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THD FUTURD OF MONTREAL AND
T PORONTO.

THE crowdmg of masses of people mto
a '1t1es is one of-the features of our
n cwrhzatron which has reached a re-

; the Amerrcan Umon 111ustrate thxs It may
be’ regarded as'an onicome of the ‘co- opera-
'twe prmcrple, taken in its wrde and n‘ener'ﬂ
and not ‘in its narrow and spcclal sense.
Improvements in machmery and discoveries | r
“in the’ arts have been du-ect results of 'this
: lwmg in commumhes The struggle for
life’ and ‘these 1mprovements and dis-
coverres have brought the necessarles
~ and' comforts and luxurles of life w1th1n
the* réach’ of the many at an almost in-
-ﬁmte]y smaller expendrture of labor than
was formerly demanded ‘This has carried
good £nd evil in’ its train. It has enabled
"some to accumulate enormous fortunes and
with’ the means at therr command to mono-
pohze, corner, ‘and ‘cheat the ‘world at
pleasure ‘but it has also placed in the hands
of 1 more honorable men the means to de-
velope the resources of nature, and forward,
especially on this continent, the onward
march’ of civilization.  These
ments and drscovenes with the 0reater ease
of . earnmg a hvmg, have ‘enabled - ma.y to
chose therr own habitat who would other-
“wise hdve been chainéd to the s011 and who
‘natnrally gmvrtate into the gregarious hablts
- of cxtrzens of large centres of wealth, in-
: dustry ‘and ' thought. These are some of
" -the mﬂuences that must, in the near future,
swell’ the populatlon and add to the pros-
perlty ‘of Montreal and Toronto as well as
'the other cities of the Dominion. But what-
- ever ‘our hopes a8 to the future many be,
Canada has no reason to feel ashamed of the
progress so, far, of her two great cities. It

- is true that wiseacres from the western

- crty ha.ve dinned into our ears from time {o
time that thé glory of Montreal is passing
away “and that Toronto is coming to the
_front a.nd must ere long, drstance her older
nelghbour Those special champlons of
the’ west hang' their hopes on slender threads
, at trmes When a Montreal estabhshment

oyt

»men herald the fact to the World as an un-
mxstskahle srgn of the 1mmed1ate downfall
-~ of the anclent city. ‘Let us be comforted,
however “That Toronto has greatly pros-
pered in recent years'is seen in her increas-
ed populatron and customs returns, but that
prospered at the expense of
"Montreal or that she is likely to do_ so
not m accordance with’ fact. The 'ad-
tages she possesses are peculiar to
lt and largely the result of her own
rlse ~“Her so-called Esplanade, wrth
horse shrrekmg and’ rushing to snd

ll hours of the day and mght ex-
the whole length of “her harbor

XY r'egron Whrch but a few years

'cred‘ to bull-rushes and desolation |

ways branchmg out at every

improve-|

conceivable angle into a fair and fertile
land—her immense manufacturing establish-
ments—are all monuments of her native

energy rather than the resull of any splend-
‘1ng natural endowments such as Montreal
,possesses
The great cities of|

These mark her citizens as
worthy descendants of the hardy pioneers
who first subdued the primal desolation of
her now fair surroundings. The census of
1881 shows that the population of the city

mcreased in a decade over 40 per cent, a

rate only equalled in the increase of one
other city in the Dominion. But Toronto
has lessons to learn that she will do well to
vconsrder She will have to pick her steps
daintily at the present juncture. She has,
whether rightly or wrongly, been credited
with more prudence in the conduct of her
business than Montreal. She will require
a]l the prudence at her command, Her
merchants were not so reckless as were
many in Montreal in 1874 and 1875, and
other periods of inflation. Hence the
depresswns that followed these periods,
though as gloomy to the eye, were not as
deadly in their results in Toronto as in
Montreal.

GET A BOOKKEEPER.
BuT is Montreal immaculate 2’ Hardly.

