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the erand speech of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury at the recent S.P.G. meeting at Excter
{ail, London. It shounld be read entire, znd
mignt, 10 good advantage, be reproduced in The
Sperit of Missions.

We have space only fora few extracts, which
will serve to show how nngrounded is the uo-
intr that Christianity pales before these great
religious of the Kast, ©There aro a great many
l.cdplc," says the Archbishop, “ who say that
the people of various religions and nations of
the world are doing very well as they are, and
that it is a pity to disturb them in their uld
readitional fuiths, Now, that is an assertion we
constantly hear; but, my dear {riends, it is no
peutral state of attuirs that we encounter in
these countries. They do not get un very well
as they are. ., . Take India, and there you
have the very highest type of people that are
produced outside of Christianity.  You have
the cultivated Brahmin and the beauntiful pic-
tures that have come down to them from the
past; and, if that were all, you might say : * 1t
1~ 4 very momentous thing to disturb these
people even with the preatest truths; every-
thing ought 1o be done very gently indeed in
dealinge with people like these) And I believe
itougzht to be done very gently. But the Brah.
min and the sacred Vedas don’t represent to us,
alus, the religion of India,  Talke such a point
as one of the great festivals of the great gods,
and nothing more awful, nothing more lheen-
tions, is going on, on the face of the whole
carth,”  The Archbishop referred to the tesii-
mony of the Pean of Wells, who went abroad
with “*somewhat doubtful mind,” s~ to the ap-
palling character of these observances, and the

pictured scenew represented upon the trees of

the temple enclosures—* seenes which it would
be impossible for tongue or pen to put betore a
Christian or European audience,”

Al his s confirmed by the statement of re-
cent letters from Indin 1o the effect that when
through English pressure the attempt is made
in a large town lo suppress the most flugrant
ensigns of vice along the streets and walls, ex-
ception has te be made of the temples and their
environs, lest the popular religion be interfered
with,

The fact is, that the fine things which may
be enlled out of the ancient Vedic books and
which are formed into a theoretical religious
system by learned Brahmins (influenced more
than they admit, or perhaps know, by Chris-
tianity) ware no more represented by the Iindu

religion than the worship the inhabitants of

Lystra desired to offer to 88, Barnabus und
Paul, vepresented the truths which those
aposties had been proclaiming, Practically, in-
deed, the Brahmins themselves support some of
the worst features of the popular religion,

Livery one knaws how diflicult the Lnglizh
Government has found it to abolish even such
an institution as the suttee, or burmng of
widows, Sir Chas, Turner, late Chief Justice
of Madras, mentioned in a speech at this same
meeting the attempt to introduce a law for the
protection of children, which simply prohibited
child-marriage; but this, he said, was opposed
by a part of the best educated portion of the
native race. Itis all but impossible to do any-
thing for tho improvement of public morals un-
til the principles of Christianity have first been
accepted,

The same speaker paid his respects to Sir
Edwin Arnold’s “ very besutiful but not very
accurate delineation of the teaching of Buddba.”
Buddhism, at least, many have said, is sublime
and grand ; we should surely do well to leave it
alone.. But Sir Chas. Turner proceeded to say :
“ His hearers might depend upon it that where
anything iu Buddhism approuched Christianity
it was post-Christian, not ante-Christianin date.
It was related how a poor woman in great dis-
tress at the loss of her child, went to the
prophet for consolation. What did he tell her ?

He told her to go around and beg for so much
mustard-seed trout all the houses from which a
child bad never been carried out,  She went on
what turned out to be o fraitiess quest, and on
returning the yrophet, anlike the Christinn
priest who could bave told the poor woman of
the Everlasting Arms stvetehed out (o receive
her child, could oniy suy : ¢ Yours is the com-
mon lot; let that be your consolation)
Buddhism could wttord o hope for the futare;
to be rid of existence was the greatest bless-
ing,"

It is true enough and swd enough to reflect
upon, that Christiunity has not yet accom-
plished all that might Le wi-lied or hoped for
i the rogions whereit has long held sway. But
sad as it s, it s not unpatural,  Christianity
appeals to the individaal, not primarily to so-
ciety. Itis obliged Lo take men vne by one,
{t uppeals to the will, the heart, the conscienee,
as well as the intellect. 1t requives the highest
virtues of shich men are cxpable, This is a
wark ot protound ditlicalty, and in its very na-
ture it can never be accomplished onee tor all,
[t must be constandy comnieneed anew.  'The
millions of cach succeeding pgeneration form
ever tresh subjects tur the work of” the Gospel.
Aund, as men are eonstitnted, the thoronghuess
of this work in thousands off instances must
necessarily boe very indeguate, The effeet of
Christiwiy upon society is secondary and in-
direet. TC may he vrue that in Christendom
society twind the mations are notso thoronghly
monlded by the Chtisdan veligion as Tndiag for
instance, i~ moubied by Hindwsm, forin the
latter cuseihe appeal 1o sociely in the mass s
the primary one, while thit to the individual is
secondary.,

