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NUPTURÂ.
Hush ! lot me hear of love no more

Till grief bat; hsd her rightful day;
Mlust Iflot ceunt my treasure o'er

Before 1 give it ail away 1

Sweet home! from overy field and tree
Breathes ail my past of jeys and tears;

The store of liflong memery,
The veicelese love of tweuty years.

My father's sigh, with amiles above,
The tear my ,nother let& net fal,

Mybrothers hbeart, se sore with love-~an 1 alune thon heal them ail t

- To love and heal, ene little hour!
To loose and lift eaoh clinging rot;

To peur the sbout of uy lait flewer
On those who shall not see mv fruit.

One little heur ! my wemai's oye.
Witlm childhed's dylug toars are dim

Love calie me: I shall seen arise,
And bld farewell, aud follew him 1
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CHAPTER XXIV.

11ILDA'5 PUPILIS.

The Squire's accident made some difference
ini the arrangements of fie yonng ladies stav'ing
at the Hall. If liad been originaiiy fixed by
Patf y aîtd Lu Featlîerstone that tliey were
to refuru liome ftle day after tic wedding, but
te eave poor Mr. Trevor aloîte wlien ho was in
sncb psitnLii said was impossible, and Patty
muade no objection te tlieir romaining.

Hilda Marston also did net like to speak to
Mr. Trevor about business when ho was ill. She
wrote, however, to lier old friend the scliool-
mistress (at wbose school slie had been educated)
suddtube sent lier a kind leffer in reply. Sic in-
vited Hilda to cone and t ay with lier for a littie
wliile, and said tliat she would endeavour to
get lier puûils for singiug and mîusic, but
warned lier that at firt this would ho very
difficuit, anîd tint sic muet nef, therefore, raise
lier expectatione too bigli.

Stili, this letter was very cornforting, aud
enabled lier te bear tic brunt of lier sister's dis-
pleasure wlien Hilda informed lier that al lier
gloomy prognostications about Mr. Trevor had
corne true.

"I1 told you what would happen, " wrote
Marion Marston, "and," sic added, "lthe next
tliing you liear wiiI be that Mr. Trevor wil ho
marrying sorneene else."

In this prophecy Hilda fully concurred With
lier sister. Lu Featlierstone was net a girl wlie
did thingesiyly. Sic openly devoted herseif
to M.Trevor and lis eprained foot, and the
.probable consequetîce were, of course, patent te
ail. Nay,. se natumal is it te womon to nurse
and be kiùd te sick people, tiat Lu grew te
like Mr. Trevor mucli btter after lis fali. She
get more accustoined te him for one0 thing, for
when a man le ii tiere are rnany littie thige
lie requires te ho done fer hiru which croate in-
timacy, and Lu did everything she could for
Mr. Trovor. Thus i t surprised ne one when
tliey announccd tliey were engaged. Patty
Feafierstone was deiighted when thie happoned,
and Lu was serions, but not unhappy. She had
accepted Mr. Trever for hie position, but alie
meant te be a good wife W hlm, and was not
marrying hlm by any means in the- aime spirit
tkat Isabel had married Sir George Hamilton.

"lIf lie is generous enougli te ie emo*
sud a good home," she told lier sister,"'I moan
iu et urn te give hlm boti duty and, 1 trust,
affection. Net overy man would mrr apu
niless girl like me." 9 >

As for jovial Antony Featherstone, lie was
overjoyed at bis girl's good luck. Sometimes a
diru vision had passed tirougli lis mnd that
tic day migit corne wlien lie would liave te
beave hie daugiters te the world's cold merdies,

timo, sud tic Squire, in lis gratification at g
being accepteci by oee andsorne girl, liad ai. a(
meet forgot ton bis mortification at beingrefused a(
by anotier. Thus the party at Sanda Hall lad ià

got on vemy liarmniously together. But after h
tic engagement was announced, Hilda feit titat h
it was tirne for lier te eeek another interview s
witli the Squire.h

This wae a mudi niore agrecabie eue thanw
the aset. Mm. Trevor wss dignified, but affa-m
ble ; sud wlien Hilda told him about the corres-E
pondence wltichliad passeci between lierselif sud b
lir oid schoolmistresq, lie signified is ap-

proval of the course that she had taken. a
IlAnd I may tel yeu, Miles Martn," liea

added, drawing eut a choque book, Ilthat In
have always intended presenting yen witi s a
year's salary wicn yen quitted xny establish-n
ment. I beieve if wae settled tiat yen werep
Wo eceivo foty poundesa year as my daugliter's
companion ? Alhow me, thorefore, te, present v
yen witi a choque for tiat arnount." And Mr. f
Trevor ianded a chieque, whici le liad juet1
filled in, te Hilda.f

