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in the vine, sa neither can yc except ye abide
in me" ...... " for apart fron Me ye can do no-
thing. If a man abide not in Me, lie is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered." (Jno.
15: 4-6).

If a man werc only spirit, then the spiritual
-oneness argument, might possibly stand. But
man that is being saved, is the whole man

spirit and soul and body, and t/erfore VISIBLE,
the ORGANIZATION VISI BLF., as a vin is visible.
Jesus Christ the Head, AFTER HIS RESURREC-
TION was visible, joincd ta Hiniself the visible
Apostles, who joined ta themselves and ta
Christ througi theirf/lou'sfp VISIBLE, othLrs

by baptism-and a man, a branch of this vine,
must be visibly a//ac/ted ta TIllS VISIBLE ORGAN-

IZATION, which being planted in 1-leaven, in
Christ Jesus the Head, branched out into the
Apostolic Ministry, and growcth unto the ends
of the Earth, and age, in its YISIBLE FORM a/d
SPIRITUAL STRENGTH-and a /itan, NOT t//us
visibly a/tached, in Apostolit fello7wiship, is or
NECESSITY SEVERED.

What God nay do with such. How lie may
reward a faith in Iim, sincere doubtless as that
of the woman of Samaria, (which through false
teaching, false because imperfect) does not do
what He commands, as He commands ; but
often the very opposite, like Saul of Ta rsus, or
even the Samaritans ; What their position in
this life, or the next ? are questions we cannot
solve, being neither " 'lie Saviour" nor " their

judge ; " further than however strong the lope
nay be there can bc no certainty. Doubdess

-THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH IILL Do

RICiHT."

But the question that docs concern us ta
solve, is the maintainance in ail their integrily,
ând strictest severity of the statutes, ordinances,
and comniandments, and Ministry of the Lord
blameless. And the Lord will not condemn
us, but comniend us in so doing. For thereby
is He glorified, and honoured. And I theni
that honour Me, I will honour, saitli the Lord,
and they that despise Me, shall be lightly es-
tecned."

For otherwise should the ChIrch Hlerself
universally becone lax, and if the thing can be
conceived, could separate from Herself, that is,
all Hier members become separatists, schisma-
tics, she would becone extinct. Something else
would exist in Her stead-which something,
would be, any one or all of the various sects
now around lier, having absorbed by perversion
ler nembers into theiselves--unity would be
disunion-The Body of Christ destroyed; the
vine branches torn with the violence of the
devastating winds of dissension, from the trunk,
Christ.

Now, such is the state of divided professing
Christendom of the present age-such is the
state ofReligious Licensc-that any body of men
have made, and now nay make, or set up, their
own ministry ; mark ! even though the in-
istry of Christ's own establishing shall be there

present in their midst I Or indeed, any one man
nay, if lie has certain abilities, constitute him-
self a ministerial source-such exhibitions are
not wanting in our own day--and if they think

fit ta baptise at al], they do sa ; and some do so
in another name than that of The Father, Son
and Holy Ghost ; it my perchance be " in the
name of the Savicur of men" or some tuch form.

Considering ihcn the license of religionists, and
the sa called liberality of the various sects, in
accepting as valid the agtions of oiliers without
gansay ;

THE QUESTioN

vital to i/s very core is, considering this loose-
ness and uncertainty at the present time of the
form and validity of the baptism of any con-
vert ta the Chuîrch from sectisn, or that of his
baptismî, or of the one preceeding hiim ; consi-
dering this uncertainty, and further the possibi-
lity that once adumitted into the Church, he nay
rise ta lier highest post ; should not the Church
of to-day, in receiving any suchi convert from tlie
sects, admit him not as it is noiw usually done,
by imposition of hands (confirmation) according
ta Arles 314, A. D., but by hypothetical bap-
tismî, according ta Carthage 12, 255, A. D.

This it seemîs ta me she should of/icial/y re-
gui-e ta be done, in order ta transmîit intact, the
trust comiitted ta Her cliarge-tliat no soul
within her armis should be subjected to t/te risk
of any spiritual loss, througli the carclessness of
lier guardiais.

'T'lhe subject seemîs of sulicient iniport, in this
careless and spiritually // Mentious age, to DE-
MAND the consideration of lier chief pastors,
when by Divine permission they nay again as-
semble at Lambeth, as even did the rebaptismî
of heretics, that of Clurch authorities in tlie
ages past.

