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WHY I AM AN BPISCOPALIAN.

(Fiox TRU OBUBN aLECoTIr.]

The Cleveland Leader has been asking
différent ministera in that city the rossons for
maintaining their different organizitions, Their
answers are ail clever in thei- way, showing
however, not the least desire fer unity. Each
write as if the highest blessing wasthe liberty
to differ, sud the only way to prove that liberty
is to differ. Under the Protestant system the
individual is exalted, and that is the way Milton
came to make such a bero of Satan.

The leoter of Dr. Bates je really wnl put for
thé popular mind. W. ertract thé Main por-
tion:

I know of no other syetem of Christian nur-
ture and education which seems to me so
ration ali, so simrie, so complote, se closely
bound to spiritual realities, and so fully por-
meated with a sonse of spiritual law and order,
as is the nurturing system of the Episcopal
Cburch. The system makes the infant child a
member of the Christian Church by baptism,
and then,-far from placing any irrational
reliance upon baptism alone--it insists .that
the child, -"shall learn the creed, the Lord'.s
Prayer, and the' Ten Commandments and ail
all other things which a Christian ought to
know and believe to bis soul's health." It
insista that the child be brought up as a Chris-
tian child, to "I lead a Godly and Christian life;
remembering aiways that baptiam doth
represent unto ns our profession ; which is to
follow the example of our Saviour Christ, and
to be made like unto him."

In a catechism of wonderful clearnes and
completoness, it presents an object fir belief,
the simple spiritual realities set forth in the
Âpes3tles' Creed, and as raies for ocuduot, the
practical daties towards God, and towards our
noighbor, covered by the Ten Commandmnents,
and the precepts of Christian morality. The
Episcopal Church gives ta its people an order
of services and seasons whioh with each year
bringa freshly to mind the principal évents and
offices of the life of our Lord; and it gives as
an aid t. worship and to spiritual culture, a
liturgy rich with the prayers and praises of
the saintliest soule of ail theagea.

Another roeauon why I am au Epiecopalian is
becanse of the clearness to me of the historic
connection with whicb the Episcopal Church in
li'nked to the Church founded by our Lord and
his Apostles. I believe in the tact and the value
of an Apostolio auccession. That is, I balieve
that the eleven disciples, with certain fellow
Apostles, were the firet chief offisers in the
Christian Church, and that these apostles
ordained certain men, as Timothy, Titus,
Simeon, Polycarp, Evodius, and others to
sucoeed them as chief oflloers through linos of
Bishoe duly elected and consecrated. I believe
that the bishops of to-day in difforent countries
represent Apostolie succession prolonged
through différent national or provincial linos,
8o that the Bishop of Rome and the other
Biehops in Italy represent such succession
prolonged through a lino of Italian Bishopa,
while the Bishops of France represent a succes-
sion prolonged through a line of Gallican
Bishops, whilc the Bi-hope of England and the
United States represent a succession prolonged
through Anglican and American bishope.

My belief in the fact of Apostolia succession
depende upon the teaching of ecclesiastical.
history. Of course I cannot hore make any
extended citations; -but I will quote a sentence
or two from Eusebiua (born A. D. 264) as
illustrating the way in which early eccesias-
tical history alluded to Episoopacy as a woll-
known and unquestioned part of church life.
"About this time (ie. about Â.D. 100)
gourished Polycarpin LAos, an intimate dis-
ciple of the ApoLIes, who received the Episco-
pate of the church- at Smyrana at the bande

of the eye-witnesses and servants of the Lord...
Ignatius, also, who is celobrated by many ovenI

- to this day as the successor of Peter at Antioch,
was the second that obtained the episcopal
office there."

Whenever the condition of an early church
is revealed to me by ecclesiastical history, I
find the Presbyters and deacous subordinste to
the bishops. I cau find protesta against the
mode in which episcopal authority is somé
times exercised, but I can find no protests
against episcopal authority itself, and no claim
that such authority was thon considered by any
one either a usurpation or a novelty. Had the
exorcise of such authority then becu a new
thing in the church it seems to me that we
ehould be sure to find traces of stout and wide-
spread opposition to it. As my reading off
ecclesiastical history maires me a believer in the
fact of apostolie succession, so my regard for
the primitive form of Church government, and
for order and regularity is such government,
muake me a believer in the value of the suces
sion. I rejoice at the multitude of noble Chris
tian lives that I see in ail the denominations
around us. I thank God for the broadening
tolerance and faith whioh-they are showing,
and for all the increased efllciency which they
are securing, and for ail the power to blèss the
souls of mon which they are manifestin g. Bat
to me, the Episcopal Churoh seems to have a
broader spirit, a wiser systom of religions
culture, and a clearer lino of ecolesiastical
authority than any other Church possesses.
Thus botieving, I am and muet bé an Episco-
palian.

PRINOIPLES OF HOLY >CRIPTU RE.