I tiank yei. I arn very grateful," sida
Hilda.t

Mr. Trevor waved hie haud graciouely. a
"lYen will find, Miss Marston," hoe aid,

"fiat thougi 1 admit no cdaims ou my henefi-a
con ce, fiat wlien I cheese 1 can give with ne
uiggamd liand. But I wiil nef aIlude further
te my rnany charities. I acf, as 1 may indoedv
conscienti' usly say, always up te the miles off
ife fiat I consider tic duty of a gentleman in

my position. Regarding yonr brother Edward,"(
lie cenfinued, I arn wiiling te defrsy tic cx-
penses of hie education untfil Christmnas. Afterc
fiat, as I1înay have future clame on rny purset
whidli I cannet foreme, I muet decline any
longer te burden mysoif wifli lis maintenance."t

IlI will take hini te live with me," said
Hilda. "Miss May, tic lady I told yen of,f
hopes te ho able te get nie some ptîpils, sud I
shah aise have tirne te educate Edward myecif. "

IlNo doubf, abundant timie," said flic Squire.t
"And I should advisc yeunont te ever-educate1

hlm. 1 cousider tuis le eue oUfie mietakes off
fie prosent day. Femmriy gentlemen sud fie8
sens of gentlemen onhy were highly-educated.
Now yonng mcen wifliout position or fortune are8
pusied forward, sud this lias cansed, te rny
mind, a meet dangereus clisse te arise."t

"Yes," ssid Hilda, meekly, for she could1
nef exactly follew tic Squire's argument. c

"lAs yonr bretliem's future position n l he wilh

ý robably ho a clemk lu an office," contiîîued Mr.1
reor, IlI sieuld advise yoîî, tiemefere, te

teadl i hm eound Eîîglisb, aud if hoe lias auy(
ides of a mercaîttile career, French would ho
desirable. But ail books of daugereus tendon-1
cy, suci as wouhd induce te free thinking on1
any point, scrupulously keep eut of hie way.1
Hiasephere of life will necessaî-ily ho a narrow f
eue, sud hie ideas, therefome, slîould ho lu ac-
cordance."

flilda ceuld scsrcely fobear a smile at fis.1
The narrow-minded Squire layiug dewn thei
law, sud tiiuking hew ciever lie was, touched1
hiem secse of humour, sud with an effort enly
could elie preserve a proper lîumility of ceun-
tenance.

I1- wil] try Wo remember," sic said.
"De s," roplied fie Squire, 'lsnd I assure

yen that yen have rny good wishe for yenr fu-
ture welfsre."

'"Ad-I muet offer yen my congratula-
tions," said Hilda.

IlTiauk you," said tic Squire, gracieusly.
"Yes, I have decided," lie added, Ilnow titat

my daugliter lias lcft rmc, te forni a second mar-
niage, sud I think that I have been fortunate lu
rny choice of tic lady."

l"Indeed yen have," said Hilda, warmily, Uri
aie liked fie Featierstoues vAry mucli.

" Miss Lucinda Featiemetene le attractive asi
a yeuug lady," continued tic Squire, "sud I
have ne deubt she wili ho yet more attractive as
a msrmied eue. If yen will faveur us with yeur
address wheu yen are setthed iu tewn, I shall
dosiro carde te ho forwarded te yeou nticoc-
cason of my marriage."

Again Hilda said Iltiank yen" for fliese
gracions worde, snd tien, affer a few mere
speeches, bier interview witli tic Squire was
ever. Sic left bis presence witi a lightened
heart. Little Ned wa8 te ho faken camsoU until
Christmuas, sud hy fiat time Hilda ioped te ho
setfied sud at wemk, sud af ail evonts te, have
some sert ef a homo Wo receive hiru in. Mr.
Trcver's git, sud fie price Isabel liad givon lhem
for lier locket, ruade up a respectable sun, sud

ai TgelEr ilda dtlu better siite tian ola

good-natured music master, who attended fie d
scloob. Miss May prouîised to f ry te gef liere
sore pupls, but Hilda'c liopes grew very hew
as day affer day paessed, sud noue could bleC
board of. Sic lad received eue or two kiud
letters duming flue tirno from fie Feather- d
stones, sud oee roru Lady Harnilton. Isablv
had forgotten semefhiug af Sanda tkat aied
wanted, sud wrete te lier bate companien fe Uer-1
ucard ifte h em af Paris, nover rernembering fiat0
Hilida wonld lu ail probahiify have bt Sanda.
by fis tirne.

lu fis letter Isabel meutioued ber father's 1.
appreachiug marriage. "I1 am utterly astonishedt
et the news," sic wrete, "'but îuy future stop.
ruofier wislics me te ho prescut at tic marriage, 1
aud we shah tiherefore roturu te Euglaud eariy1
next menti, when I believe tie event le te take 1
place."

