PARTING WORDS.
CHARMING  BECITATION BV LADY DUFFERIN.

The theatricals at Ridean Hall, the last in all
pretubility which will be given there for some
vears, were attemded by a crowded audience.
Fvery une entered leartily into the spirit of the
cccaston, and the enjoyment was thorough
and sincere, the artistic performance of Lady
Dutferin in the two leuding parts being specially
appreciated. AU the close of the performance
Her Fxeelleney the Countess of Dufferin re.
cited most charmingly the following lines, said
to have been written by Lond Dutfertn 1 —
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““ONLY JEAN.”
I.

Minister of a parish ina densely. popuiatial
wanufasturing town in the south of Soatland,
ared Luaving suffered severely from fever, | gladly
peevpted A eber msde me by a friend o go for
afew months in swsmer o take charge of a
yariall it the West Highlands, « remate district
ot the seascoast,

tn order taappreciate thorotgly: the bty of
the ~octoery o which Dwenty wmd readize the
seqrse ol !'X'iui.\.i(c freshpess g‘i'v'"ll h_v the wea-
brecsus, one wust have suffered as §have sather.
] from the constant amoke and dirt which mads
apep windows almost u forbidden pleasurs. How
P had inged and panted for freshair ! and here
the very avt of hreathing was a pleasure, As health
returned, | Began to wander far and wirde, and
one day T found mysell exploring a long streweh
of mene, seeutingly interminable,  Heather not
vet in full Bigom, and countless marsh Howers,
were wminglad together ¢ piles of peat were drying
in the windo—all this lay  before wme and around
me, i the one hand, while, on'the other, farbe-
low miy fect, the sea lay sparkling as esch owave
eaught the suulight on its erest,  Ou  the appe-
site cgast rose the beautiful hifls of Skye ¢ the
breize swept the clouds overhead fast, and their
shifting lght< and shatows made their forms
seenever: new 3 vriands ol seabirds whirled
high' above me, sereamniug to each other in
eegseless uproar; lurk < sany jovously through it
sl snd all the vime the grand monntony of the
rafting watérs breaking apon the rocks chanted
an acenmipatidsent, :

After walking seme distunoee, eame to oine of
thoer sudden breaks in the laud forming o gler
Tt wag watéred by a burn charged with the brown

Cmenory of a peaty soil through which it passed,
wnd growteg purer ind . cleirer as it Bltered
throngh the stomed, eaping over others as the
ercent grew. deeper, il it fell in one lovely
glittering shower into the seal (R

N

© 'The ground rose abruptly on either side of it,
and on the banks sll the way down primroses
grew in utmost profision—late pritroses,  such
as van hardly be found elsewhere, with sieh ex.
wuisite freshness, © Sueh long stety, and sueh
luxuriant leaves 1 the veey look brought a sud.
den sense of coolness and spring-tide.  Beside
theur, in semewhat stately beanty, tall foxgloves
reared their heads, just coming inte blowm, aml
of every imaginable hue-wpure white, delicate

Lvnrts, and  beautiful
brown pencilings.  Ferns grew iu their tender-
est greens selnb mosses showed every gradun.
tion of tint, from rich emerald to olive green
few silverstemnied birch trees dipped and moved
swayed by the wind, aid fornming a lovely vone
trast toosome stupdy, stiff Seotel ploes that
steoed at the head of the glen as theugh they
were its sentinels,

ink, with splshes of a darker enlourin their !
crimson, with dainty
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Near these pines amd shieltered by o ristng |

grouud behind 11, stood o shieling or cottaw
h
cate in its surroundings.
tidiness that >}v(';$k> of w huiried life was thers
a paling, slmast vonecalol by honeysuekle and
the common  Ayveshire rose, feuced the gar-
dens mors honeysuekle was toained against the
wall zaid the windows stvod wide open.
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Lowas

the voly sign of man o or his habitation 1 hal

seent in my walk, and as Dsut down by the baux
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them, or whether they hived unappreciative
Tives, net knowiayg that their “*lines™ had fallen
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which strroundead |

