L

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

April 25, 1894,

- weight of authority on which the use of the
vestnient rested, considering the continuity of
its uwe in the Christian Church, how could he
do otherwise than accept their offer on bebal
of the diocese? They had asked bhim to do
nothing illegal; on the contrary, they invited
him 1o conform more strictly to the law, If,in
complying with their request, he could belp
them and help himself to rise ubove party, he
should rejoice. He accepted the gift, not ae a
personal one, but us one for tho bonefit of the
diocexe.

Speaxing recently at Bury, Eng., at s con-
ference of the clergy and lsity of the Bury
Rurul Deanery, tho Bishop of Manchestor, re-
forring to a remark that sermons were too long,
soid that whon at Paddington he uscd to give
two sermons on Sunday and iwo sermonoctlos,
euch of seven minutes duralion, during the
week, Alweys when the sermonettes cumo the
congrogution were moroe thun doubled, The
clergy did a lot of good work in visiting and
conducting classes,.but they did not work hard
enough with their brains, 1t was a greuat deul of
troublo to compress & sermon into tweuty min-
utes. Heo sugpested that the clergy should
preach in the morning upon subjects whish ko
gonoral spiritual position of tho parish required,
and in the evening preuch expository dis-
courses, :

Tur second annunl Conforence of delogalos
from the Theological schools of the Church in
the United Sintes mot on Wednesday, March
28th, in tho Bishop Stovens library of the Divin-
ity School in West Philndelphia, Penn. The

Bishop of the Diocoso wus present as acting
Deun, and thero wore ropresentutives from tho
Philudelphia Divinity School; tho Goeneral
Theologicul Seminury, New York; the Berke-
ley Divinity School, Connecticut ; the Episcopal
Theological School, Cansbridge, Mass.; tho
Theolngical Seminary of Ohio, Gambier; the
DeLancey Divinity School, Goneva, N.Y., and
the Nushotah Theologicnl Seminury, Wisconsin,
Lettors of rogrot wore recvived from a numbor
of other institutjons, Among other subjects
dircunsed, and upon which commitleos woro ap-
peinted, weore the following: (1) A uniform
schomo of quostions for the examination of ¢un-
didatos for Holy Ordors which should bo tho
minimum. (2) The nced of information and
compurison of the mathods of instruction pur-
sued in the differont sshools.

A Loxnpon (England) Methodist, writing to
tho Methodist Times on ** Are our Young People
Loeuving Us ? Yos; tho Ministors aro to Blame,”
says: * This quostion, one of the most import-
ant whioh could be raised inany Church, is now

fairly to the front, nud not a day too soon. I
do not profess to sponk for country Methodism,
hut aftor moro thun thirty yoars' exporience in
London I affirm that the leakage is a serious one.
Metropolitan Alethodism is losing its young men
and young women. Tho West Jnd Mission, so
full ot vitality and sympathy, is, of course, a
splendid exception. Whoro are thoy going and
why? I venture in tho briefest manunor toottor
a suggoslion or two in roply. [1] They are
oing to the Church of England. Our [Mothodist]
iturgical services, with their choir-sung chants,
their intoned amens and draped vergors, are
training our sons and daughtors to chafo at the
gimplor form of worship, and sending them
whero this kind of thing is better done. [2] They
are going into theworld, Suroly tho suddest fust
of alll “Wo Methodists aro growing rich, crav
ing more after sociul cluss distinctions, and
doiog us othors do, Dress, concorts, dancing-
partios, overy sort of amusoment, often the
thentre—plenty of these without rebuke, while
tho Sunday night Prayer-meeting is only occa-

sionnl ; there is no personal denling, and people
are guessing how many years it is sinco 2 soul
was saved. The world is within our Church
poreh, congenling our spiritual life. and already
in some places the Laodicenn writing is on the
wall. [3] Theyare going tothe Salvation Army.
Yes, some of our best and saintliest, their young
hearts glowing with Divine fervour, are going
where they can get both work and warmth
God has given them a thirst for souls and 4 de-
gire to foﬁow their Master with a perfect heart,
and, except in the missions, suburban Method-
iem has no place for them, and docs not want
thom. [4) Are the Ministers to blame ? Cer-
tainly, in one particulur they are. They do not
vigit their people. This fatal fact is doing more
harm to Methodism than almost anything else.
If the utter neglect of pastoral visitation is the
prico wo have to pay for the study and the
committees, it is a gricvous bargain. No won-
dor our young people go when they do not eee
their minister across their paront’s threshold
once a your{ I have spoken plainly, but it is
timo the truth was told."

TWO GREAT QUESTIONS.

The Lubor Problem and the Witness of Christ
on earth—how vast are both these questions !
Ono hositates to venlure where angels may bo
snid Lo fonr to trond. But the faithful Christian
seos in Josus Christ the solution of every earthly
difficnlty,  And in these days when so-called
Democrats are bnsing their claim to be called
such on their hostility to a doctrine which is
vital to tho settlement of the one or other of
these gquestions, surely the bumblest of Christ's
followers should boldly champion the truth.