But all this only brings out more clearly the
vast moral superiority of' Christiunity. The
Lewthen religion with absolute control over so-
cioty produces, at the best, only a very low
level of morality ; Christianity with only a par-
tinl and indirect influcnce upon soviety, pro-
duces eflucty, varying indeed in different coun-
trics and under different circumstances; yet
everywhere incaleulubly superior to  those
which are seen in other parts of the world,

Here we cannot do better than guote ugain
the Archbishop’s words, from which wernmagine
very few who have had the experience de-
seribed, whother profossing Christinns or not,
would think of dissenting : “'I'ruvellers have
told us that it is impossible to set foot in a
Christian city, even at its worst, when you
come from the East, if you have lived there
ever 5o long, and not know how infinitely su-
perior it is 1o the best ol heathen cibies.  As
was said, {The dregs of Christendom are hetter
than the new wine of heathendom," "—living
Church, Chicago.

WISE WORDS FROM REY. CANON SILLS

It is hard to find any reagsonable excuse for
those who neglect the service of the Chureh of
which they sre members, for any attraction
which under the name of religion may offer
itself to them outside of their own Church, If
the heart is in earnest, if it is full of devotion, i
it desires to bow down itself’ in worship before
the Lord God, if it is really secking divino aid
and strength, then it will not be sutisfied by any
other service thun that to which it has alrendy
professed attachiment; but if it has no reality
in its worship, no depth of religious principle
no definite faith, then its feeling can perhaps
better be sutisfied by some enterwining lecture
on some seculur subicet, or by some more or
less sacred concert, than by the »olemn and
dignified service and ritual of the Church,

To lay aside Christian principle is not likely
to promote Christian unity. It is no lack of
charity which prevents us from standing on the

same platform with those who dony the position
and authority of the spivitual Mother, whose
children we are, and in xomo casos the very fun-
damental principles of our Holy Roligion. That
Mother's honor must be maintained not only by
the ministry but by the laity as well, and incon-
sistency on the part of either is always indicatol
first by those who have given it the invitation
and opportunity to express itself, Let a man
aceount of us as ministors of Christ and stewards
ot the mystorics of God, [t is roquired in stow-
avds that they should be found fuithfal to theiv
trust, [t is a4 shame for any of' those who are
assured of their inheritanco in  the spiriwnal
kingdom ot Christ, and of' the inestimable bless-
ings proffered to them there, to appoar 1o
choose deliberately things of less value and im.
portance to their souls, As members of the
Chureb of Christitis onr bounden duty, pledgad
inour baptism, to see that Her work is fur
therod and not hindered by us, 1 any ol us
can go to another place of worship, we suroly,
as matter of principle and consciones, should
not let our own Chareh be deprived of our pros-
ence, M we can give to things outside the
Church let the first duty be to dischwrge onr
obligations in oxtending the work of those la-
boring within her Fold.

ICwonld bo well it in these two matters of
attending the public worship nud of offerings,
the dignity and majesty of Him 1o whom all
service is offured, should be always in view, tor
it not infrequently nappens that in these parti-
culurs God Himsell'is troated as an object of
charity, who unght o bo thunktal for what he
gets, and His Clureh and ministers the beneti-
cinries,

To make light of the most naered obligations,
1o criticize the position of the Chureh of Christ,y g
to find tault with the prouchor of the gospel o'f..'
Jesus Christ, are to-dny wignificunt tokens of &
atgre of moral as well as roligions decadonce,
Yet, with the apostle, the preachor muy wll
exclaim, * Woe is me if' | prench not the Gospel,

Ho mast, if he s loyal to his Mamer, teach
the doctrines of Christ as the Prayer Book
touches them, e must pgain his inspiration
from those who have written and spoken as thoy
were oved by the Holy Ghost, for ho lnows
that in the ond the preaching thut imost attracts
men to Christ i3 not that which drews its
thought from the works of uninspired mon, hut
ruther is9it that which huas the tirmest grasp of
fundamental truth and the power (o bring homo
that trath to the soul of Lhe hearer.  Giraunt, in-
deed, are the responsibilitios which attond npon
onr common memborship in the mystical Body
of Christ,  “ Ministers and stewurds, kings and
priests to God ! How earefully are wo gunrd-
ing the sacred deposit?  With what difigonce
are we serving the Lord 7 Let us carry the
questions on into the futnre, and answer it in
that day when the Lovd will come to judge us,
—The North Iust,

It is mere dust in people’s eyes whon moen
speak of the present conflict as w guestion of
IFor
the real objection is that God should reveal
Himuself to his creature man inany way other
than by the operation of man's natural roison,
or that He shonld tell man anything ** beyond
the grasp of eyes or hund.”— Pusey.

reconciling physical science and theology,

ANOTHER subscriber in Nova Scolin writes:
“] congratulate you not ouly on ite (Tuw
GUARDIAN'S) hmproved appenrance, but also on
the pruspect it seens to hold out of our getting
at last a Church paper which will be creditablo
and attructive, This numiber, at least, is the
best copy of a Church puper [ huve ever yot
seen in Cruadn.”

To ill a bushel meusure full i all God asks of
anybody ; bat Ged's measure is running uver,