Look at her civic management and the rate
of| taxation. What ‘have we in return for
the extravagant rates inflicted on us? City
Hall defalcations, embezzlements going on
for years, an ineflicient system of audit.
Nothing done about it that the public can
see except a “‘notis’ neatly printed on*a
card,” that any civic employé found drunk
on the premises shall be dismissed by His
Worshrp the Mayor. Here is a solemn
mockery. Is a long-enduring public to
infer that our hlgh]y-pald officials are in the
habrt of attending to their duties in a state
of :“ obfuscation” from too much wine or
some stronger compound ?  If s0, it explains
the mystenous defalcations going on system-
atically for years that we hcar so much
about. Our City. Fathers are no doubt
awfully in earnest, but they will not mend
matters much by issuing notices against ex-
cessi_ve drinking in office hours, or on the
premises. The only remedy is to be careful
about whom they employ, to take none but
sober men in the first instance, and, above
all things, to get a good bookkeeper If it
is true, as is reported, that the late defaulter
was constantly or even frequently drunk in
the office, that fact should have made it
clear to the most unsophisticated intellect
that he could not have been in a fit state to
attend to his important duties, and no good
nature or favoritism should have permitted
him to be retained in .office. But it is the
merest farce to issue a “notice” against
drunkenness when all the world knows
that the regulation will not be carried out.
Get a bookkeeper What further de-
hnquencres might be discovered by a rigid
system. of account-keeping we know not;

but our citizens should insist upon an

efficient public service, no matter where the
shoe pmches

THE MONTREAL POST-OFFICE.

PusLic patience in connection with the

Montreal Post-Office seems at last to be ex-
hausted, as it well may be. The local press,

general-outburst of protest and indignation.
The latest of a series of bold robberies with-
in the Post-office itself gave the signal for
this explosion, and in commenting on it the
whole institution has had to undergo a
thorongh journalistic overhauling. How

has it been possible, it is well asked, for

such a series of robberies as from time to
time of late have been exposed to have gone
on so long without their existence having
even been suspected? With hundreds of
letters and thousands of dollars tampered
with or stolen, on account of some of which
many complaints and enquiries must surely
have been made, was no additional vigil-
ance aroused ? It would really seem not,
and it is hard to make the public believe
that this is a state of things worthy of the
principal post-office in the Dominion. The
general practical working of this great in-
stitution is now also taken exception to.
The time occupied in sorting the mails is
worthy of a petty village, and this goes
on before 9 A.M., generally now remain un-
steadily on from bad to worse. Mails, the
delivery of which might once be counted
sorted till 11, or later, and have done for
weeks past. The Post-Office is opened, too,
intolerably late for an active business com-
munity much of whose.work is compressed
into the summer and autumn months.
Long before 8 AM. an impatient crowd is
waiting for the doors to open so that access
to the boxes may be obtained. Why should
not the doors be opened at 7 AM., leaving
the delivery-wickets arrangements as they
are? Again, why should not the doors of
the Post-Office be open and accessible {o
the public on Sundays till 1 p.M. at least ?
There is no difficulty in effecting this in the
country parishes—why should there be
here, where postal accommodation is so

the city to church just in time to be too late
to reach the Post-Office, and our silly urban
rule keeps them from receiving their letters
till next day. In the United States, even
in unimportant places, those offices in which
there are boxes remain open till sunset on
Sundays. Why should they not here, or
till 1 p. M. at least?
no detention of clerks, delivery or other.
These could still continue to leave at 10
AM. Nor would it be hard on the janitor,
who lives in the building, and would simply
be required to. lock up at 1 p.M. instead of
10 aM. In a word, the local post-office
people have got to wake up to the fact—
which seems to-have escaped them—that
Montreal is a great city, not a petty hamlet.
We are getting just about the accommoda-
tions appropriate to the latter, and -are be-
coming very generally restive under it. At
the same time, and as a matter of the merest

justice, we .are bound to acknowledge the .

of all shades of opinion, has come out in one -

much more necessary? Many come into -

There need be

great courtesy and extreme desire of the
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