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"','-thill‘é..qg this point, let. me speak of another

———

thing somewhat missed, but which instruotion |

in the Prayer Book reve als—What it teaches
- 1n'ite-offides; in'the prayers about the Christian

- "life, -1t tenches us that it hasits beginning. We

* pray that the person baptised may lead the rest
.+of his. life .according to this beginning. The
~ beginning i8 that-God is his Father, Jesus:
*  Christ his Redeemer, the Holy Ghost his Sanoti-
‘fier, - If faithftl he stauds upon these facts and
_hafthem and so grows in grace and in the

> knowledge of our Saviour, inoresses in faith,
.-adds grace. upon grace, and by the Spirit’s

. - power.and indwelling brings forth much frait.
*Now supposing all this to bereal in any one's
... Jife, thero is something else along with this

4enght in the Prayer Book, which it is well|

"+ shonld: be caréfully: brought before the minds of
“ohildren ‘and others, viz., that for every ome
hthér‘é"'is'td.,be notonly & deepening of the reli.

" gious life, but a conscious coming to God through
:Christ. A lawful'study of the Prayer Book will

_ "show.you that the same people who pray on

.. Ohristmag Day, “Grant that we, being regener-

- oted \and made ir n : ,

“-grace, may,.daily be renewed by Thy Holy

- gpirit,” also pray all through Lent that God

. “would “ oréate and meke in them clean. and

_” dontrite hedrts,” that they; lamenting and oon-

< jhasing their sits, may obtsin perfoct rem
sod forgiverioas, " and on Baster Day, that God

*who.put,into their. minds good desires would

' " by+His continued-help enable them to.bring

. “hem: to-good. efféct.” This simply means,

» think, that no matter about the eXact way Or

-Thow it is-félt] for"every one ‘there is"l'ook’ég for
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['hy Children by adoption and’

.8ins, may obtain perfect remission

ming O&?tﬁexF the

is important to notice
this4in connection: with'-the ‘winning’ back, of
the oareless; the:indifferent, the sinfal who have
wandered away:fronf God.’ C artiole
teach that man ‘cannot:-of himself-turn to God

| he needs the.,Spirit-of, God;to tarn .and stay.
|turned, But whom does he.furn.to ?  Not to
lan 8
M e '
|sinner’s.side, who. is waiting to see the first

]E'x'&GQd{.-,bi,i.t. to a Father, and s Father
ike gome. earthly fathers—who is on the

‘homeward turning to receive him with gladhess
and requieing,_,.; le is coming not 1o a-strange,
new plave, he i coming home ; -and having faith
he comes .by. prayer; and he comes by%acra-
ments taking his old stand on hisreception into
God's family, and draws near to God, pleading

| Chrigt's death. for the remission of sin inprayer,

and as Christ has appointed in the Sacrament of
the Lord’s: Suppor.  And so God receives. him:
a8 he belioves in His Son and gives him the

| pledge of his forgivenoss. -

" 2, The Sacraments—I think I need not much

| under this héad. The frequency of the admin-

istration, the teaching of the catechism ought

|to ‘make the Sacraments familiar "~ to our

thoughts,” * -~ o ‘

T would merely-remark {1] that it would be
well if greater attention were paid to the place
and importance of Sacraments-in the Christian
system, 80 explaining the large place given

32,38 E. 102; 130, 143.~Com- them in the Prayer Book. - Liet me mention
) )’ ] . . . g

this: There is a prevalent belittling of the Sa-
craments, especially of Baptism, s if they had
been instituted by man. It mightbe well to re-
‘member that they were commanded by Christ
Himself. Then remembering that Christianity
i8 a system of spirituslities, it enhances the im-
portance of the Sacraments that they have to
do with the body, that they are in one aspect
material, and go' just in the degree that we ex-
alt the spirituality of the Christian system, so
‘must we assign to and this is just what the Pray-
er Book does—a higher place to the Sacraments.

‘|- [2] Next the Sacraments teach us: that sym-

bolism has its place in Christian  teaching, that

{the inner man is reached by what affects the|’
{outward man ; that the soul is reached through

the body. A little thought and study will show,
T think, -that this is an explanation of that
which is somewhat confusing to ‘some geople.
The variety of position spoken of in the Prayer
Book, the insisting upon certain - posture, and
the freqnent breaks or changes in the services.
But agsain, there being but two Sacraments
teaches what we also find in the Prayer Book:
in its calm, sober reserve, that symbolism has
its limits. _ -

8. The Ministry—This is so large 4 subject
that one hardly knows how to begin, so as to
speak briefly. First I think the Prayer Book
is opposed .to that often’ expressed-notion—
which no one believes—that Church govern-
ment 18 a non-essential. Why have Christian
men for centuries divided the Body of ‘Christ
for & non-essential, for & mere notion of no con-
sequence ? ‘ o