Cagtnable

In aogoment o tweony thoughts were, inat
wienxtne, atswersl the doop of the wottage opene.
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stesves rolied
fuit of weace, and ber hidr was of o orich nnbdy
brown, thst shed a sort of 11 b vound Lier headd,
and peminded me of ofd pletures T hod seen.

aut Jetting her know of my pr
and went down the bank to speik 1o her, She
answered me with  the ulter aheanee of seif
cotsciousnesy ad  with the simple diveetues
possessest Ly all fine natures ; her nuinner was
feserved ot Kindly, amd her volee was low toned
and musical,  She was not beautiful, if beaney
depridds upon features and outline, but she hud
& wsont intéresting anmd pathetic expression in her
eves atd whe e smifed, her fare Hghited up
wonderfully,  She offerad me refreshment, whi
{odeetined, bus Taceepted Ber fnvitition 1 tea
for a little while in U vott i

Thiers i~ no wsein trving to aoountfor the fu
terest clattied by voe stomger wloen pany pass
By nuhesled, bat frous the ey, Bedore T oknew
her, botelt that thisgir] bad s Bistory, and thea
in senue way she el suttered, anod horne pobly,

The vottage ot tirst seemed sdark afterthe sun.
shine, but g8 oy eves b came aotistoned o the
subdued light, 1 saw the figure of an obl wonman
Iving ona bistat the furtherest vnd of the reom,
| had peverseen any one Jiving so aleojutely
devoid of color as she e and face wern
higached —nothing but the keen and restless
look of her eyes, and the incrssant movement of
her long thin hands bastly koitting, spoke of
Hife.

The girl wrnt ap ta her, aud told ber in o low
voice whe | was, and then placed a chair fur
by the bed sl oos Daat dewn; § el eone
arious of a preuliar foenng as thongh in the pre-
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erive af seme weind Belug, and s Slent for o]

1
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H by the wde of this motionless figure, un-
der the gaze of these plercing . and questioning
eyes. . When shespoke, the mpresdon was in-
ersed, as it was 1noelear shrill whisper that
seviied too reverberate through the reom-in o
manner absolntely startling. ’

1 asked if she Wad been long there, and she
sabd, ¢ Near eloven years'" with a little sigh,

** Does vour grandduoghter clways live with
sou " Tasked,

Shie Inoked at e quickly. % Do ye mean
Jean  She’s no my  granddaughter ; she's only
Jewn” ' :

< Ogily dewn.!” 1 thonght itsonndel a'strange

ary of naming the setive-looking girl befon: me
moving to and fro. S0 quietly. about. household
mittersy, but it was not said unkivdly,  Was it
wny fancy, or did @ brighter calour comeinto her
face s she Tieard the waordg?

I staid seane Jittle time there o and though
the o}d woninu (whase name I found wis Elspeth,
commonly cilled Widow Geant,) did not ask me
to.return, she losked:)
do’so: and 1 left the p*ncv, interested to my new
dequaintances, Jeal showing e u’q't_li«:kc-r Lut
not-so beaitiful a way howme, neross the moor,
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T patishioners of whom. }was now in-charge

Tived inowidly geatternd Souses, aud T eonld- ot

halp often contrasting. their ives with the lives
of my uwn people in the South. - 'Chere, every-
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Cand when 1think of the witermie-

; . ' Taak af shes !lih!x \‘v:~i'-\’1m{1m.x.
hivh up sbave the elbow @ bat her gestures were | ;

iwhteh ded oot refer ool

L s C Dhagined, Lot to steklinessa
Fwas unwilling 1o remain so wear her withe

L8y N I rowe:

o vague, and they never eotye singly

‘acquie

thing was vontracted and small--space wus our
wost needed thing - failies were hwddled to-
gether inhouses, made wore dirty soud wretchel
by what is called a ** common stair,”” and which
it wastherefore no vne's business to kdep clean;
aind - though an inspection was il vow. and
then by Xanitury Commissioners, and cliaritable
people did their best, there ave a thousand ways
in which sanitary daws ean he avoided ; and
charitabile people with afew notable exceptivns,
have the most unhappy Knaek of gasisting the
wrong peeple.  Who can Blange them 1 As a rale
the deserving peor are exactly thoxe who shrink
from help, um{ who, with a hatedtul of meal, aud

world, amd allow no necessity W appest.