It ie surprising how few rules, binding upon
Christians, the Sacred Volume contains. AI-
moet all the preceptive part of the Volume is
devoted tu the laying down of principles. And
by way of impreesing upon us more clearly
this oharacter, certain rules, whioh we should
expect to find thmer, are purposely omitted.
Thue, we might have expected a raie, pre-
scribing prayer a certain number of timée
every day. We find no sncb raie. We find
only the broad principle, " Pray without ceas-
ing." We might have expected rues forbid-
ding slavery, and forbidding suicide. We find
noce. But in their place we have the broad
principlo given to us, on which snob sins must
be perfeotly odious in the sight of God. We
have the strongest assurance of God's hatred ot
oppression, of the duty of submission to His
will, and of the importance of the span of time
allotted to us hère below : and from these prin
ciples of duty, those raies are easily evolved,
It requires however, refection to ovolve thom.
-and application of the mind to the principles,
with the view of developing the mles.

2. Again, the Bible is a book rather of ex-
amples; than of precepts. There is compar-
atively little teaohing of moral lessons in the
abstract. We are designed to gather sncb les-
sons for oursolves from the narratives.

Taire the preceptive parts of both Testaments,
and weigh them against the narrative parts;
ard how greatly will you find the latter to pre-
ponderate. What is this arrangement, but an
indication on the part of God that He wills us
to meditate upon His Word, and to derive from
it for oursolves the lessons implicitly wrapped
up in it, without their being always explicitly
etated ? The narrative itself seldom or ever
developes those lessons; no commenta are
made, as a goneral raie. upon the conduct of
characters which are brought before ns; we
are left to gather the moral for ourselves either
from the result. of the conduct, or from prin-
ciples laid down in another, and possibly a re-
mote part of. the Sacred Volume. Nay, where
we ahould mont expect to find some note of ap-
probation or disapprobation affièd to the nar-
rative; where the not having such a note eveji

proves a stumbling-block to shallow and unre-
flecting minds; aven there it is abqert, by way
of exhibiting to us more vividly the character
of the Saripture, and the neoessity for though,
imposed upon him who would read to edifica-
tion. Thus God's abhorrence of Jaob's deceit
and falsehood is not stated expressly in the
narrative, but left to be gathered from the
after fortunes of the Patriarch, whose latter
years only were gilded with somé gleam of
comfort,- who may be said to have paid a
life-long penalty of his sin. And in recording
the end of judas, where profane writers wonid
searcely have omitted some comment on the
gnilt of snicide, and the stops which led to it,
the mind of the reader is lett to elicit for itself
the lesson of that féarful fall, the awful risk of
sinning against high privilege, the hardening
of hearte involved in troquent violations of con-
science, and the mastery which Satan gains
over the will at great janctures, by surrenders
of it into hie bande on ordinary occasions. Ail
thèse lessons it aske somae mental effort to elicit.
It is, however, au effort, which repays itself.
[t is far more intoreting--it gives far more of
life and freshness to a maxim of dnty-to de-
rive it for ourselves, from an example, than to
have it presented to us in a dry and abstract
torm. Teaching by example is far more lively
in the nature of thinge, than if the. precopt
were delivered without illustration, and ready
for immeliate use.-Dean Goulburn.

THE TXR.l CATHOLO.

The terua Catholic has beeu applied te the
Church froin the earliest ages, and is its com-
mon designation in the writings of the ancient
fathers. It may be traced, indeed, to the times
of the Apostles, since it appears in the writings
of St. Ignatins (Epi <tle to the Smyrneau iiii. 4),
a man who, it is related, " was intimately con-
versant with the Apostles, educated and nursed
by them, everywhere at hand, and made par-
taker both of their familiar discotrse and more
secret and uncommon mysteries."-StC. 0hry-
sostom quoted by Cave. The Church is called
'Catbolh in the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds.
ThoughI "the word was not used by the Apos.
tdes," says Bishop Pearson, " we most acknow-
ledge that it was most anciently used by the
primitive fathers, and that, as to several intents.
For, firet, they called the Epietles of St James,
St. Peter, St. John, St. Jade, Catholick Epistles,
because whilst the Episties written by St. Paul
were directed to a particular Churoh congre-
gated in particilar cities, thèse were either
sent to the Churches dispersed through a great
part of the world, or directed to the whole
Church of God upon the face of the whole world."
-On the Oreed, p. 5.7. ln our translation of
the New Testament, the terni " Catholick," in
the titles of the above mentioned Epistles, i
rendered " General."

One of the questions at Baptis is, " Wilt
thon b baptized in this Fsitt " viz; the
Christian Faith, as contamned in the Apostles'
Creed. To this an affrmative ans wer l requir-
ed; oonsequently, the article of the Catnolio
Church is to b believed, and it is into that
Church that we are baptized. To dislike the
tarm, is therefore a disparagement of the
Church of which it in the distinctive appal-
lation, and of which we have been made mem-
bers incorporate.

If the present Church is not by actual de.
scent the continuation of that organised under
the Aposties, it cannot be the Apostolia Chnrch,
and conuequently it would bé irrelevant to ap-
ply toout-selves such passages of Seriptare as
the following :-" Now, therefore, ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but rellow-eiti-
zens with the Sainte, and of the household of
God; and are built upon the foundation of the
Apostles and Propbts, Jesue Christ Himself
beîug the chiot Corner-stone."-Sph. ii. 19, 20.

-- Beected


