
336 THE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZEIIt. III9TH APRIL, i888
Mess Room Stories.

[Býroad-Arrôw. i
Tis a guest night at the old 'Smashers,' the 'Masher's' are dining with

tbemn, and the 'Crashers,' who are in the saine garrison bave sent

sonme of their nmost festive members to do bonour to the occasion. The
'Queen's bealth' bas been drunk, and the tongues are generally loosened.
It sbould be observed that the 'Mashers' and 'Smashers' bave served
together in India, whilst the 'Sniashers' arnd 'Crashers' have been
togetber 'at the Cape It is usualiy said that mien wbo have been at the
Cape are incliried to draw tbe long bow with regard >to tbeir exploits,
whilst the exaggerations of those who have served both in India and at
the Cape pass ail bounds. Consequently what between the wine and
the good fellowship and a natural desire to promote the conviviality of
the meeting, the stories got. a littie 'tail.'

The conversation, like that of Othello, naturally turns on "stirring
incidents by flood and field." Campaigning is mentioned, ançi the col-
onel observes on modern luxuries-jamns, tinned meats, turtie soup; and
so forth. "Ha," says bie, "you young fellows are spoilt nowadays; wben
I was a subaltern in the Mutiny my bearer brought mie an omelette lie
bhad made for the breakfast, devilish glad to get it, gave bim a rupee at
once, didn't ask where hie got the eggs, ate it, thougb it tasted odd, asked
about eggs, scoundrel corifessed they were vultures' eggs. Hetd on to it
however, but have neyer eaten anotbier omelette since."

A "Smasher" takes up the bail, and relates how he was sbooting in
China, with a favourite pointer, and lost bis way, and l4ow he bad to
spend the night in a jungle, and'bow be would bave starved if a bappy
tbougbt badnfot occurred to bim. He cut off his dog's tail, cooked and
ate it, and gave the bonies to the owner, and so saved both their lives.
The conversation sbifts to reptiles, and the unpleasantness of cobra s is
descanted on.

A "Crasher" relates bow lie wvas lying in his bungalow, haîf asleep
on. his cb.arpoy, witb a bokab beside himi at whiých hie took an occasional
pull, and how putting his hand to the ground, he took up the tube of the
bokah and put it to his mouth without opening bis eyes. '.'By jove,"
says bhe, "found it wouldn't draw a bit, suddenly felt iL wriggle, opened
my eyes, found I had got the tail of a cobra in miy mouth, and the
remainder of bim on the ground, d--d angry, with bis blood up."*
This story creates considerable impression, especially among the
youngsters wbo have neyer been to India. 1-lHereupon another, not to
be outdone, relates how hie was chased at Natal-by an imambo for two
miles; how the animal likt- our periods of l)rosperity described by Mr.
Gladstone, advanced with !eaps and bounds, and that he barely escaped
with bis life.

There is a general agreenment that the Cape Istations nowadays are
beastly places, sport ail done for, bjut tbe older officers who have known
it years ago taik of the days when shooting was first-ciass and one relates
how hie went shooting with John Dunn in the Zulu country. H-e tells -a
story bow fie bad wounded a huffalo, 'and was spooring it througlh
scattered bush, wvhen ail of a sudden it emerged witb a bellow froni
behind a bush where it had been lying in wait for him, and before bie
had time to turn and fire caught him fulîl in the stern and tossed bim
clean on top of a 'Cameel Domn,' whose thorns are six inches long and as
strong and as sharp as packiîig needies. T1he Capers bere get good in-
nings, and one relates how hie stalked 'pauw,' On one occasion be bad
stalked two pauws, and was very near them, behind a piece of 'speck-
boem,' they suddenly rose and flew close over bis bead. He covered the
leading bird but did not fire as it was so close, and hie goes on to relate
bow it suddenly fell down dead at bis feet witb funk, and bow lie
promptly shot the other. Pauws, introduce ostriches, and another Caper
relates how bis regiment kept a cock ostrich which used to marcb in
front of the band, and how this interesting birdJ swallowed everything
that it could lay ith bill to-'didn't hie put his bead into the canteen win-
dow one day and swallow ail the bagettele balls, and hie was neyer a
penny the worst-must have digested them, because they were never
seen again." 'lbere is a silence for a wbile after this, and ahl take a drink
so as to get the bagattele balîs down like the ostrich.

The conversation shifts to fishing, and the Indian beroes; wbo bave
been rather extinguished by the Cape men, now get a turn. 1'hey bave
been discussing the respective merits of the Shannon and the Tweed,
and the size of the salmon in these rivers. "Well," says an ardent disciple
of the gentie art, "salmon flshing is ail ver>' well, but its notbing to mah-
seer fishing. I bad some excellent fisbtng at a place on the Jhelum, and
we neyer caught anytbing under 6o lbs. We tried 'em at first with our
biggest salmon flues, and tbey wouldn't look ai them. But one day we
saw tbem rising at the swallows under a bridge as they picked the gnats
of the water. So what did we do but shoot gbme of the swallows and
put tbemn on our largest salmon books, and used tbem as flies-threw
'em easily with a twenty-foot rod-grand sport we bad, the fisb rose to
lenm sl)lendidly."

TIhere is a general agreement that there is no place like India now
for tbe British officer for sport and general fun. It bas its objections,
.of course-hot weatber, early parades, insects, smells, etc. "Wh 'at
runi 'uns tbe adjutants are," says a yonng feltow. "There was one
walking about our parade ground, and I bad in my hands a largish sized
kitten wihicb 1 had picked up near the cook-house, and as the adjutant
came near me I chucked the kitten towards it, when, would you believe
iL, tbe adjutant gravely took a step forward and swallowed the kitten
wbole? Wouldn't have believed it uniess 1 bad seen iL." The com-.
pany, like the Duke of Wellington, reserved the same rigbt to them-
selves.

