lhcu' sonfinement and fell' in nch
ot her e and shonlders, made her
nore’ striking. . She sented herself on o
mound by the margin of the brovk, and opening
0 volume which she rried in her hand, bent her
“eyes.upon the pag Minutes “passed, her eye
rested there; but the page was still unturned, and
“the ladys veverie still unbraken. Now was
waged in Henry’s mind, the fierce conflict between
dut\ nm\ mchn'\l\un. As he gazed on Gabrielle,
o vonn'r 5o fuir, und yet-with the marks of deep:
gr\ef iw'every lineament; ‘the generous nad noble
“impulse struggled hard for the mustery of his
soul i shnu!d he strive to mingle with the Ditter-"
“ness-of ~orro“' the: sting of remorse ? Yor a

few- moments,” the _contest. seemed  doubtful, bue”
the ‘impulse wiis' vanguished, it coulil ‘not' stand
the'test of teniptation.” Ile chented himself with,
he bcllcf that only this unce, \\ould hc seek hcr
rcacnce, ) ‘ol

ot, lhc pirit of ¢ hxs Yow. ]'1

He mhnncul from his comc.\lment aml :(ood
Absorbed in her own thoughts, -
nd! l\oc perecive hun, till ] l'cnr\', in gentle

lie \\erc mdeed so unl'urllmn!c

'Lhnt HnE\pCCth ‘but \\cll re-
-'anncllc ‘shricked, and would
hmc fullen " hul not 1lenry “caught ler."! That
‘the’ olucc: of her lhou'r]ns should s(nml beforc
hcr. as thour'h he had <prunrr frum the’ r'loum]
was 100 great and JO\‘ﬁll u surprxsc for her droop-.
n fmmc, and for v few momonh she! remnmcll
nsensibie.: When' she lmdased her (,jeS, nm'l
lxehcl\l Hem-) kneeling b} her- sule, tnd dmﬁnrv‘
her tcmpk-~, she {'I'L‘Sat‘(l her’ lmnd upon l)er cyes
if. to convince hersclf of heing reully vl
Hat, this was no vision, - With the' ction of -
-its rcnhl\' a burning- blush sprc il “over llL‘l‘ pale
“cheek. Tn tones of pleiding carnestness; Henry -
bcg"cd ('or"'ucnesa for having xl\ua mlrudcd upon’
her solitude, '

... % Chance ‘ncqunmted me that you were in
-Munte:," “snid hc,‘nnd tie recountcd to" her his
ud\cnmrc on the hr:.t mennl" -"II\nmt"(lmt
it mmt bn an .mr'cl “or ll\e Imlv anr\ellc. \h'\t

-xhe eur. to the Syreri's speH thaa to Hcclrum g

§ melancholy, which Gabrielle had so ‘often before

‘nounc(l for 2n msmnt rosu.d on 1Iem-\ ] fx\ce, fs

ke nnswered zti-
“ 'Fhe’soldier of fortunc, w ho~e po-:scssmns are
yet to bit wonl by his sword, and ‘whose highest

titles nre honour and courage, is unwilling to in-

triele himselt into the hulls of the proud and

titked”

40 spealc not thus,”. suid "Gabrielle, wnh'

warennth, ¢ the pm\\(luﬁ halls' were honoured by
the presence: of the Count d’Albret. - Though I

may not promise the sincere cordinl welcome you -

anee received, when—""she pauscd, and withont
“concluding the sentence, coutinued:'*But a cour-
teous weleome from lhc \[urduuncss de Sourdis,
T may surely promise.” '
Defure the sentence was Lom.lndul Gabrielle’s
\omc (rcmlylcd excessively, and - the bright Dlush
;- she knew lhnt shehad even
than shc dared. hope ] Plle

g
\Inrdnuno;s de Smmh:, her wunt on the: mmur- .
nal ~ule, \u!h whom she’ h'uI Ic-.sxded since 'the :
“death of thé Lady \Inrvnre(, wns & women of |

strong. intellect, imperious in her disposition, of
boimdldss: ambition, and insutiable avarice; Ga-
“brielle knew it to be hx'\-hU lll'l])lOle)lc that she
woild” réeoive cven- courténusly - an alnost

nnmcle:.s soldier, when lhch.m"lmcsf. inthe ]nnd i

were her constant gucsts, and ‘often her stp-

pliants; for, thongls hated, lmrmu'mnnf'(hsposumn '

mndc her also uh_]m of terr or. annelle n]so
]\ncw llm ler nunt, more fhan suspccmd her ‘of
heing ‘ot almwether “ faney. free.” ’l'h.xt ‘this
‘wns lhe ren\ 1'cnsun for her mlhﬁerence for Belle-
"urde, atid her other: sxutor~, mnonr— whom were
‘the Dulie de I.m\-'ueulle, the \[mdurmess had
h]untl_)' nccnsed '.' Gubriclle trembled at the
‘mere lhoughl: of what'the- consequences wonld
e, w vore she exposed to lier caol searching r-lnncc,
‘when'in the presence ol the Counnl‘.\lbrcr. She
Jenew that the Marchiondss would instantly penc:
trate “her seeret, and that the restlt would be
zalling insults to her guest, fresh in
privations: 1o herself. - Ienry obser
tions, and’ ])elhﬂ])a guessod * Soinewht! of the
thonghts™which Weére pnssing tirough hcr mmd
for he nns“erml o
. “ihcsu cold cotrteous rcccptmns suil not my

the honour of cmcrmg the halls of the Marchio-
ness'de Sourdis.  Sho-'iseverything, -and any-
thing, but what the noble Tnd_y Margaret wag”

“ You spicak the l.rulh, A \oluntnrxly c\clmm-
mvl anrlellc. vE :

aste. Trurdon’ me that T say i, but Terave not”’




