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A fewv momrents contemnplationî of tihe above fifrures3 sliotld bc
suflicient to convitico the mîost seeptical of tihe in1lsputable faet,
that there is less crime iii Halton thitn ini any other connty iii
Ontario, and tîmat the dtcrease of crime here is greater thaan in any
other lafce.

lit coincection witlî tliese statisties we inighit f tirtlier notice thiat
thiere Nvere only 3 drunks reported for 1883 frot i alton, while froin
]3ratit tliere wvere 102 drunks; WVellington, 272; Wentworth, 8:39;
Carleton, 344; Peel, 12; Huron, 18; .Norfolk, 39; Sitncoo, 151.;
Oxford, 70; H tig,423; Grey, 52; Ontario, 28.

This gocs a ]ong way to itail anothier anti-Scott lie, narnely
thiat therc is a large ainouint of dIrtnkennless in Halton,greater than
in muost other places, anci grenter Utaîriii i formner years. But look
iit the above figtires and sec liov thcey bear ont that assertion, 3 in
Ifaîton, and aIl the wvay froin 12 ta 839 iii the otîrer counties. ln
1810 there w~ere 7 drunks reported front Halton, and in 1881, 13
drunks. Whiere is tic increase ?

Anotlier inis-statoînent made by the anti-Seotts in othier
counties, is ta the effect that the Act cannot ho enforeed ; that it is

-imîpossible to sceure convictions. Again do kaîoîn fueLs corne to
the rescue, and agatin prove thiese assertions fa.lse. At tire ineeption
of the Act tliere wecî 42 licens d bars in Halton. In 1883 thiere
were 34 persons convicted for violations of Ulic Act. We could not
expeet a more t1ioroughi enfoncemient of any law., We înty furtlier
reniark tiiat since the Act caine in force nearly every liotl-keeper
in the county lias been fined twvice, anid several sentenced ta prison.
In fact so vigvorously lias tire law been enforced thiat nearly one-
hiaif of the liotels are nowv closed up, and only tiiose are yet in the
busine.ss wlhose hanses are necessary for purely liotel purposes.
Thuni iii its power to lesson crimîe and îrnniorality aînong thie people,
,we inust pronounce tire Scott Act VERY <IOOD aîîd wortlby of the
support of thé< people.
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And ever since that time carncst Chiristians have been asking
thenîseives as before God. Il Cari a traffic bc righit and Christian
whîch by its ver>' nature dcstroys miultitudes of men arid wonîien for
uinie and for etcrnity,-ivliicii brings unuitturable nîiscry on thausands
of famailies, wliicli entails poverty, disease and wrctchedness on wives
and cliildren, handing dawn ruincd constitttins ' l future ages, and
whichn causes tlîrce-tourthîs of the crime, and nisi-tentlisof the ulauper-
ismn ii Chîristian lands,-thus inflicting very heavy burdens on socicty,
and very greatly hindering its progress and prosperity ?" Vea, a traflic
wich causes tie wvaste of over 3,000 millions af dollars ycarly in
Christendomn, (the direct cost of wilîi ta Great Britztin is about $700,000,
oaa, about twicc as much as the cost of bread for lier people, which is
$3.o,ooo,ooo, and twelve times as mucb ais the education of ber people,-
namiely, $55,ooo,ooo)-%vhen only about $9,ooo,ooo, not the twentieth part
of the fonds cani be obtaincd wbich are necdcd ta give the Gospel ta the
nations in obedience to the conmmand of Christ; a traoeic wbicb is anc of
the chief lîindrances to the conversion of tbe world. And the number wbo
have came ta the conclusion that it cannot be rigbt bas gone on increasing
in proportion as the sul)jcCt bas heen exammied in the liglit of Christ'
spirit and am, and tic influence of the lawv of lave tilI noîv in mari> places
a nijority are prepared ta vote as Chrisian citizens, that this ruinous traf-
fic mlust ceaise. And we doubt flot that this traffic, like slavery, is destined
ere long to be oveftlirovti. Like slavery it lias its foundation in the spirit
of mammon-worsliip, wlîich too often leads meni to engaige in a wrong or
doubiful business for the sake of gain. Acts i9. There are those indeed
who tell us chat this is flot a question fur tic (:hurcui af Christ, that is for
mînisters or Clistians ta deciue, but as oniy a m atter of municipal and
national arrangement, eînbracing as it does questions of finance and busi-
ness. It is no mare so witii his traffic thin witb slavery ; yct the Christian
public ot Great l3ritain and Amierica deeply feit that it caie under the
condumnatiori of the p)rinciples of aur lîoly religion. T1hie liquar traffic
relates bath ta the moral and spiritual ivelfare of inankind, and therefore.

it is the specill duty nf the Church of God to tâibor fatitthfully for ils entire
suppression, and mceantimce fo.r the lcssening of the cvii. Morality lies at
thc founidation of Christianity. Mlost of aur Lord's sermon on thc Mouint
relates to Christian înorality, and tiiere can be no truc religion without it.
It is folly for any man to cliiîni to be a Chîristian and neglect or tramnple on
the first principlcs of miorality, Iîancsty, truthfulness, teniperance and purity,
or doing to otiiers iis we would that they in like circtinistanccs should do to
us. IThe Church of Christ would bc unfaithful to her high commission il
site were sulent in tluis matter. As Esther said when cvii î%'as thrcatened to
the Jews, so should the Christian Church now say about the resuits of the
liquor traffic. IlHow cain I bear to sce this evil corne upon my people."