But tieugh sic wrofe tins discreetly, sic Iîadr
nef spoken se wheu sic iad first rcceivod her
fafier's letter snnennding is engagemtent.
Witi s centemptuens exclamation sic Itaciflîînt
tie botter on a table near wvhich tbe ivas eeatcd-
af breakfast, sud Sir George, who was oppositeî
to bier, booked np lu surprise frorn hie newspapem
as sic did se.

'IlMy dear Isabel, what is flic mattor 2" ho
asked.

"Ho le a fool !" said Isabel, wifh curlli p.
Hia1 Lucinda lndeed 1 Auyene's Lucinda who

wonld he mad eneugi te marry into sud a
farnily as fleirs."

"0Of wiom are yen speaking 2" said Sir

"fyfatier, " answemed Isabel. " But yen

can read flic letter. Hoelias actnaliy been infa.
fuated enougi te propose te Lu Feaflieretone !

Sir George ieoked grave Uer a moment sud
tien he ssid-

" Isabel, le fiat a proper way te speak of youm
Utier ?"

Isabel sliraggod lier eheniders.
ciMy goed cresture," she said, " I did nef come

to Parie te go te echeol." And Sir George, as
ho heard lier anse, iooked for a moment ini ler
face, sud tien rose frorn fli table with a ieavy1
sigli.1

Tiey lad hoon rsarried juet about a fortuigit1
at tulle time, sud already Isabel liad frequently1

* ven way te lier temp'er sud caprices. But %-
loed lier sf111. The power of hem bcauty 1cMà
hlm sf111. Af fines, tee, sic exertcd lierseif te,
clarm im, huit sie was very timd of if. She
biked mauS' thinge hotter than Sir George
Hamilton. Admiration, flic worbd's gond glfs,

Georgc's generous, nay, lavisi iaud, grudged
ber îîofiing. Sic lad ouly to express admirationt
Uer s thing, sud if lie could get itfofr lier, if wiue
home. But sf111 sic did nef love hlm. Sic was
nef even erateful te lin, for sIc ostirnated bler-
self seighiy, fiat sic thougit notiing ton
good te ho squndered at hem foot.

And Sir George saw alluehi. Net, periape,
fiaf sic did not love hlm, for fie human heart
ia vain, sud if is lard te helieve fiat a violent
affection meets witi ne returu. But le saw fiat
sic was solfiai, sud wondemfulby capricione. Aud
yet le was ready te forgive ber, te telil imeîf
fIat sic iad heen hadly brougit up, fiat she
lad been spilt, fIat lu time al lier saubte migif
pase away.

But lie was nef happy. Ho watcied ber eyes
wauder awsy fUmis te eeek a look of admira.
tien Urm omre passiug straugor. Ho listeued
te fie womds fiat Uebl from hem loveby roey ip s,
sud heard no noble, nom even tenîder eue. Isahel
was. ciarming sud coquettisi te uhni sometirnes,
but lie Udt fiat le conld nover lay hie iead ou
bem siionîder, sud fell hem of is learf's wearl.
nes; feuli er what le couid have fobd 1cr, if
sic iad hocu aieoviug sud fsitiUnl wife.

Isabel was exceedingly anoyed, as we have
accu, afticheuews of lier atlier's engagement. If
would affect ber socially, sic thougit. Te ho
ceuuocted witi a bmokon-down amlly like fie
Featiersfones, muet ho a disadvautage te fie
new Lady Hamilton, who neant te ohd lier
head se higi.

But after lier firet auger was over, sic eftta
she conld do notig te, prevout if, sud fiat
tierefore if would be well te hoeon civil ferme
at ail events witihbem Uatiem's yeuug wife. But
if was s biffer pl 1 . Reekicas Antony Feafier-
atone rese befome lier mind's oye, Usmibiar sud on-
creschiug. Tien flere was - Pstty-Psfty, wlio
would expeefte ho chaperoned, sud wie was tee
henest sud free.spoken te ho couverted into a
useful or conveuicutfUrieuci. Abtogetier, Isabel
disliked fie match, but she wmote a Uaimhy kiud
lettear ftehem father wieu site did write, sud sent

[tay, and she is absoluteiy going to become a
eacher of mîusic!"