The duetrine attacked and bulittled and left un-
tsught and misunderstood by millions of nom-
inal Christians is the doetrine of the Incarna-
tion. And what is the Incarnation but the
making of the Son of God man, with all his
passions and inclinations and subject to all his
temptations, to bind every creature into a hoart
to heurt brotherhood in tho one graat futherhood
of tho Creator—und the lessons and doctrines
which follow this primary fuct; His life and
tenching, His rodeeming sacrifice and His por-
potual mediation with the Fathor. Apply all
this Lo our socinl problems of' to-dny und where
aro thoy ?  TPhey vanish into thin air.  But wo
will not apply them, becuuso to do so would in-
volve elimination of solf and perhaps the up-
selting of vested inlerests. As long as a man
only concerns himsolf about Ais wagos, his land,
his liconso, his taxes, with no thought of his
neighbor, which the Inearnation teaches him to
love a8 himself'; so long shall we have the pre-
sont condition of things perpotuated. Neither
is » man to bo derided, boycotted and sneered
at becnuse ho consciontiously holds and teaches
principlos which Christ taught and tor which
He was mocked nnd buifeted.  Z'hespirit which
refusos to tolerate n practical application of the
brothorhood of man now, crucitied the Lord of
Glory and dictated those words of scorn which
were flung at Him whilo He endured indescrib-
ablo agony with only words of love and forgive-
ness. To teach a brotherhood of man miinus the
Fatherhood of God, however, only brings an-
archy—instunce the experiments in France. It
ia tho application of the Fatherhood of God—
and the lust gift of the Spirit, Holy Fear that
can orub andvdiroot the wayward will of man
possessed with the main idea of our brotherhood,
through Christ taking upon Himself a perfect
manhood. Thuslot statesmen foarlossly apply ;
thus lot priosts fearlessly teach and thus we
huvo o complete solution of the first of the groat
quos.ious, The recond is ot u spiritnal nature,
and consequeutly it is infinitely the greatest of
tho two, and, in fact, if solved would carry tho
socinl question with it—The witness of Chriat

on earth. Where is it? Of course it is the
Church founded by him at Pentecost. But this
witnessis divided, Itis questioned, even denied,
"It might bave been undivided to-day had the
“ Bishop of Rome understood his position in the
light of Christ’s Incarnation and not spread
dissension amongst the Saints., In a word 3
succession of arroganit Bishops domieiled in
Romo have succeceded in separating from the
Primitive Fuith a large portion of Christendom
known as Roman Catholic; separating from
the Greek and Anglicun portions of the Univer-
sal Church because a few ill-instructed Italians
desired to creato a fourth order of the ministry
—the three orderg having distinguished God'’s
Church from the giving of the Law on Mount
-Sinai. Neither Anglicians nor Greeks could ac.
cept 8o monstrous & cluim advanced by a few
self-secking ecclesinstics. Thus we have it that
in the Anglican communion we have a Catholic
Church unpolluted and primitive in doctrine
based mn discipling and government as well as in
doctrine upon the Incarnation. Her ritual and
her teaching is centred upon this. The glories
of art and the worship of her sons and daughters
aro directed towards the emphasizing of this
great fuct, And all those who realize the un-
spoakable blessings arising from this doctrine
apply their beliet in the manner of worship as
they apply the social aspects of that doctrine to
their daily conduct towards their God and neiyzh-
bor. lanto the Anglican communrion we invite
all true Catholic and Christisns—there wo have
tho scriptural three-fold Ministry; we have the
Sucraments; there we have the three Creeds
(not four) ; there we read and explain the scrip-
tures honestly und in the light of the greuat
Fathers of the Church; there we preach and
practico the brotherhood of man and there we
acknowledge the Futherhood of God; there we
worship in spirit and in truth with the assist-
ance of all tho sonses, our bodies and with our
understanding ; there is cpmbined’ the plain
teuching of Jesus Christ with a stately and ro-
veront and helpful ritual which has distinguished
man's worship of Gorl from the Book of Genesis
to the Bouk of Revelations. In the Anglican
Church souner or later must combine those who
like the Roman Catholics have added to the
Faith once delivered to the Saints, and those
who liko the Protestant sects have taken away
fromit. Itisthehavon of reluge, where Christ's
children will one day find rest and peace, truth
and justice—a full carthly witness of the Incar-
nation—tho brotherhood of man and the Father-
hood of God, It is nol surprising, perhaps, that
the middlo classos find the acceptunce of these
truths most difficult because they involve the
destruction of their peculiar priviloges—the
privilege of absolute and unconditional sclfish-
ness, ** How hardly shall a rich man enter into
the kingdom of heaven.” But to the laboring
classos these triths are the trumpet calls tu
freedom.—St. Mark's Quarterly, Victoria, B. C.

A NOTABLE EPISCOPATE.

The Rt. Rov. Bishop Huntington reached on
Sunday, April 8, the twenty-fifth anniversary
of lis consecration.’ The formal celebration of
this ovont is postponed, as we understand, until
the meoting of his Diocesan Convention in Jure.
We cannot, howover, let the occasion go by
without remark, The Episcopate of Dr. Hun-
tington has been in many ways notable. Tho
Bishop has made his influenco felt in the right

sottlement of questions of importance which
have concerned both the Church and the State
within the last quarter of the century, e has
been a distinct power in the press, without
sacrificing the great opportunities of the pulpit.
As a preacher, he is mighty in the Scriptures,
with a style singularly rich and pictorial. His
wide sympathies, his catholic. views, his potent
pen, have extended the circle of his influence
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