The very ponr are everywhere deserving of
pity : but i the country, tresh air, o Hitle tire-
wood, and above all, pure water,
for nothinyg.
be got ) tho poor cannot witond te by the sernnd;
1 oam ne
potitical evonomist -1 huve a et nujust Jdise

hardly a potata elt, show a brave Faer 1o the

H

ares to he had
fn towns, the it s ofteil not to ‘
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ing her for his wife, she should have n!f:\lst‘ll him,
and have actually been the cause of his leaving
the eountry, was beyorid the comprehension of
every one. :

My visits to Dutnside becstne of great interest
to e, The old woman begn 1o ook forwiad to
my arrival with waeh evidenot |-lm,«urr, and the
frestuness and originality of Jean's remarks were
vory pleassnt. She had read nothing save she
fages of mature sa lavishly distributed round
her , but everything came with soch acute ol
servanee, atd her wiind patandly wasso refinead,
that 1 used fo teel when with hier as 18 1 bad
more to learn Trom loer than she coubd dearn
from mie,

HI.

1 shall always pemember warttan antutniad
dav, et long bidore 1 lelt thas Hightaad spot-

Caday when the gelden toce of an * bnbian cung.
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Fuever vatt see why Gad's free gift to man should

he sold by spaoafuls at the cost
However, wuch ix being done,
follew,

Here, in this beantiful place, space was squite
unlimited ;all down the llaade e by bleach-
tng i the son, aud anothier contrast was unt
ouly in the way 1t was fett out all night, but i
the absener ol boits, bars, amd shintters, and
theft was as unknown there as though a mountod
guard watehed tnemssontiy over the place,

of many lives !
and mwoene will

The .’\’hn;'ﬂ sthere wis

thing, frow treacte and herriioes o
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¢

toa adni yetre seeRing aned your wife sae ol

ety
When he shewed
temper, she saad, with a change” of varee that
wotld heve suited wn acttess P osarey Uy
TO SpTELS grow :
you'll get 1t
actiy sleven miles ot Wih 1}
the welfare of her peiphbours, she wis 1ot at
aberve making n close bapgain  ami 1
vineed vanad qudes] my hons

at the peint sho,”” which was ea.
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mir forged §0 ghat §opsad more than §engdhe
Have done for some bandantas that 1

hinr s’f)l'v}v.
From this womoan, whe talked upon ol
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sighi-

‘?;w St st iy, Leard g ot b b abony wid
M. Grant snd Jdean, and sverything 1 heard
was ta the eredit of botle The obl wouss b
ey an exeellont mather toosodeliode daugln
wheodiod of a broken leart oo the sadoden e
of her hustansd. The i,
Mateehn,” had been brouglin up by the grands
nmt}n-r, m;vl, as was often the co o S ot of,

fore Sehonl Foards came tn the way, bie g

ouiy ot

Lo

ceivisd o festerate wducatioy, amd had tarsed ot
by all deconuts a fine young fellon, sl wnd
clever,

Mrs, Grant had eone 1o Burtstd nries than

ith

forty vears before iy irstaeguain e ith the
plaer : no ot ksew why she bad cone thaere, o
anything about her antecedont
poseid thit the old Taird was acqu:
story, but be had pever told 412
had'requested his wephbew and su

'
. Nl

il waith her
BY wdise, Ite
A5y Loy gllow

Pt was wn

Aeer todive st hier B tvnt free, and an wlditien

o thix, a small vearly smn was pead to her from
sotie’ nuknown sauree. St was fneessantly
basy, and her wpinning sl Kuitting were e rite

famous,  Jenn bed gone to ber when shie was a

;o wellogrown vinld of ten, anid the relations be.

tween them were iore those of maotlier wisd ehild
than of wistress and seevants When she had
Baeny there twy or three years misfortines began
Widow
Grant fell ansd hurt herselfl <o mneh that ahe did
not recover from the injury ; then she hnd
paralyvtic stroke, and by degrees sank into o
cutyphete state of helplessness inwhich she way
when Ufirst made her sequaintance.  deag’« des
votiohr was wneeasing, and hersspinning and
kuitting illsd up “the gap when the joor old
wonan was helpless,
aecotintas were given of how and. why Kenneth
It gone nway, A1 that people ke for. eop:
tain was that Jean, for the firat wnsd only time
singe “she bad lived at Buarnside, bad gone to
Skye,and returned - only the very day Ronuetly
had deft for New Zealand, and that they had not,
taet, : .

