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ried on and administered by their successors, the

assurance, “Lo I am with you (and those who
shall follow you) always, even unto the end of the
world.”

Their Master commanded them to wait in Jeru-
salem until He should pour down His Spirit upon
them, to make His Presence felt and to give
them wisdom and power to do His will and work.
On the Day of Pentecost, after the Holy Spirit as
tongues of fire had descended upon each of them,
and had emboldened Peter to preach the first
Christian scrmon, which reached the hearts of
the hearers and led 3,000 of them to cry, “Men
and Dbrethren what shall we do?” what was the
answer?  “Repent and be Dbaptized every one of
you in the namme of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins,” thus at once fulfilling their Master's
orders. It will be noted that St. Peter not only
urged Baptism as an nnportant duty, but, Divinely
mspired and directed, He declares that in and by
the Holy Rite their sins will be remitted and for-
given. ‘

The importance of Baptizing as fulfilling a
Divine Command becomes the more important
when attached to it is the forgivencss of sins.
Saul of Tarsus, afterwards the Apostle to the Gen-
tiles, had the same command given to hiin by the
voice of the Lord’s Prophct, Ananias, to whom
Christ had sent him, “Arise and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins.”

But while it is very evident that in Baptisim sins
are forgiven, there is a deeper significance in the
fact than merely attributing the result and cffect
to obeying Gop's Command. Our Lord had sad,
“Verily, verily, [ say unto you, except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit he cannot ¢nter
into the Kingdom of Gop.” (Jobn iii. 5.) And
this doctrine of the new birth St. Paul taught in
very many passages of his Epistles. He shows us
that the Kingdom of Gon is Christ’s Body, the
Church, and that by becoming incorporated into
the Mystical Body of Christ by Baptism we be-
come members of Christ, children of Gon, and
inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven.” In 1 Cor.
xil, 13, 14, the Apostle says, “By one Spirit are we
all baptized into one Body, {or the body
is not one member but many.”  Also in v. r2,
“As the body is onc, and hath many members, so
also is Christ;” and Eph. v. 30, “T'or we are
members of His Dody, of His Ilesh, and of His
Bones.” Again, the Apostle says in v. 27, “We
arc the Body of Chirist, and members in particular.”
And in 1 Eph xxii. 23, “Christ is the Head over
all things to the Church, which is His Body” ; and
1 Col. 18, “And He 1s the Head of the Body, the
Church.” To Baptize an infant, therefore, is to
bring it into the Church, and so to give it spiritual
life by uniting it with Christ.  To leave it un-
baptized is to leave it spiritually without life, by

leaving it without spiritual union with Christ.
In Gal. iil. 26, the Apostle says, “Ye are all the
children of Gobn by Faith in Jesus Christ, for as

many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.”
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AN ITINERANT MINISTRY.

AN exchange says the Mcthodist Elders of the
North-West, in their reccent Convention at Min-
neapolis, have voted, by a dccided majority,
against itineracy. The explanation given for this

| . , T
ichange is worthy of note. The same authontyT
certainty of its perpetuity being given them in the |
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“In the progress of the religious world during
the past half century, it has been found that
ecclesiastical life has conformed more or less to
the laws which govern commercial and social life.
The greatest successes have followed persistent,
intelligent and established effort year after ycar.
The strongest churches and the greatest powers in
the pulpit or the pastorate have becn the work of
the nght man in one locality for the best part of
his lifetime. The conspicucus successes in the
Methodist denomination have been contributed to
largely by the evasion of the itinerate plan. Now
the time has come when the demand for a reform
comes from within the church.  Itineracy is looked
upon simply as a confession of weakness, and it is
urged that the laws of natural sclection and sur-
vival of the fittest shall allot to each minister his
ficld of labor, and continue it to him so long as he
shall be cqual to its nceds. The action by the
Minneapolis Convention 1s a salutary one, which
will commend itself not only to the ranks of
Methodist clergymen, but to their congregations.”

So that, after all, in this as in so many other
things, the practice of the Church of IFngland
has come to be recognized as the right and proper
onc. And it is not difficult to understand why it
should be so.  An able man comes into a place
tand for ong, two or three years, faithfully and
ssuccessfulty ministers to his charge, he is suc-
reeeded at the end of—not longer than—three
{ years, by a man whose abilitics are much inferior,

and whose modes of action wre as different from
his predecessor’s as the poles are ssunder, with
the result that the work is worse than undone, and
the one who has bueen removed, seeiny perhaps
how his work appears to lack permancnee, grows
discouraged and disheartened.

Now such a possibility is unfair and unjust not
only to the first man and his people, butalso to the
unsticcessful one, who finds that following an able
brother  destroys of making of
value the minimum of talent which Gon has
Fentrusted him with.

