. Remarks o p*‘zfvate Play: :

b,

Acthe ul’c nf this chenp and rxtrnordl-
narymanuse, has now become wery general,
in this ftate, and as. mMany aceurate nnd;u

dicicus farmers sire making experiments

with it, ] dbebt not but its adv:mrn,z.s, at
the end of the feafon, will be better known

than at'the prefent, when | fhall be hw--

py to write you agiin on this fubjc&.

o

'REMARKS UPON THE PRFSENT
TASTE FOR ACTING PRIVATE
PLAYS,. : :

[Frprr.vdgc Obfer'u.'r.] .
Nutiz eomeeda ft.

F the prefent tafte for private plays
fi-1eads a faft as moft fathions co in
this'tcuntry, wemay expedt the rifing ge-
neration will be, like the Greeks in my
malto, cne entire nation of alers and
adt cﬂ'
Jy re. km itamengf the bleflings of a nu.
merous prozeny, that he is provided with
fufheient company for his domeitic
ﬂa.:c,. anl may caft a play.to his own
liking wizhout going abroad fer his thea.
tricsi amofements.  Such 4 fleady troop
cannot fail 0; being under beteer regulac -
on than a fet of firollers, orthan s any fet
whatever, who make aéting a vacation :
Wh.re a manager has to deal with none.
but players of his own begetting, every
play bids fair to have a firong cafl, and in
the phrafz of the ftage to be well got up!
-Happy author, who thall fee his charaQers
" thus grouped into a family.picce; firm as
- the "Uheban band of (riends, where 4” is
zcal and concord, no bickerings nor jea-
loufies about flage-prec:dency, no ladies
" to fall fick of the (picen, and tofs up their
parts in a hutl, no heart- -burnings ahout
flounced petticoats and filver trimmings,
where the mother of the whole company

- ftands wardrobe keeper and projerty wo-'

man, whil the father takes poft atene
fide fcene in the capacity of promipier with
‘ plcmpotcnu:ry controul over P>’s and

P's,

1 will no longer {peak othc difficulty of
writing a comedy or tragedy, becaufe that
s now done by (o many pcople v

any difficulty at atl, that if there everwas

_any myfteryin ity that my!lery is tho-
* roughly bottomed and Jaid-open ; 'but the

art of alting was _till- -very lzxcly thought

fo rarc and wonderful .an excellence, that

peopla. began to look upon-a perieét: adtor’
as-a phenomenon in the world, which they
- wergnot to 'expedt above once in a czntu-

A father of 2 family may thort-

vithout

this prodigy is to be metat'the tum of
every flreet
their xmmorul honaur have’hroken up the
monopoly, and new. made playLrs are now

as ;:lc(mful ai ncw m.sde peersy T

Nee tamen A:.tr:l\xu, nec orit mrrrzbrﬂu Jﬂic .
cum _u: 411: l}munus

vt Strarocles aut
- Hapa.

\ .

Garrick :md "owcll wou]n be now nn
veonder.

Nor Barry's filver nozc, nor

uin s_he_
roic thunder. RN

%

Though the public profel’fors of thc art”

are fo compl.atly put down by the private

-pra&mom.rs of it it is but juflice ta ob-

ferve in mitigation of their defeat; that
they meet the compirifon undér fome dil-
advantages,- which cheir rivals® h:we not ts
contend wnh.

Oric of thefe is diffidence, which Vqun.
teers cannot be fuppufed to feel in the de-

_eree they do, wha are prefled into me{cr-
. vice :

1 ngver yet faw a public 4&or coms
upon the ftage on cthe firlk night of a new,

' play, who did ‘not fec:n 10 be nzarly,if r ot

quite, i as great a thakingfit a5 his au-
thor ;, but as there can bz po luxury'in a
grca: fnght, [ cannot- belicve that peapls

perfona; in the fenate,

but gracetul aé&ion, juft eiocution perfe

knowledge of their author, elcgantdepore-
ment, and every advanmgc, that' refined -
manners and courtly addrefs can’-beftow,
is exclufively therr own @ In all feenes-of.
noble fentiz
meats are’ natural -to them ; loye Sparts

high life thgy are at home; n
they can play by inftin&, and “as’ for ull

tem:n they can fill them "to the life.
Think only whata violence it muft besto

the nerves of an humble uaprerending
.aftorta be ohliged to play-the gallant gay .
“feducer and be the. cuckold. inaker of the
“comedy, when he has no other objet ay
‘heart but to go qui€ily home, when ths’

the nobility -and gentry to .

13

ry 5 but now that v.he trade is laul opcn, S

“of fathion, who aé for their amnfcmcnt. X
“only, wrould fubjeft themfelves to it 5 they

. muft certain!y have's proper confidencein -

“their own abilities, or they wauld never .
ficp out of a drawing roem;whert theyare
fure to figure, upona ftage, where they ron
the rifque of expofing themfelves'; fome ~
gentlemen perhaps, who- have heen: LT

mwy ‘frart-ac the

firt found of their Lyn voices ina thdatre, a

<

" the catts of rakes, gamefters and finé.gen-

play is over,, ‘to his wife and children and
partigipate with them' in the honeft earn- |

ings of his vdcation ; €an, fuch a" man

_compete with' the Lothnno of bigh- lrfc 2

And now | mention® ‘the! carcs of a fam .

ly, 1.ftrike upoh another dlfadvanuge.:

e !m:ch"'



