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the clory as of the only begotten of the Fathor.”
So much of our poor human teaching perishes, It
cannot stand the test of time, much Jess that of
etornity. Thevries, theuvlugies, sciences, philoso-
phies,—falling on the tides of tune, thoy are like

*“T'he anow-fliko ou the river; .,
A moment white, thea lost forever,

But here in Christ is a truth rovealed, establish-
od in our history, knowo to us, and made precious
by oxperience; a truth that defies the hour-glass
and the grave; that keaps ever in advance of our
progress; that runs like the circumfocence of a
circle round the outor margin of all that is gond,
ard old, and new, and true among men; that
touches at once tho two oxtremes, humanity and
divinity; a truth that relates to our sins, brings us
to holiness, and prepares us for God. It is true
that Jesus is tho Christ, the Son of the Blessed. It
is true that He is vur Brother and our Saviour. In
Him there is revealed the divine way of living. In
martyrdom to His own claims He made atonement
for our sins. Through the veil, that is to say, His
flesh, there is opened up the way into the holiest.
Through life we may go gladly, following Him.
Through the grave we may go peacefully, trusting
Him, Beyoud tho grave ‘‘there is nothing but
equal nothings”? Ah no; beyund the grave thero
is life; this is a pact of the truth that Jesus is the
Christ. Jn tesrimony of Himself, of the resurrec-
tion, and of the life ecernal, He died. Art Thou the
Christ, the Sun uf the Blessed, said the high priest?
1 am, said Jesus, and by that cunfession He sealed
His death warraut,

8ed. Why should Jesus die for clinging to sucha
blessed truth? Tha question may startle, but the
answor is easy. In this depraved and beastly world
a wan may go jovially on with his crowd, loving
what his fellows love, hatin: what they hate, swear-
ing by their caths, and twkling their whims, and
so they will never cast a stone at him. Butlet a
man be a man, let him reprove and rebuke as
Wendell Phitlips did, as Lincoln did, as Luther
did, as Paunldid, and choy will throw at Him bul-
lots, bad eggs, and mnd, It is most natural that
in the Devil'a part of the world a man should suffer
for being a saint. Judas can live among his fellows
for all they caro; he may perchance hang himself,
but he can never be a martyr at their hands. Josus,
however, by bainy righteous became offensive, and
Ho died the death Swords and staves for the
man of lainb hkeinnocauco; armed Roman soldiers
to take the unarmed Nazarene; all Judea and the
power of Rome invoked to crush the man whose
only crimes were that He preached heaven's truth,
and loved the people, and hoaed their dissases;
crowns for the worid’s rayal sinners; crosses for its
rayal reformers; palaces for prodigals; persecutions
for prophets—it is the old story, the w rid's way of
dealing with its boloved sinners and its unwelcome
saints. DMartyrdom, martyrdom! that werd tells
the whole secrot of Christ’s death. A man like
Jesus in an ago like that must of necessity suffur,
Had He not have suffered Ho would have been no
more worthy of our love and remembrance than
any chance onv of the rabble that huoted around
Him. Had He not have suffered He would not
have been Christ. Had He not havo died He
would not have been imwortal. ““Yes, says one,
Plato was truly inspired when he aflirmed that
moral perfection, if it shonld appear on the earth,
would auroly draw dwwan upon it all the resistance
of our nature, and that in a world like ours, iv-
famy aupremo would be the distinetive sign and
tho reward of supremeo sauctity.” In Joans thore
appeared thy porfect morality, and Plato’s pr phesy
was fulfilled, The infamy supromo that gathered
round the cross is the proof of the sanctity supreme
that hung upon the cross.

A lagt word: Ts it warth our while to live in the
t}ugh for which Jesus died? Mauany of us have

nnswered the question with our lips, and ave trying
to answor it with our lives,. Some uf you have not
evon tried to apawor, We bid you atop and think,
This is Heaven's truth intonded for man’s good. It
cannot furevor bo ignured, noer can you forever
strivo against it, Every knoo shall bow, and every
tungzue shall cunfess that Jesus is Lord to the glory
of the Father, You may confess 1t now gladly; if
uot you must sometime confess it in sadness, 1t is
too great and precious to be forover mistreatod, A
city on a hill cannot be hid.

““Thore sre flashes struck from midnights;

Thero are fire flames noundays kindle;

While just this or that poor 1mpulse,

Which tor once had play unstitied

Seoms tho whole work of a lifotime,

Which away thorest had trifled,”

This truth is a flash from the world’s midnight
darkness. It 18 fast becoming the world’s midday
sun. May it kindle in all our hearts a flame that
can nover bequenched, » kindhing of now hifo worth |
the work of our whole hfetime hore.

W. J. Luamox,
Minneapolis, February, 1839,

BAPTISM IN THE CHURCII OF ENG-
LAND 340 YEARS AGO,

In tho first prayor bovk of Edward V1. printed
m 1549, aud tho second printed m 1552, wo have
an account and deacription of baptism as practiced
s those days, I find that no provistun has beon
wade for the bapusm of adults, in either of thoso
books. But as they were tanght the duty of having
infants baptized as woor: after birth as pussible, it
was probubly considered that all would by 8o bap-
tized, I use the word baptized in its proper meat-
ing.  As tho reader will see, the child was dipped
in the water.