Not long after bis departure, the litth sun of
money which made the small household s co-

i

Sortable suddenly ceased § and Widow Grant bad
refused, inwn-exeited und determined wanner, -

to allowsany inquiries to beaade abont {{, Jean
e Their wants wens very few, but
everybody waid that sihice Kennetl's departure
she had not looked the sanie’s and it was evident,
thaty usin al Tife'y Listories, W ramanee was
woven throngh it all, Pheugl why, Jas by all
sesontts Kenueth-biad Loen “naif et on liavs

ruotgh for sou, Mo, Cpon, bt

¥ .
Very confuted wnd variouy

i
3o bive

an !)1!;;§'..’, e

I

: Sl ralviila

s ustal, Wb

: .'_f!!‘;\!t.‘-,wi

wier " HHed e wir tn oo valley, ~tretehing

) Sawav throngh the s, some vats were peady o
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Every one turnot aut as thongh it were s fese
tival.  To harvest many s respectable mnrried
WA villin l‘lxml-,:h 1 olthe herselfl and Ler
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pleasant to thety, wod they are ws prood of theiz
quick tiess weed denterity asosny London belie of
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the activaiy wmd el
tent ax the weachine worked round the fiehl,
beaving the s H TR I
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Heenseed oo atirite, and 10 wonld be wiend tor D Bt Landl woven from the Eoeory, Was tabd

s humanity i adl pdividnads Tacted on boon the gronnd, e d ananutad of eorn dand npen
the sau hrm principles, To sotue ohe poaitively 230 e s e poat s mliton fietted the
tefused 1o sell at alls tiothers she allowed anfv e aned ket
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wone followe d By the Yaey crnredd 1ot
3 I g . )
rhe wld woansn was gethars H, bat owas slwavs
Cafraid of avtoeing, anwt D Loew that ol 1 was
pwanted Jean woold sead for e 1 Beftrhe It
vl amd wonnd ey wavup aateep path Deading
§ homes o el at 1 Lot e rest a Hioment
Candd rake ates atter Lok o At snd baay
P, when a olenr Ve st bovely
; el air, of 1IN nanor
: Koy, 1t was with the gathets
faound that  inv snpantes heantiful
%muhl(‘. Apother voses s don, amd yetan-

nthee o atid as the voiies e Uil e harntony,
bihonght na mebod 1
highiest fochipgms as 1
prople, expressing 10 theie s patural manner
the untutenad fechinrof heir Kearts,
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T ohiad gone ta bed Bate, and, as weusd, il
left my window open, watehing as leng as
cauld a4 mest andsusl snuset, wheno b owas
awakened by g nedse that in oy half-drenmy
state seemed as though tle sen had barst s
bondy nud waus rishing over everything, I never
remember seving sueh heavyin, . [f eame
dawn in torrents, bonding down the Seals of
the utpr-\ivst owers it the little gaplen holow
my window, . anid washing a1l the govel off the
sloping . walkd,  Thunder. reverhertod  round
the hills, and vivid flashes of lghtuing shot
aeross” the sky. “A - thunderstorm is pever so
nugnilicent as among - mountains ;. and the
rehows, repeated again” and again G they died
away in the distance, seemed  almost von-
tinwous, It fasted dong.” Peal after peal sue-
cevded ereh other ;o the bipds, frightenad and
bewibdored, Bew from Teaneh to braneh to seok
llulr salleat shelter, and went_forth melanchioly
chirps, as tiotgh to renssure iemselves.

v breakBast e e pain had modernted
snd:the thunderstarny was sver, and 1 went ast:
1o cujoy the well-known pleasantnesy of the sir
aftér iy, aml to. notice - the datiinge -y poor:
fHowers liad sustained, Az § stond there T saw
afigre: hnerging towanl el with a p]l\id"
thrown over her head, LU was doan,  She wan