Sorne tell us that Ilthe natural condition of mani is flot total abstinence,
but tempecrance." In reply we ask wvhat is temperance but the nioderate
use of that which is beneficial, and entire abstinence froni that which is in-
jurious. Now i is surely evident froin what we have set forth, tlîat the use
of alcoliolic liquors is both unnecessary and injurious, and that the natural
condition of mani is to obtain from aIl, such liquor, or that total abstinence
from alcoholic liquor is flot exceptional, but the designed and best condi-
tion of mari. Thîis indced, is the -united tcstimony of more than two
thousand of the nîost eminent physicians and physiologists of the world,
wvho declare Ilthat the mnost perfect health is compatable with total abstin-
ence fromn aIl such beverages, whcthcr in the form of wine, beer, aie, por-
ter, etc, that total or universal abstinence from all suciî beî'erages of ail
sorts, wvould greatly contribute to the lîealth, the prosperity, the morality
and the happiness of the human family." Such were the vicws of the late
Dr. James Miller, of Edinburgh ; Dr. F. R. Lees, Dr. Carpenter, Dr. D.
B. Richardson, Dr. A Clark, physician to the Qucen, Dr. Normian Kerr,
F.L.S., Sir H-enry Thompson, etc. Sir Benjamin Brodie, Sir jas. Ciarke,
and ather faninent inedical men, declare that mari in ordinary liealth-like
<,îher animals-requires no such stimulants as wine, beer or spirits, and
cannot bc bencfitted by any quant ty of them, large or sinal, nor will their
use during his life increase the agjregatc ainount of his labor. In what-
ever quantîty they are ernpl'.ed they wvili rather tend to dinîinish it.
Liebig, the prince of chernibts, says, Ilhe who uses intoxicants, draws, sa to
speak, a bill on his health which must be always rencwed, because for want
of means hc cannot take it up. He consumes bis capital instead of bis
interest, and the result is inevitable bankruptcy of the body." Sir Astley
Cooper says, "We have aIl been in error in recommending wine as a tonic
-- ardent spirits and poison are convernable termns." T'he leading chenists
tell us that alcohiol causes diseases of the vital organs, debilitates the
vigor of the physical systemn, while it wcakens the mind, and proiotes in
bath premature decay. The tcstiniony of several eminent travelleis and
mnissionaries in both hot and cold cliniates, accord with the tcaching of
inedical science, that inen cari endure great heat and the severest cold
better ivithout alcohiol. WVhat is the meaning of aIl this, but God's own
testimony in favor of the observance of His own laws, which He lias cri-
stanipcd an aur nature, by whicb He shows that the na!ural and proper
condition of mari is total abstinence fromn alcobolic liquors, and by which
I-e aIsn shows His dispîcasure rit the use of intoxicants, as a violation of
His laws? Is it flot then the duty of ail Christians to cone ta the help of
the Lord in this malter ? "'Po hini that knoweth to do good, and doeth it
not, to him iî is sin." Again ive are toid that respectable and Christian
men have long been, and are yet engaged in the liquar traffie. But docs
this prove it right? Assuredly not. Such men were long cngaged in up-
holding slavery. But Christians did flot rest tilI that cvil ivas donc away.
l3esides when public attention is called ta any cvil, the guilt of those who
continue ta uphold it is greiter than before. The progressive character of
thé knowledge of God's wiIl, and of man's rcsponsibility arising froni that,
is oiten referred to in the Scriptures. Our Lord says ta His disciples, I
have inany> things to say unto yoîî, but yc cannot bear them now." God
also bolds comimunities and iridividuals responsible, anid deals with theàn
ACCORDING TO VIEIR OPPORTUNITIES FOR KNOWING lIts WILL This prin-
ciple is clearly set forth by the Apostle Paul, îvhen preachingto the people
of Athiens. IlThe timies of this ignorance God winked ait, but now coin-
mandeth ail men cvcrywhcrc to repent" . T 1 is principle of progrcss in the
moral practice of mnankind, accarding as thèir advantagcs increased, was
also applied by aur Lord ini the matter of divorce so cominon among the
Jews. On this principle we hold that God requires more of Christians in*


