide.
[ho difficulty ot knowing whethem restitu-
tion would be aceepted without punish.
nent, when it is great, will take away even
bhis alternative, and beave the offendor
alone with despair. If sucb a prospect doos
not operate as an effectuai warning and
deterrent, notbing will. It wouid not ho
safe te conclade that the crimes in the
schedule will wboily cease as a resait of
the extension of the power of extradition,
for wo know that the extraditable crimes
of the Aehburton -Webster treaty nover
ceased to ho committed; but we may rea-
sonably hope that the number wili in future
becomo lesse

Mr. Tappor, wbo went to Washington to
give the British Minister information on the
Behring Sea question, bas returnod to
Ottawa. The dlaims of Canadian sealers
for losses from seizuros coald scarcely have
been in torm te ho proved, for oniy since
the retarn of Mm. Tupper has Capt. Warne
arrivod at Ottawa fmom Vancouver with
powere ot attorney trom. the several dlaim.
ants. These dlaims extond over the iast
three years and show an aggnegate of $800,.-
000. What wil ho proved and admitted is
another matter. Meanwbiie the American
Governmont bas repeated the proclama-
tion pubiehed last year warning sealers
not to trospase in American waters in
Behring Sea.- So long as the limite of the
American juriediction in Behring Sea are
undoterminod, the proclamation conveys to
tomeigners ne decisive information. No
tauit can ho found with the proclamation;
Amemican jaidiction in these waters doos
certainly exiet; bow tam its hounde ex.
tend, the point in dispute, the proclamation
makes no -pretence of dotermining. The
difficuity is neither iessened nor increaeed
by a re-publication of the proclamation,
which in tact leaves the mattor in contes-
tation precisely where it was hofore. We
shall bave to await the resuit of the nego-
tiations now going on at Washington hotoro
we can hope to 800 tis point cleared Up.

That aLicu-nlture, taken generallv. innt

in a prosperous condition unfortunately
The alterations made by the United does not admit of dispute. On the agricul-

States Senate in the Extradition Treaty ture of the United States, the statistician
with Great Britain have not prevented its of the Department of Agriculture, Mr. R. J.

being signed by the Queen and counter. Dodge, in the report for March, attempts to

signed by Lord Salisbury. The treaty was throw some light. He rightly refers present

Published in the London Gazette on Tuesday low prices of agricultural produce to the

and will go into operation on Thursday inexorable law of supply and demand. Less

next, 3rd April. After that date refugees than one.fourth of the world's inhabitants
froI either Canada or the United States, est wheat; of those who abstain from this

Ruilty of offences for which extradition is grain many do so from necessity. Mr

provided, will not be able to find a secure Dodge contends that the salvation of

asylum by crossing the frontier. The American agriculture is to be sought in th
Canadian refugee will find no rest for the production at homo of $240,000,000 of

sole of his foot tillh e gets on Mexican soil, agricultural products now imported, and i

educing the profit of the middleman and
he carrier. Farmers are advised to sell to
onsumers their own fruit and vegetables, as
f it were probable it had not occurred to
hem to try to do so and that they had not
ascertained that it does not pay to hunt up
onsumers in detail and run the risk of the
ruit rotting. Among the things which are
now imported and which he thinks should
be grown at home Mr. Dolge enumerates
ugar, animals and their pro lucts, fibres,
fruits, nuts, barley, leaf tobicco, and wines.
There may be and are in mLt instances
good reasons for the importations. Sugar
cannot be grown in the United States
except at enormous cost, and many people
will not use American tobacco when they
can get Caban, which is far superior. The
Canadian barley imported was far better
than the average American, and Califor-
nia wine is far inferior to European. The
nation bas refused to import foreigu ships
and its mercantile navy has sunk to-very
small dimensions because ships cannot be
produced nearly as cheaply at home as
they jcan be purchased abroad. By what
means are the products of the farm
enumerated to cease to be imported ? By
erecting a Chinese wall of prohibitive
duties? But if prohibition has proved
disastrous to the commercial marine, what
hope is there that it would relieve Ameri-
can agriculture ?

It is natural perhaps that British Colum-
bia minere should desire to prevent Chinese
competing with them by working in the
mines, With this end in view, they have
sent a petition to Ottawa, praying that this
prohibition may be made applicable to the
Nanaimo, Wellington, and Comox mines.
The evidence taken in California is that
Chinese are specially valuable as minera,
and it is quite probable that some British
Columbia mines would pay Chinese but not
white men to work. When we have ad.
mitted the Chinaman to this country, we
cannot without injustice deny him the rigbt
to labor; besides, to do so would be to
compel himi to look to crime as the only
resort to sustain existence. That certain
mines cau be worked without Chinese labor
is true, but this is not true of all; and if a
single case of an accident in a mine can be
traced to a Chinaman, the fact is too nar-
row to draw a conclusion from affirming the
incurable carelessness of a whole race.

As we predicted, the Berlin Labor Con.
ference finds it impossible to come to an
agreement on shortening the hours of
labor, se greatly do they vary in different
countries. England led the way, long ago,
in legislation for the protection of women
and children in connection with unhealthy
kinds of labor, and it is now admitted the
other nations represented at the Conference
can at most follow her example. There
Bhas of late been a great shortening of the
hours of labor in many countries, and the
tendency now is to make extreme demands
in this direction, forgetful of the fact that,
in many occupations, diminished labor
time means decreased production, and a
consequent lessening of the fund out of
which wages can be paid. Emnperor Wil-

n liam's wel-meant effort is not likely to pro-
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