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WHY I AM AN EPISCOPALIAN.

[Frox mam CeEURcH Eonzorre.]

The Cleveland ZLeader has been asking
different miniaters in that city the reasons for
maintaining their different organizations, Their
answers are all clever in thei~ way, showing
however, no! the least desire for unity. Hach
. writes as if the highest blessing was the liberty
to differ, and the only way to prove that liberty

is to differ, Under the Protestant system the
individual is exaltad, and that is the way Milton
came to make such a hero of Satan.

The letter of Dr. Bates is really well put for
the popular mind. We extract the ¥ain por-
tion:

I know of no other system of Christian nur-
ture and eduoation which seems to me so
rationsl, so sim{ﬂe, 80 complete, so clogely
bcund to spiritual realities, and so fully per-
mesated with a sense of spiritnal law and order,
as is the nurturing system of the Episcopal
Church. The system makes the infunt child a
member of the Christian Church by baptism,
and then,—far from placing any irrational
reliance upon baptism alone-—it insists that
the child, *“*shall laarn the oreed, the Lord’s
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments and all
all other things which a Christian ought to
know and believe to his soul's health.” It
insists that the child be bronght up as a Chris-
tian child, to *lead a Godly and Christian life ;
remembering aiways that baptism doth
ropresent unto us our profession ; which is to
follow the example of our Saviour Christ, and
to be madeliko unto him.”

In a catechism of wonderful clearness and
completencss, it presents an objeot for belief,
the simple spiritual reslities set forth in the
Apostles’ Creed, and as rules for sonduct, the
practical duties towards God, and towards our
neighbor, covered by the Ter Commandments,
apd the precepts of Christian morality. The
Episcopal Church gives to its people an order
of services und seasons which with each year
brings freshly to mind the principal events and
offives of the life of our Liord; and it gives as
an aid te worship and to spiritual oulture, a
litargy rich with the prayers and praises of
the saintliest souls of all the ages.

Another resson why I am an Epiecopalian is
becanse of the clesrness to me of the historie
connection with which the Episcopal Church is
linked to the Church founded by our Lord and
his Apostles. I believe in the fact and the value
of an Apostolic succession. That is, I believe
that the eleven disciples, with certain fellow
Aposues, were the first chief offisers in the
Christian Church, and that these apostles
ordained certain men, ss Timothy, Titus,
Simeon, Polycarp, Hvodius, and others to
succeed them as chief offivers through lines of
Bisho,s duly elected and consecrated. I believe
that the biehops of to-day in different countries
represent Apostclic succession prolonged
through different national or provincial lines,
so that the Bishop of Rome and the other
Bishops in Italy represent sueh succession
prolonged throngh a line of Italian Bishops,
while the Bishops of France represent & succes-
sion prolonged throagh u line of Gallican
Bishops, while the Bi-hops of England and the
United States represent & succeasion prolonged
through Anglican and American bishops,

My belief in the fact of Apostolic sncoession
depende upon the teaching of ecclesiastical
history. Of course I cannot here make any
extonded citations; but I will quote a sentence
or two from Eusebius (born A. D. 264) as
illustrating the way in which early eoclesias.
tical history alluded to Episcopacy ss a well-
known and unquestioned part of church life.
‘“ About this time (ie. sbout A.D. 100)
flourished Polyoarp in Asia, an intimate dis-
ciple of the Apoatlus, who received the Episco-
pate of the church' at Smyrana at the hands

of the eye.witnesses and servants of the Lord..,
Ignatius, also, who is celebrated by many even:

-| to this day as the successor of Peter at Antioch,

was the second that obtained the episcopal
office there.”

Whenaever the condition of an esrly church
is revealed to me by ecclesiastioal history, I
find the Presbyters and deacons subordinate to
the bishops. I cam find protests ugainst the
mode in which episcopal authority is some
times exercised, but I can find nme protests
against episcopal authority itself, and no olaim
that suoh suthority was then considered by any
one sither a usurpation or a novelty. Had the
exercise of ‘such authority then been a new
thing in the church it seems to me that we
should be sure to find traces of atout and wide-
spread opposition 1o it. As my reading of
ecolesiastical history makes me a believer in the
faot of apostolic succession, 80 my regard for
the primitive form of Church government, and
for order and regularity is such government,
make me a believer in the value of the suces:
sion. I rejoice at the multitude of noble Chris
tian lives that I see in all the denominations

'aroaund us, I thank God for the broadening

tolerance and faith which they are showing,
and for all the inoreased efficiency whioh they
are gecuring, and for all the power to bless the
souls of men which they are manifesting. Bat
10 me, the Episcopal Churoh seem3 to have a
broader spirit, & wiser system of religious
calture, and a olearer line of ecoclesiastical
authority than any other Church possesses.
Thus believing, I am and must be an Epiaco-
palian.

PRINCIPLES OF HOLY SCRIPTURE.