The Prayer Book is honest and brings you
up with & round turn, by saying in the preface
to_her Ordinal that Church Government. is an
important . essential, Secondly, I have long
been of the opinion that the one thing which
appeared to press hardly on other Christians,
viz., that this Church holds that to minister in;
her a man must have Episcopal ordination
was in one sense the Church’s . profest sgainst
that which thounsands of Christians are coming
to.see is wrong—.Dissension, schism. in the Body
of Christ. - Surely, this Church, standing on.the
Seriptures of Truth, could do nothing else if she
was to be' loyal to the Word of God and, loyal
t0 her Risen and Ascended Head, than- declare:
that divisions in the Body ‘of Christ was not
merely wrong but sinfol. "I think, agsin, it is
important that our..children should .be taught

1| that setting aside the question of the being of &
.| Church turningon-the minist Y

ministry. alose; - this

Churoh not only confesses with the Churoh of all

- "

ther.

God.: Colledéts and articles:

‘ages the Historic Faithzbut. bolds-with the
Church the: Historic, Ministry.of. Apostles, Eld-
ers.and Deaoons, .or.88 wae have, come to -eall
them :Bishops, Priests, and Deacons; and -that
when we do "bold this we. need  not :be ‘afraid
that any. opening can be found in our armour.
either of Soripture or Charch History. ~ -~
- 4, 1 come now to speak of my last point—the -
rtance of studying .the history of the

impo
PrayerBook. .. - . .
~ [17°I think it is impossible. for. one 1o enter
into the. full ‘meaning of -the worship of the
Church if heo has not_some kunowledge first of -
the antiquity of Precomposed Prayers. Second,
of the antiguity ‘of fully Beven-eighths of the
prayers in the Prayer Book. Thirdly, that
the responsive use of Psalms, and the reading
‘of lesdons dates from the first and second
Temple times. It seems to me that if our
Eec’)p o understood these things better we should
-have heartier:services -than ~we have ; and can °
‘we do better than begin in the Sunday-school to
teach these things. - S
~[2] I feel quite sure that the history of all
the - Church's ‘offices, Morning“and Evening
Prayers, the Sacramental Offices, the Visita-
tion and Barial Offices, the Officé of Matri-
mony—sa most solemn one, and utterly opposed
to the frippery and frivolity of the nsual wed-
ding, ‘andp intended to give holier and higher -
ideas of the marriage state. . I say I am sure
that the history of these would increase the
love, the devotion of our people to thé Church.
IfImay not stir up any controversial fire, I
would like to mention one or two points as il-
lustrations when history will save so much con- "
fusion and trouble. Wonld there be so much ob-
jection to the Prayer Book if it were known,
é. g., that the Baptismal Service'is an entirely
new service, only one prayer being taken
from the o0ld service books, and that'one object
of the service is to assert the rightful place of
Baptism- along ~with the ‘other Sacrament,
which the Romanist' party in Reformation
times exalted out of all proportion with Bap-
Would not a slight study of its history and
construction have revealed that the whole
blessing of Baptism comes from God the Holy
Ghost, that even its lit{le words, a remarkable
thing in the Prayer Book, are important—the
blessing is always “in,” never “by” Baptism ;
that, after all, great as the privilege, great as
the blessing, it is only the * beginning.” We
are to * daily proceed in all virtue and godli-
ness of living” = ‘ ‘
And now I must apologise for Reeping you
go long. I have only been able to touch on
many points, but looking at the Faith, the Sa-
craments, the Ministry, the History, I think you
will agree with me that the study of the Prayer
Book is important for these things which a
Christian man ought to know and believe for
his soul’s health; that it will be interesting, and
that it must make many 4 man now gomewhat
careless and indifferent about himself and about
the Chureh, to become alive and over her “ 1o
fling his arm against the world.”. o
" To many minds these days are days of doubt
and darkness; to them the world seems cold. be-
cause they are not sure whether there is a God
or, if there is a God, whether He cares. How
shall. we' meet. those men ? Shall we invite
them to & gloomy house with narrow
'doors and low windows? Or shall we wel-
come them to our home with wide-open doors,
with ‘windows open -to' the glorious light of
Heaven and the wood piled high on the gen-
erous hearth, where they may be warmed and
‘oheered. ~ In one word, what is our religion to
‘e like, broad, ' generous, warmed . with the fire
of Heaven, fanned into . brighter flame’ by the
‘devotion of inartyra ! Ifso, on our side, Ido

not forget .the meed of the grace of God. 1
now that the study of the Prayer Book willdo
‘much to make us better, Warmer Christians, and

o comilend our isligion to, wandering. and




