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OUR BERVIOE fJONTEMPORARIES.

Portugal desires to extend her ship.
building indus(ry and econouaise ber
naval expenditure, and, like some other
nations, would like a firm ni eiperience
ahroad to take a new yard tnder itq
supervision, jus( as Sir Chuarles Palinier
brouglit iuto successful operation (lie
great establishuient at Bilbaso. It bas j ust
been decided to construct a îîew Navy of
23knot protective cruisers, wood and
copper sheatbed, like (the Japanese
cruiser Voskil][o; of 28-knot (orpedo-
boat detroyers ; 23 -kliot (orpedo-boats;-
of river gun -boats and vedette-boats. The
goverunieut propose to pay about ,/'i ir,-
i ii aunually for a period of tweiay
years, and instead of giving tlue work out
to contrac( intend to invite a shipbuilder
of Great Britain, France, Germany, and
(lie United States (o state liow many
vessels of (lie type indicated lie wiIl sup-
ply for (lie iîoney on certain conditions.
He must make a yard at Lisbou, and lie
wiIl get (lienachiuery of (lie existilig
goverument factory, aud their staff of
cificers and mlechanics will lie able (o
import plant, insterial, and fuel free of
i'uty, wihh have sole riglit of shiphnihding
.and repairing iu Portugal sud lier colon-
ies, aud at (lie eunl of twenty years wil
have (the privilege of handing over (lie
yard (oe(lie state.

It is stated ini several papers (bat Il al
the 'imiproved miagazine rifles' whichi
h ive bnen subinitted te(lie suthoritit:s
since (lie Lee-Mletford was sdopted have
beeu rc-jec'ed. The lalest, wliicli was
suibniued soine weeks ago, wss declared
to lie eutirely (oo couiplicated ini its
cliaracer, ani (o possess no superiority
whiatever over (lie Britishi weapon. iL
shows, hîowever, wlat a remarkable coin-
petitive spirit lias been inspired by (lie
Lee-Mletford lle (liat about a dozen
weapous have been submiitted in about
as inay nionths (oe(lie War Oflice."p This
reads funuihy after (lie burst c f indignant
wra(hî with wbiCli (le Timues aud most
other Enghîsli journals ireated (lie uews
of (lie adoption of Lee Metford. As we
poin(ed out at (le ieure it was only fair
that time sliould lie allowed for (lie
newly-adop(ed weapou (oelie fully tes(ed,
as (lie Mai fini Henry was. But (lie kuow-
ing ones couhd not lie persuaded of any
ineit at aIl in (lie rifle - it was bad, (bey
s-ld, in principle, in construcion, in ac-
curacy, in everything. It is as well (hiat
(lie lessoii sbould lie taken (oelieart, for
it lias been proved toelie nothing ike se
bad as it was paiufed. IL may not be per-
fec(-what rilitary weapon ever is ? B ut
at least (bis can lie said of it, (liai hitherto
it bas lield its own fsirly welh, aud lias
flot been run off (lie fithd by any coinî-
petitor, thougli (le nunîber of «'inînDrove-
nieuts" lias been legion.

The Siberian officiai journal I'roiurs-
kiia Viedourosti, published at Khabaro-
vsk, (lue seat of the Anmur district goverin-
nient, lias publishied soune iuttrestiîîg
dIt(alls concerning efforts mnade last %vin-
ter to keep open (lie port ofVladivostok.
The idea was teo piaintain an ice-free

channel that ships could enter and leave
the barbour. Early in December, 1893,
(the steanîship Silatch began lier work ar.
an ice-breaker, but (lie ice tliickened
fromn seven inches in that month to thirty-
two inches at hie end of janunary, îS9qj,
and (lie Silatcli proved tinequal (o (lie
(ask. Small mines or explosive charges
were (lien used to assist lier, aud (lie
cliannel was kept free froni thick ice
un (il (lie end of February. On (lie 27th1
of tbat unonth the s(eamship Baikal, and
on Mardi i tlie Vladimir, en(ered (lie
harbour from (the sea. Altlîougli (le
Silatch failed (o accomplish as miucli as
was lioped, (lie four niioin(hs' seclusion of
Vladivostok was abridged (o fifty days.
This wvas (luglit most sa(isfactory, and
it is believed that two or three stronger
aud prop-erly,constituted ice-breakers will
suffice (o keep (lie port open (lirough t(le
whole winter. It is aunouinced tiat (lie
Volunteer Fleet will begin running ships
hetween Odessa and Vladivostok unustu-
ally early next year, 511(1 instead of fonr
or five being senît, as foruîerly, wi
troops, guils, aniiiunition, and otlier war-
ike ixaterial, ý.i is understood that ten

cruisers will lie requîred. Dîîriug (lie
autunîn six more voyages will be mîade,
and it is believed (hiat at leas( uo,ooo uxen
will be conveyed (o (liat part of Asiatîc
Russia.