1t is surprising how few rules, binding npon
Christians, the Sacred Volume contains, Al-
most all the preceptive part of the Volame i
devoted tu the laying down of principles. And
by way of impressing upon us more oclearly
this charaoter, certain rules, which we should
expoot to find there, are purposely omitied.
Thus, we might have expeoted a rule, pre-
soribing prayer a certain number of times

oevery day. We find no such rale. Woe find
only the broad prinoiple, * Pray without oceas-
ing.” We might have expected rules forbid-
dirg slavery, and forbidding suicide, We find
noge. But in their place we have the broad
principle given to us, on which such sins must
be perfeotly odious in the sight of God. We
have the strongest assurance of God’s hatred ot
oppression, of the duty of submission to His
will, snd of the importance of the span of time
allotted to us here below: and from these prin
ciples of duty, those rules are easily evolved,
It requires however, reflaction to evolve them.
—and application of the mird to the principles,
with the view of developing the rules.

2. Again, the Bible is a book rather of ex-
amples ; than of precepts. There is compar-
atively little teaching of moral lessons in the
abstraot, We are designed to gather such les-
sons for ourselves from the narratives.

Take the preceptive parts of both Teataments,
and weigh them sagsainst the narrative parts;
and how greatly will you find the latter to pre-
poanderate. hat is this arrangement, but an
indication on the part of God that He wills us
to meditatc npon His Word, and to derive from
it for ourselves the lessons implicitly wrapped
up in it, without their being always explioitly
stated? The narrative itself seldom or ever
developes those lessons; no comments are
made, a3 & goneral rule. upon the conduct of
oharacters which are brought before us; we
are left to gather the moral for ourselves either
from the results of the conduoct, or from prin-
ciples laid down in another, and possibly 8 re-
mote part of. the S8acred Yolume. Nay, where
we should most expect to find some note of ap-
probation or disapprobation affixed to the nar-
rative; where the not having such & note evep

proves a stumbling-block to sballow and unre-
fleating minda; even there it is absert, by way
of exhibiting to us more vividly the charaoter
of the Scripture, and the necessity for though,
imposed upon him who would read to edifioa-
tion. Thus Gad's abhorrence of Jacob's deceit
and falsehood is not stated expressly in the
varrative, but lefi to be gathered from the
after fortunes of the Patriurch, whose latter
years only were gilded with some gleam of
comfort,— who may be said to have paid a
life-long penaluy of his sin, And in recordin
the end of Judas, where profane writers won
soarcely have omitted some comment on the
guilt of suicide, and the steps which led to it,
the mind of thereader is lett to elioit for itself
the lesson of that fearful fall, the awfal risk of
sinning againat high privilege, the hardening
of hearts involved in trequent violstions of con-
soience, and the maustery which Satan gains
over the will at grest junctures, by surrenders
of it into his hands on ordinary ocoasions. All
theso lessona it asks some mental effort to elicit,
Iv is, however, an effort, whioh repays itaslf.
It is far more interesting—it gives far more of
life and freshness to a maxim of duty—to de-
rive it for ourselvey, from an example, than to
bave it presented to us in a dry and abstract
torm. Teuching by example is far more lively
in the nature of things, than if the precept
were delivered without illustration, and ready
for immeliate nse.—Dean Goulburn.

THE TERM CATHOLIC.

The term Catholic has beern applied to the
Chorch from the earliest ages, and is its com-
mon designation in the writings of tho ancient
fathers. It may be traced, indeed, to the times
of the Apdstles, since it appeara in the writinga
of St. Ignatius (Epistle to the Smyrnean iii. 4),
s man who, it is related, ‘' was intimately ocon-

versant with the Apostles, educated and nursed
by them, everywhere at hand, and made par-
taker both of their familiar discoarse and more
gecret and uncommon mysteries."—AR¢, Chry-
sostom quoted by Cave. The Church 18 oalied
‘Catbolie in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds,
Though ‘the word was not used by the Apos-
tles,” says Bishop Pearaon, ' we must aocknow-
ledge that it was most ancieatly used by the
primitive fathers, and that, as to several intenta.
For, first, they called the Hpistles of St James,
St. Peter, 8t John, St. Jude, Oatholick Hpistles,
because whilst the Epistles written by St. Paal
were direoted to a particular Church ocongre-
gated in particular aities, these were either
sent to the Chnrohes dispersed through a great
part of the world, or directed to the whols
Church of God upon the face of the whole world.”
—On the Oreed, p. 5.7. laour trauslation of
the New Testament, the term * Catholick,” in
the titles of the above mentioned Hpistles, is
rendered ** General.”

One of the qnestions at Baptism is, ‘' Wilt
thou be baptized in this Faith?" viz; the
Christian Faith, as contained in the Apostles’
Creed. To this an affirmative answer is requir-
ed ; consequently, the article of the Catbolio
Church is to be believed, and it is into that
Church that we are baptized. To dislike the
torm, is therefore & disparagement of the
Church of which it is the distinoctive appal-
lation, and of which we have been made mem-
bers 1ncorporute.

If the present Church is8 not by actual de-
scent the continuation of that organised nnder
the Apostles, it cannot be the Apastolic Churoh,
and consequently it would be irrelevaat to ap-
ply to ourselves such pausages of Soriptare as
the following :—'‘Now, therefore, yo are no
more strangers and foreigners, but tellow-citi-
zons with the Saints, and of the household of
God ; and are bailt upon the foundation of the
Apostles and Prophdts, Jesas Christ Himself
being the chiet Corner-stone,”—Hph., ii. 19, 20,
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