'lie question as to whelter any lack of grace
in baptisni will not bc sufficiently complenient-
ed in Confirnation and in ioly Orders, by a
gracious and loving God, so as ta render ail
oficia/ acts e:fec/ive, is what nius i be left in His
Knowledge wlo only knovs how He acts ; but
lias conimanded man certain things /o do, and a
certain miniistr-y ta serve therein, so as ta attain
certain desirable ends, and any laxity on ian's

part in these respects, will redound not ta (od's
honour and glory, but certainly to nan's loss,
unless God should especia//y interfere ; and I

know not tlat in any scripture of lis Revela-
lion, le lias intimated thiat lie w'ill do so-or
that He estimates onc soul above another, in
disobedience, except that ie iliat knew lis
Lord's will (or niglit have knovi if lie had
chosen ta have made use of his opportunities),
and did it not, shall be beaten with mîany

stripes. lis neglected privileges, of obtaining
knowledge and grace, shall be his condenina-
tion. And not ta quote other scriptures, even
froni the 3eloved Disciples, vith this, scems ta
agree the Blessed Ignatius, the disciple of the
]eloved Apostle, whosc words ta tlie Church of
Philadelphia, I will conclude with.

" Chap. Il. Whereforc, as beconies the clhil-
dren both of the light and of truth, floc divi-
sions and false doctrines : but when your shep-
herd is, there do ye, as shecep follov after ; for
there are many wolves who seenm wortlhy of be-
lief, that with a false pleasure lead captive those
that run in the course of Cod ; but in your
concord they shall find no place..

III. Abstain, tiierefore from those evil herbs
which Jesus Christ does not dress ; because
such are not the plantation of the Father. Not
that I have found any division among you, but
rather all manner of purity. For as many as

are of God, and of Jesus Christ, are also with

their Bishop. And as many as shall with re-

pentance return into the unity of the Church,

even these shall aiso be the servants of God,
that they nmay live according to Jesus Christ.
Be nlot deceived, Brethren ; if any one follows
himii that iîakes a schismî in the Clurch, hie
shall not inherit the Kingdomn of God ; if any
one walks after any other opinion, le agrecs not
wvith the passion of Christ.

IV. Whierefore let it be your endeavour to
partake all of the sane ioly Eucharist ; for
tiere is but ne leshi of our Lord jesus Christ,
and one cup) in the unity of His blood ; one
Altar ; as also there is one Bishop, together vith
his Presbytery and the Deacons, mîy fellow-ser-
vants ; that sa wlatsoever ye do, ye may do it
according to the will of God."

And also froni his Epistle ta Polycarp his
fellow disciple of St. John and Bishîop of
Simyrna.

" Clap. VI. lHearken unto the Bishop, that
God also nay larken with you. My soul be
security for tlhemîî that subimit to tlcir Bishop,
with tlcir Presbyters and Deacons. And iay
iy portion be together with thcirs in God."

These arc the words of a nan, on his wearying
way to Rome to receive the nartyr's crown, as
tle seal of his

FAITI IN "CHRI AND THt. CIIURclI."

THE OREED IN THE SEOND OENTURY.

WE are continually informîed in certain quar-
ters that the A posties' Creed is a " deve-

lopmnent ; " that the Christians of the early Church
had nio fixed " formî of sound words," or " pro-
fession of faitl "ta be hîeld "l without w'av'ering."
'Therc are two motives for this inîsistence. The
first is that it nay be made ta appear that the
onily clenent of the Gospel whiclh claimîs absolute
allegiance is its ethical tcaching, of which the
Sermon ail tle Mouiint is the greatest examîîple.
'lie second is tlat certain assertions of tie Crecd,
which are held to be of a iythical character,
miay be disiissed fromî the spiere of necessary
belief ; for instance, 'lie was born of the Virgin
Iary."

Looking at the mîîatter fromî the point of view of
atitecedeunt probality, it is liard to sece how new
converts to the Church could abide steadfastly
" in the doctrine of the Apostlcs," uiiless tlhey had
already sonî.c convenient suiiary of it. Fur-
ther thai this, there are tolerably plain references
ta sonething of tlis kind in the New Testaient
itself. It iay niot bc ncccssary to assume that
the forim eiployed was at first always expressed
in precisely the saime words, but if it existed at
all, it nïust have been always the samne substance.
Al confessed the sane faith.

A recent discovery throws a new light uponl
the use of a creed in the first part of the second
century. Wc have already referred ta this disco-
very in a former article, and wc nay be pardoned
for dwelling upon it at soiewhat greater length,
both on accouit of the interest attaching to the
circuistances and the inherent importance ofthe
document so strangely recovered after many cei-
turies. Eusebiuîs, the historian, inentions that an
Athenian philosopher named Aristides, who was
a Christian, presented an apology ta the Emnperor
ladrian. But until the presenrt day this is all

that was known of the inatter. It is truc that a
few years ago the Arminiians of the Lazarist
îmonastery at Venice published, from a manu-
script in their possession, what purported to be
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