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got thus far in a long question when an omphatic no
resounded through the rooin.

A question as to how best to retain within the town
the stationery supply te manufacturera, etc., was
answered by Tun ORACLE : If a inan cannot, with tact
and fair prices, keep the trado of his own town ont of
the bands of the travelling pedlar, he deserves to
lose it.

J. G. Cloke moved, seconded by T. J. Day, and re-
solved: That the members of the Booksellers' Associ-
ation of Ontario will not in future buy the publica-
tions of McLoughlin Bros. unless they keep their
books from being slaughtered by the dry goodo peo-
ple of Ontario.

It was resolved that the full office rent of the Asso-
ciation be paid for the coming year, the Secretary
having paid one-half for the year now ended.

The session closed, it beiug considered that there
was not sufficient work for an evening session.

E. A. Cairncross, Shakespeare, and A. C. Osborne,
Penetanguishene, were among those with many city
men who would have been present had there been an
evemng meeting. It was a nistake, as it always is a
mistake not to keep a promise, not to have held a
meeting.

IDIOSYNORACIES OF BOOKSELLERS
AND OTHER PEOPLE.

On your way up Yonge street, Toronto-you have
to walk a good distance to get te 618-you will. se
a novel sign, being an exact imitation of a Canadian
postal card. Samnol Wallace thinks is iwife entitled
to much praise for the novelty of the idea.

''It is a book that will sell," said a King street
saleswoman ; " but not to those who buy books te
match the table cover."

In Brantford the other day, among the tales told
was one that a man comes in yearly to a store, stays
all day picking and sorting ; but there was some con-
solation in the fact that ho usually bought $20 worth.
This was the Simcoe man's tale. The secretary of
the local association says that a rare good chance for
a long talk on a dull day is when six mon come from
a long distance te buy $tO worth of Sunday School
books. Happy are they if they get him to thr.w off
the few odd cents at the close. We think it was the
alderman that capped the whole by telling of four
representing the clîas who came in to buy a desk as
a present for a high grade teacher, and after looking
at many costly articles it was found that they had
nearly two dollars, all told !

" When you get a man pleased with an article, ho
doesn't mind the cost," said TrE ORAoLE. "Don't be
afraid to ask a good price because you have an idea
your neighbour may cut below you."

Good etationery and booke are the only staple
goods for which an increased dernand can be obtained
independent of increase in population. Se much
groceries. so much dry goods, is all the people will
buy ; but as the tasto is cultivated for goods in our
line the demand for books and stationery will greatly
enlarge. It was the New York traveller who made
this wise remark.

Wo must give it, even if it is at our own oxpense :
Tho Secretary was complaining to the Convention
that soma letters regarding organization of local
bodies had not beon answorpd, instancing ono that
was two months provious. It brought the Sharp re-
tort from the president "I think he has taken that
time to try to road it, if I niay judge from some
letters the secretary bas written me."

B. MARCUSE, MONTREAL
, , WILL s1toW 'VUS EEAION<

M
A
Rc
U
S
E
206

MCGill
ST.

Christimas Cards and NoYelties,
Please Reserve a Share of Your Orders.

-- DIPoRTER OF--
FINE-ART GOODS AND

ARTISTS' MATERIALS,

EASTER, BIRTHDAY & TEXT CARDS
SHEET AND SCRAP PIOTURES,

GOLD AND SILVER PAPERS
Decalcomanie, Etc., Etc.

A GOOD BUSINESS OPENING,
The Stock, Lease and Good-will of one of the oldest

established and most widely known Book and Sta-
tionery houses in Canada is offered for sale. The
stock is in excellent condition and such as is required
for a RIoI CLASS TRADE. The store is centrally located
in the prosperous and progressive city of Toronto,
and the business is steadily growing in volume.
Raroly such an opportunity is offered for securing a
really good business : sure te go on increasing as
Toronto grows in size and population. Other busi-
ness engagements sole cause for sale. Principals
only dealt with. Liberal terms will be made.

Address, W.,
care of Booxs & NOTIoNs.
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