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to the. Lord Jesu sucb manifesttons will
spontaneouly uppear. Matt xxv. 35; Psu.
lxxii. 15; Pua. xiL. 10; cxix. 103; Jer.
Xv. 16.

3. -Martha wu carefil. and cumbered about
muany things-' Too mach attention to worldly
things ig sinful, when we shlow such anxiety
to deprive us of spiritual bonefits. Matt. xiii
22; 2 Tim. ii. 4; 1 Cor. lx. 27.

5. Mary wae an earnent disciple of Jesus.
She sat et his feet and heard bis word.-
Inferiors ehould consider it a privilege and
a duty to learn of superiors They who Bit
at the feet of Jesue now shail sit on his throne
hereafter. Acta xxii. 3; John iii. 2; Prov-
viii. 24.

6. Jesus notices the temper and conduct of
bis people, as he did in the case before us,
and approves or reproves as he sees needful.
Let us demean ourselvos in ail thinge, so as
to roceive at last the commendation Mary
roceived. Zeph. i. 12; Bev. iii. 19; Matt.
xxv. 21, 34.

7. Mary, being much takon up with Christ,
was meek and mild like him. She made no
reply to Martha's complaint. The Lord made
answer for her, however. 1 Cor. xiii. 7;
Matt. x- 16.

8. 1 The one thing neodful' is being takon
up with Christ-being enamoured of him.-
Many othor things are important and
necessary, but this is essential and
indispensie. 1 John v. 12; John iii. 36.-
Indood, union to Christ neessarily includes
every other needful blessing. Matt. vi. 33.

9. Let it be weIl obsered that temporal
blossings porish with the usings. but spiritual
blessings are enduring. 2 Cor. iv. 18; Matt.
vi. 19, 20; Prov. viii. 18.

December. 6th1863.

ISRAEL'S PROMISE.

Josh. 24, 14-33.
In this losson Joshua argues with tbe

cbildren of Israel on the ovils of idolatry, and
on the necossity of serving the true God atone.
And if they would not, stili he gives them to
understaud that h. and bis family had made
op their minds.j

Tii. people V87 eysay promise aul tbatho
recommende; but knowing their flckleneO
and proneneua to idolafry, he stops them shOt't
as it were, and puts thom on reflection: " DY
cannot serve the Lordý-Ye, who have serWo

the gods of ail the heathen round about you-o
ye who are so fickle in your disposition, Od>
se unsanctified in heart-.-ye who have etil'
idole secreted among you-ye serve the Lordl
NO: you muet first put away your idole: for
he is a holy God and a jealou s God; or rath«
he will not bear with your transgressions Ot

your sins. Joshua did not moan to doter th0
people, but only to show that the service Of
a holy God is incompatible with a heart dis
poeed to sin.

Ye a-re witnesaea, 4-c. You have beO
sufficiently apjrized of the difficulties in yoiia
way, of God's holinese, of your own weaknl0d
and inconsistency; the need you have of divine
help and the awful consequences of apoistacY'
and now yo deliberately mnake your choiCO:
reniember thon that ye are witnesses againlt
yourselves; witnesses that you have not beeP
deceived.

It halk heard. How could the stone bO
said te hear? This is a highly figurati1g
expression to mean that as long as that 5t00

should st it would ho a witness that 0hi
transaction had taken place. Every tume tbO
Israelitos saw it, therefore, it wonld remilid
theni of their engagements.

Obs. 1. Itis agood thing to bestrenuou0' 1l
our expressions of determination to sorlU
God, but it is botter to do than to say.

Obs. 2. God is a holy God and roquire5s
holy and entire service--all the heurt. Gwd
will not give his glory to anothor. Uot 10
not try to serve God and mammon.

Obs. 3. Ho who turne away from G
may bo sure that God will turn away frO
him. Ho who loves God and cloaves te
will nover ho forsaken.

Obs. 4. Determinations are easy-te IIneV
them is the difficulty; but God will enablO.
one to keep, bis rood ,determination, i
humbly and sincerely sUk& ï lii pace
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