O the other hand, had the first man gravitated
to an important place and continued in it, he
would have done a great and permanent work ;
and had the man of less ability been put in charge
of a mission adapted to his powers, he, perhaps,
by patient and faithful scrvice, would have been
blessed in his ficld of labour to a degree compar-
ing most favourably with the larger work of his
more showy and able brother.
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"GOFFEE ROOMS,

Tuesk valuable institutions are commending
themscelves more and more to the support of those
members of the Chureh who desire to sce some
practical efforts put forth to protect the laboring
classes from the snares of the tavern and bar-
room. . ’

The advantages of the Colfee Rooms sustained
by the Church of England T'emperance Socicety,
in Halifax, arc appreciated by many, and they
arc comfortable places of résort, where a whole-
some meal may be had at small expense.

Reading matter is wanted ; and if our numerous
rcaders, many of whom reccive large supply of
magazines and newspapers, will kindly furnish
some of these for the benefit of frequenters of the
'll{ooms, they may be doing good service to the
‘wayfaring people. The Coffee Rooms are at the
oot of George Street—Market Square—and in
;'Uppcr Water Street, near to and south of Corn-
| wallis St.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Duet between Parson and Clerk.”

To the Editor of the Chuich Guardinn,

Sir,—Likely you have often heard of the above
in reference to the custom in our Mother Churches
in the old country, of the employment of Parish
clerks, whose chief duties consisted, we are told,
in responding at the various places of the Church’'s
Services appointed for the people.  In my travels
in many parts of this Dominion I have attended
Services where, to me, the “duet” would have
been an improvement on the custom of the audi-
ble scrvices consisting—a few loud whispers ex-
cepted—of the minister’s voice alone.

Your correspondent could never thoroughly ap-
preciate the wit of the above “joke,” as most of
the Churches where he attended in his young
days had a “parish school,” whose children were
taught to, and did, respond at such places as are
appointed in the Prayer Book ; hence, doubtless,
his faillure to receive that amount of amusement
he has seen enjoyed by others about the duet.

‘There is to my mind something radically wrong
in a congregation that does not contain a few who
arc willing to lcad the people in the responscs.
As at one time & Lay Reader, T have painfully felt
this grave negligence, and can fully sympathize
with a Clergyman whose lot is cast in a dwmb
audience ! Yet, does it net, ought it not to make a
minister of such a congregation consider if a
remedy cannot be found to cause, at least, an im-
provement?  That we have a Scrviee, when right-
Iy rendered, that is at onee both beanuful and
clevating, we have the testimony of men not of
the Church Catholic—prayers in language not ex-
celled in general excellence in any other work on
parchment or paper.  And I am convinced that he
or she who neglects to take theirshare, in a hearty
manner, and in an audible voice loses a large
amount of that happiness enjoyed by those who
determine 1o do their appointed part—happiness
through a conscientiousness of having done their
duty, and of contributing towards making our pub-
lic services appear to outsiders something more
than “a chilling, dull and spiritless performance.”
‘That the one or more who would be willing to
head a reform tn a congregation $o given over to
deadness would require some Christian courage, [
do not doubt! That we find it hard to be un-
favorably commented upon, when endeavouring
to do what we conceive to be right, is not to be
wondered at. Yet, when we feel we have the
assistance of Gon's THoly Spirit, what need we
care what man may say about it ?

And now, a fow words to those “who have the
rule over us.”  Is there a clergyman of our he-
loved Church whao has ancarly #en-responding con-
gregation but who would not be happier for change
i this respect? I think not. - Well, the remedy
I sincerely believe, in the largest measure, lics
with oursclves.  Not that a change can be effect-
ed at once, orin afew wecks, perhaps, yet, by
choosing one or more willing souls—man or woman
—who could be convinced of its necessity, and in-
ducing them to take the lead, if for no other consid-
cration, for our dear lLord’s sake; and Dbelieve
me, Reverend Sirs, you will soon have cause for
thankfulness at the marked improved Services.
This is once remedy. Yet e important one |
have yet to name—it Is “FEED MY Lamps.”
Here is the Hope, here to me is the Anchor of
our beloved Chureh.  The children of the Church
must be taught Chere/r doctrine ; and, instead of
the time being taken up at Sunday Schools with
requiring the children to learn by rote a lot of
verses from the Bible or other sources, let the
Sunday School open with a portion of the Prayer
Book Service,  Teach them to respond /Jowdly,
yet reverently, and keep constantly before their
young minds the giorious history of our Catholic
“and Apostalic Chureh—of its having within itself
cevery virtue possessed by other Christian com-
fmunities ; and, above all, the fa¢f of our Catholic
i Church’s authority as a Church since Ancient
‘and Apostolic days. Yours respectlylly,

i J- W. Porrer,




