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rins, vast and nagificent thougli they be, are s0 strange and uin-
like a-iy objecs of their kind in otiier parts of the eartb, that they
render littie aid te our efforts te speli out the*story of thc enigin, the
grom-th, ýand the decay of the race whose only meincrials they are.
The domestie utensils found among these ruins may reveal te ns
some faint gliînpses of the domestie life of those who used theni;
tbey tell us ne tale of their ivars and their commerce, their elo-
quence, their mnusic and their poetry.

The discovery of America, and the conquest by the Spaniards of
the half-civilizcd nations of Mexico and Pern, are tepies wvhich
might n9turally be censidered especially attractive te Ainenican
poots in search cf the groundwerk for an epic. These subjeets
have been aduiirably handled in the historical pages of 1Prescott and
Irving; but they have been prudently sbunned by the peets. There
was, indeed, an epic entitied IlThe Columbiad," wvitten by Mr.
Joel Barlow, nearly fifty years ago, which does net, however,
appear te have survivcd the notice drawn down upon it by its faults.
0f its merits,-never haviing been fortunate onougli te meet with a
copy ef it,-we can say nothing.* But ne American, we believe,
Bince Mr. Barlow's day, lias attempted te construet an elaborate
epic, out of the events and incidents cf the voyages cf Columnbus.
And the reason why this subjet-at first view s0 promising-
presenfs diflieulties almost insuperable te a poet cf the preseut time
are very plain and intelligible. lu a review cf IRogerss Poerns,
written by Sir James Macintosh, we have met with a statement cf
these reasons se fuit and se clear, that we are induced te extract the
passage containing it. Speaking cf the pem or pOmentitled
IlFragments cf the Voyage cf Columbus," he says :- hpeetical
capabilities of an event bear ne proportion te, its historical import-
ance. Noue of the consequences that do net strike the senses or
the fancy can interest the poet ........ Whether the voyage cf Co-
luimbus be dcstined te be for ever incapable cf becoming the subjeet
of an epic poem, is, a question 'which ive have scarcely the means cf

anwrn.The success cf great writers bas eften se ltlde corre-
spoiîdcd with the promise cf their subjeet, that we iniglit be almost
tempted te think the choice of a subjeet indifferent......... Th e
course cf agres may produce the peetical gcnius, the. histenical mate-
rials, and tie national feelings for an American epic poemn. ..
At some future pericd, when every part cf the Continent lias been
the scene cf memorable events, when the discovery and conquest
have receded inte that legendary dimness which alIlo.,s fancy te
monld tl, m at her pleasure, the early history cf Ainerica -may afferd
seope for the genius cf a thousand national peets; and whule some
may soften the cruelty which, darkens the daring energy cf C',rtez

* «Ko very great loss to our contributor, as the Poem in question-a te dious
teview ini aine books, cf aU the course of Anierican history, rcpresented as
appeanring te Columbus in visions--would net repày the perusal. It wag pub-
lishcd at Hartford in 1787, and dedicated te Louis XVI., who must have been
highly anuscd at this bit cf republican bornage.&