The inanning and arnîatueiit of (lie (wo
îîew cruisers Powerftil and Terrible lias
now l)een defiuiitely <ecided iupon hy (lie
Adiniralty. leiclî will carry a crew of
894 officei s and uîen-a nuniber cousider-
ably in excess of that of any battle.ship
afloat. Vessels of (lie Royal Sovereign
type, (lie iargest ships afloat, carry a coin-
pleteuient Of 730 officers and mnen. The
arnxauieui( will consis( Of (WO 9*2-ilIdli
breecli loading gtuns, (welve 6-ihi quick-
firing, sixteexi 12 pounider 12 cwt. gunS,
one 12 -pounder S cwt. boa's gun, one 12-
pounder S-cwt. field service guni, twelve
3 pounider Hotclikiss quick fi ring gunis,
and niine Maxiiii niachine-guns. Tiiere
will also lie suîpplied twen(y Whiteliead
tirpedloes for use w'iLlî submerged tubes,
four of wlîîclî will be buit into eacli ves-
sel. It is not expacted (liat thiese vessels
will lie ready for sea for thrceyears.

A soldier returniing frani a raîîîble in
thie coulitry en(ered a wayside store to
purchase tobacco. WVlile serving tlhe
soldier, (lie stortkeeper observed lis at-
tention directed (o a box of red lîerriugs
on (the counter. Beng fond of a j i)ke, lie
(liouglit (o excite a laugli at (lie dougli.
boy's expense, aud renîarked :" Ali, I
see you hiave recognizcd your conira(les.
We caîl thein sodIgers." '"IDo you ?" re-
plied (lie douglîboy; "( lien I slhah take
(hose fellows up for deserters, " and before
(lie astonishied storekeeper could inîter-
fere, lie whipped a dlozen of tiieni into a
liaiidlkerchief and walke<l off.

The Jap's lUilitary Kit.
The japanese papers (o lbaud by the

last uiail are full ofddtails concerning (lie
prowess, the deeds of valour, aud (lue
cquipnient of (ie japanese soldiers ini (he
field against Chinîa. It is interesting (o

L

know that eacli soldier is rigidly Iimitedl
to his m8rching kit as personal baggage.
Only officers are allowed sucli luxuries as
a change of ciothes. The kit of the private
soldier is slighitly ligliter than (lie Euro-
peau Pverage. It incln'iles a mpare pair
of ffoots (îîew), change of iii(Ierwear..
overcoat wit.b hood, pocket filter, field
glasses. four pairs of straw sandals, water
hottie, big to carry four days' conîpressed
rice, magazine rifle ani animunjUion, and
mword bayonet. Many of (hem have
botight old blades by celebrated makers
to fit onfld( bayonet liandie, as thie excel.
lent qualities of thie Japauese smordls are
well kuowu.

The United States Arniy.

A nuniberofmy gstiols, somleof (lient
of an important and far-reaching charac-
ter, for the organisation of tlie army of
(tie lnitedl States of Anierica, have, the
Morung Post says, recently been nmade.
The views of the Unitedl States War De-
par(mien( have heen enmbodied in a Bill
which wvas preseuted (o the National
Ilouse of Conhtnittee a few weeks ago
hy Major Davis, Military Aide to thie
Secretary for War, and a fortilit ago ini
tlie Senlate itself by Gen. Hawley. In (lus
forin it will serve as a basis of discussion
ini the States Coinuittee. and there is na
doulit ini view of tlie state of popular
feeling with regard (o nuilitary niatters
ini Anierica it xvill provoke inucli contro-
versy. As thl ie-îasure stands iL provides
for aui) icrease of at least 5,000 nien in
the enlisted streng(li of the army. It
also provides for the introduction of (lie
tlîree hiattalions per regiment strength in
(lie infantry, thus bringing about a uni-
forai systeni of conimnîd in (lie (hree
arus-cavalry, artillery, and infantry.
Aithough coînparatively a small matter,
this subject of three-battalion regiment
coiiiniands lias provoked the keenest dis.
putation ini (le Unîited States. Whilst
intro<lucing the uieasure before (lie House
of Coniînuittee, Major l)avis said (lie de-
cision of the War Departuient" was
arrived at after a (liorougli consideration
of the sul>ject in ail hts aspects, and after
consultation witli a large numnber of offi-
cers of (lie ariîiy." Trhe principal points
of (lie Bill, which is en(i(hed one for the
Cireorganisation " of (lie United States
Aruiy, caui be sunîuîarised as follows -
That (lie hue of (lie army shahl consist of
(lie battahioui of etigineers as it now
stands, io reginlients of. cavalry, five of
artillery, and 25 of infau(ry. The estali-
lisluniieix( cf (lie cavalry regimients to lie
12 troops, witli a captain and two lieuten-
ants to eacb, orgauised into three squad-
rons, the w'bole conixnanded by a full
colonel, assisted by a lieutenant. colonel
and twvo iajors. A regîiient of foot
artillery, whichlî las its equivalent in our
own garrisoli ar(illery, shah consiSt Of 12
b.itt cries organised itîto tlîree battahions.
lu tlhe field artillery a regiien( will lie
conIpose1 of (wo field batteries. E.ach
battery, whether of foot or field artillery* ,
will lie coininandc<l by a captain an(l two
lieutenants, and ecd reginuent hy a
colonel, assisted l h a lieutenant colonel
anîd tluree majors. Regimients <of infiiitry