Ina time like the present, when wany ia the
Church of Ensland are returning tu the practice of
that church as it was at the beginning; it is well to
know what that practice was. [ will quote from
the tirst buok, which differs hittle from the second,
excepting that in the second, the priest does not
undertuke to cast the Dovil out of the child bufore
baptism. When the priest received the name of
the child from its godfathers aud godmothers, he
wade the sign of the cross on the forehead and
breast of the child. After various prayers and cere-
monivs, t00 Bumerous to mentton, he lovked on the
children, saymy: ““I command thee, unclean spirit,
in the vame of the Father, of the Son, aud of the
Holy Ghost, that thou come out and depart from
theso infants, whomn our Lord Jesus Christ hath
vouchsafed to call to His holy baptism; to be made
members of Hisbudy and of His holy cungrogation.
Therefore thou cursed spirit, remomber thy sen-
tence, remember thy judgment, remember the days
to be at hand wherein thou shalt burn in tire ever-
lasting, prepared for thee and thy ange's. And
presume not hereafter to exercise any tyranny to-
~ards these infauts, whom Christ hath bought with
His precious blood, and by this His holy baptism
calloth to be of RHis fluck.” Then after pntting a
number of quustious to the child, through the god-
fathers and gidmothers, the “Priest shall 1ake the
¢ child in his hauds, and ask the name; and nam-
** ing the caild, shall dip 1t in the water thrice.
*¢ First, dipping tho right sido; second, tho left side;
*¢ the third time dipping the face toward the font.
*¢ So it be discreetly and warily done, saying, 1
¢ baptizo thes in the name of tho *Father, and of
*¢ the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.' And if the
* chitd be weal, it shall suftico to pour water upon
¢ it, saying the aforesaid words. Then the priest
‘“ shail anoint the infant on the head, saying:
‘¢ Almigh'y God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
¢ Christ, who hath regencrated thee by wator aud
* tho Huly Ghest, and hath given unto theo remis

** sion of all thy sins; vouchsufe to anoiut thes with

¢ the unction of Thy Holy Spirit, and bring thee to
¢¢ tho inheritanco of everlasting life. Amen,”

In the socond prayer buok, I find that tho ohild
lwns only to be dipped once. But the same pro-
vision was made for woakness, by alluwing pouring
water instead of dipping. Physical woakness must
have increasol at an alarming rate, if we compare
the present generation with thoss who lived 340
years ago. Now they cannot bear oven pouring,
Is the disvase roligious hydrophobial

Ropenrr STEWART.

Lot 48, P. E. Island,
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PROGRESS.

Wo aro commanded by the Apostle Peter “‘to
grow in grace and in knowledue.” This makes the
law of *‘progress” divine and a duty second to none
in importance. That progress is lifo, all will admit,
Progress is living th ;ught and this only has power.
Sume cno hus truly said, ‘*The past is reul now,
only 80 fur as it lives in the present.” Henco a
truth of the past has weicht und power vnly when
it is made present and becumes tho end of the
future only throngh the law of progress. Progress
therefore is not to grow away from tho truth, but
to develop the truth, and to have a better know-
ledgo of it. This cloarly implies that we do not
now have a porfect knowledgzo of the truth, It is
impossiblo to grow in that in which we are already
perfect. This does not mean that wo do not now
know anything perfectly, but that there are many
things yet to learn. Here is whero our progross is
acon— in adding to our faith knowledge. Our rule
is *‘to speak when the Bible speaks.” But this
does not imply that we have yot learued all the
Bible has spoken, but that we should speak only
that which the Bible has spoken, and that we should
progross as fast but no faster than the Bible leads
us. The cause of 8o many failures in the progress
of divino knowledge, is in making other men’s
ideas of divine truth our %e plus wuttra. The folly
of this is seen in the fact that the very best of men
have much more to learn of tha word of God, A
good brother who was at Bethany Cullego in the
days of Bro. Campbell told me he heard Bro.
Campbell say in one of his sermons, *‘that he had
learned only the alphabet of the Bible.” He was
conscious of the fact that with all his knowledge
there was yot an ocean of undiscovered truth. To
accept of any theology, true or false, all ‘‘cut and
dried, put up in convenient forms, tied up in neat
parcels and arranged in logical order,” is destruc-
tive toall progress. Using the words of Professor
Drummond, of Scotland, *There is no worse
enemy to a living church than » propositional the-
ology, with the latter controlling the former, by
traditional authority. TFor one does not then ro-
ceive the truth for himself, he accepts it bodily,
He begins the Christian hfe sot up by his church
with a stuck-wn-trade which has cost him nothing,
and, which though it may serve him all his life, is
just oxactly wortn as much as his bolief in his
church, This pussession of truth thus lightly won
is given to him as infallible. Ic is a system,
There is nothing to add to it. At his peril let *im
question or take from it. Men peirfcrm one great
act of faith at the begiuning of their life then have
done with it forever. All moral, intellectual and
spirivnal effort is ovor; and a cheap theology ends
in a cheap hfo.”

In the progress of the knowledae of truth we-do
not mean to say that truth isnew, for as Lyman
Abbott has anid, “No truth iz new.” Itisonly
man's approhension of it that is new. A new
theology«does not mean n new Bible, but a botter
undersianding of the old Bible. Progress is not
the work of guing beyond the Bible, but rather
going beyond the crudo and tabulated ideas of the

past, coneorning the Bibla, Wy tejoice in the

progress of the sciouces, Wo all admit that won-

e .