"Iîîdeed W'iere je she 110w V" asked Sir
George.

-At some school. at Brixton, 1 think lier ad-
iress is. " Oh I dare say she will do very
weil," added Isabel, "Ifor she w'as always an in-
dustrious, patient kind of person. As for me,
1 would kili a child, 1 think, rather than teach
one a note."

"Don't talk like that, Bela."
"Very well, sir," said Isabel, looking up with

lier briglit snîile. " 1 will give you some pretty
taIk. I will take lessous in music from ililda
Marston, s0 as to bce able fo teach ail the dear
littie unwasbed-I 'vas going to say brats--but
[ corre-ct myseif, ail the dear littie youthful in-
habitants of your estate at Massam, and you
shall have th~e iuiasuire of listeiiing to our mutual
performances."

IVery well," said Sir (lreoige; but the next
moment Isabel l)egaii to talk of something else.
She liad forgotten ail about Hilda Marston.
She aliowed lier to drift out of lier minci, and
away froni the luxurions pleasures of hier life,
under the impression " that site wouid do very
well."

But this as f-ar froin being the real truth of
the case. By this time Hilda liad left Miss
May's (hier old sclioolmistress's), and liad taken
rocms, and begun hier stîuggle foi' daily bread.

She advertised ini several papers, but no0 one,
in ail humati probabilities, ever read the modest
lines in wvhicli she announced that she was pro-
pared to receive pupils, aithough these modest
uines cost lier a littie sum that she could iii af-
ford to spare. Then she asked for permission,
and paid for permission, to place hier cards in
the music-shop windows of the part of the town
in which she lived, but stili ithout auy resuit.
She liad been a fortniglit alone ini lier littie
roome, witli only disappointment for lier cern-
panion, wlien one nîorning she reeived a note
frorn Miss May, inviting lier to go to lier house
during tlic afternooh, as she had heard of two
likely pupils for lier. They were old pupils of
lier owîî, Miss May wrote, aud wanted a musical
young lady to practise coinstantly with thei,
and Miss May thouglit that Hilda might pro.
bably suit thern.

Poor Hilda ! She was sensitive and tender,
sud sic trernbled wlien sic lieard of the near
approacli of what she had bieit so anxiousiy hop-
ing for. Often I think of the timid gentlewornen
who are left to figlît fhe voîld's liard batties.
Men go into tiese witlîitoitour, andci nostly tlie
best mnen win, but wviiat can wvoîen as a mile
wiii ? A bare living and no lieitour. This ia
the reai truth as regards titis wvorld; perhaps in
the next the meek dangliters of toil may mneet
with a better reward.

Miss May's scitool wvas itot ia vorygraîîd estab.
lisliment. It was situated in Brixton, where a
neat villa, enciosed iii its own grounds, and
guardod frorn the outer worlil by a bigli brick
wail, was rented by Miss May, and liad been
rorîted for tlie hast twenty years. It was an old-
fashiioned, old-establislied scliooi in fact, and
Miss May lierseif ivas now ait old woînan. But
alie wvas a good soul. A little eccentrio, perliape,
and of sharp and sarcastic totîgue, but a weman
wlio meant well, fearing God, and trying lier
beet to keep lis laws, and also acting welI to-
wards lier neiglibours.

She was a lady, too, and liad a liard hit now
and tiien at the " great families of yosterday,"
amongst whîii slie principaliy iived.

"I neyer mention peopie's grandfatiers, rny
dears, " site used somietinies to say te bier pupils.
"Mine, poor mnan, wa.s the Vicar of Norîianton,
yet, you see !" And slie wouid shrug lier

an gular shoulders, to the great edification of the

r . "But lie bad better have beeti a Iiien-
draper, or a grocer, or a tavern-keeper, or sorne-
thing tliat makes money. Tites I1slinuld not
liave liad the eujoyient of your society." And
the old wernan used to laugh aud show lier
white, prornent teeti.

But in spite of ier quecm ways she wvas very
kind. She liad taken a sort of fancy to (and she
took strong likes and dislikes) Hilda Marston.
For 0one thing, she came of gentie birth, and for
another, Hilda was clever, good-looking, and
uprigLt. The slirewd olci woman saw a good
deal wvith tltosebliiking cyca of liers, and she
thouglit lie sawv in Hilda's face tlie indications
of a true and lionest heart.

" If siteliad been a liiieît-draper's daugiter
witli twenty thnusand pounds for lier fortune, all
tlie moui would have been maving about lier," sie
thougit. "lAs, pour gi, srie is oily a clergy-

faliers eo onii hepstinofle gad