11his lets in another man's miost veracious story, which is how they
kili sbarks in the West Indies. They beat a stone red-bot, and then
wrap it up inl an old blanket and throw it into the sea when. sharks are
about. Of course a 3hark swallows it at once, and at first he lîkes iL, but
after a while the stone burns tbrough the blanket and begins on the
shark's inside. Isn't there a dommotion then! At last the sto*ne burns
its way dlean tlrougb che sharks inside, and be comes to the surface
dead. "O0ften seen it done," be adds. The company tben begins to
abuse Mr. Gladstone, wbo is credîted witb baving given up ail the good
stations formierly occupied by the British Army-Canada, Corfu, &c.

Ah, wbat a quarter Canada was l Moose caihing. Salmon as tbick
as nîinnows in tbe rivers! But the nîosquitoes and flues! A man who
has been quartered in Canada takes the opportunity of relating bow bie
was sbooting in the Backwoods, and that coming one morning early to a-
settler's clearing hie saw a taul stout mnan coming down the wide garden
patb towards bini; how the man got leisurely over the stile, and bie did
flot find out until bie got close to him that the apparent man was a
"grizzly," ivith a punkin under eacb arm. and one in bis moutb. With
sucb stories our friends enliven the evening, and there is a sort of tacit
agreement of "You swvallow my story and l'Il swallow yours." Such are
mess-roonî stories, traveliers' tales in fact, foi if we take ait the officers
of a nîixed company sitting around a mess-table wve shahl find bardly a
place on the globe that some one present lias not been to. This practical
experience of tbe world is in itself a liberal education, and an advantage
sucb as no other army in the world possess.

Gleanings.

General Lord WVolseley, of the British Army, received recently an invitation fromn
ail five of the Australian P'rovincial Governments and those of Tasamania and New
Zeaian1 to visit thcm during the coming sunimer as a public guest ani inspect ani
aclvise thi in the inatter of the projected systein of defence..

M. De Freycinet, Minister of War in the iiew French Cabinet, wilI allow the War
Department to retain an exclu.ývely niilitary character, and 'viii refer to a special
secretaryship ail[ civil and l>arliamentary questions. 1le has sent a circular to ail the
arnmy corps cormanders asking thcm to niaintain an absolute respect for discipline
among ail ranks.

The hostility sbown by the Italians for everytbing Frenchi increases every day in
rîdiculous proportions. The Itnalia.ns go around saying that in the next war France
itwill he beaten out of ber boots." Thc [talian press has been let loose, and the
soldisy are munch excited against the French, withouit there being the ieast cause te
explicin Ibis access of Galliphobia.

A cominittee, consisting of Gen. Von Roseriberg, Col. Count Von Wedel and
Lieut. -Col Von Langenbeck, bas recommended the disuse of the cuirass in the German
Cavalry. Experiments inade, says the Deuische Heeres-Zeitung, with the Lebel rifle
have shown that it bas no value as a defence, while the wvearer's wound would be
aggravatedl by l)rokefl pieces of the plate driven into the flesb.

Qne effect of the late Eunperor's death, says a London correspondent, is that fully
30,000 of the Gernians resideni in England wvbo evaded the conscription and the cail
to arns on the breaking out of the Franco-Prussian war wiil be now free te visit the
Fatberland without incurring the risk of bcing trie(l b>' Court-martial as deserters, as
their ofience is only coevai with the late Emperor's reign.

Dr. 1-lerrenstein, a well-known authorit>' in Russia, in a lecture at St. Petersburg
regarding the physical condititbn of the Russian conscript, said that of the two million
conscripts medically examined between 1873 andl 1884, 34 per cent. were rejected.
This percentage is less than that of other States, owing to the Russian rulers being
less exacting. An application of the regulations of the Austria-Hun 'ran service
wvouid increase it neariy one-half. In regard to minimum height, the Russian and the
French conscript is about equai, nameiy 5 feet, while in most other European countries
the minimum stature ranges froni 5 fi. Î. in. to, 5 ft. in3. Another point in favour of
the physique and gegeral heaith of the Russian soldier is, that the numbers eligiblefor
conscription each year in Russia are 8oo,ooo--whereas in German>' they are but
415,000, in Austria-Huingar>' and France about 300,000, ani in Italy Only 200,000.

.The Quick Ordnance Company appear to have had a short preliminary trial of
their gun, March 23, pnincipally, as it appears, to test a new batch of their cake powder
just supplied b>' Messrs. Curtis and Harvey, and to try the carniage recentl>' completed
by Messrs. Easton ani Anderson on their <'storage recoil" principle. A*- velocit>' of
2;300 fcet, i. v., was obtained, and subsequently 1,700 feet, i, v., with a smaller

r wder charge cnciosed in the usual serge by, which had Ijeen soaked for neariy an
hour, and was'put into the gun in tbis state. he breech was closed in one movemient

and also as easily opencd by one man in a single movement, and the -obturation by
means of Fleet Engineer Quick's ig was perfect. The trial was onl>' a short private
one for the company's satisfaction, but we understand that a full experiment in firing
will take place at Erith shorti>', when fine wcatber instead of the driziling nain
experienced iast weck, is hoped for.-Broad Arroie.
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