
TIIE VMNITARY JOURN<AL.

iiiiiuierous wvortby and busy nliedical p cijtioners 110w ini the city wouid hiave te titra
their attention to sonie otber occupation, or
prè,ctice tlheir profeqsioni elsowhere.

IN OTTAWA, WCe Icarai fromn the Mcdical
D'ifealth Officeî, the public health is on the
wvho]e good. No cases of typboid foyer, nor
ef dipbtheria, have been reported, andi we
have net iearned of any for many wvccks,
Iii Lower Town there are unsanitary con-jditions which demnand carly attention, or if

*there shloulsi be anl importation of choiera
gerrns in the spring there wvil1 be probabiy
suchi ail explosion as wvill do a thousand tirnes
nmore ziamage than coulsi be covered by the

*nount it wouild nowv cost to remove the
',evils. We hope te sec the local board takce

vigorous action in, the inatter at an carly
day. Spring will soon b3 bere. The board
have been ;visely looking alter the ice supply
andi the shaughitcr bouses, bat the conditions
above alludedl to are of greater imuportance.

I',. MINTEALn~ the citizens are becominct
ahlive te f'he necessity of putting thieir "bhouse
in order " andi making preparatiens for the
choiera. The people and the city papars are
speaking eut very plainly in relation Le the
disposal of wvaste mnatters andi dencu.tncingr ini
plainer terins than any city ia C' anada, se
far as wve bave observed, the use of the
p!esent unis ersal vile systemn of out-closet
v -tuts for stering excrata. It appears there
arc atbout teîi thousansi of thesc, cess-pits in
the city-nlot se nmany seemingly as in
Toronto. Thie M1ontreal iIeral truly says:
",There is nothing that pollutes the air se
quickly and withi sucli injurious effeets as
b uman exerata. Nature bias %visely andi
rnercifully made ail sucl imatter offensive te
the senses." A las the senses ef some people

1 appear te be morbidly obtuse, or the pow~ers
tor patient endurance are marveleus.
sA PAVER ON~ SEWAGE DISPOSAL Wvas read

i on the 2nd inst. by Dr. 1. Baker Edwards, chief
Dominion analyst, ini connection, with the

* natural history society of Mentreal, Dr.
Sterry Hunt occupiesi the chair. The read-

ing of tbe paper wvas followed by a ratber

warin and intercstiîig discussion on tac ceaii-
par~~r;e ont f the dlry carth, andi water

carniage systeins, the mnannier in %vbich the
board of~ health pei'forin -,itq (luties, and
the propagation of di:-seaiso by nigit-seil.
In this niany preinient citizens-Mr. Aid.
l\ooncy, Coi. Crawford, Rev. Mr. Campbell,
Mr. Radford, Mr. Olondinninc andi Drs. La-
Rocque andi Nanicss andi otbýeÉS-took part,
amoncfrst whoin we recog~ni7e, thle naines of
quite a numiiber of ehd subscribers to the
SANITA.,RY JouItxu. 1[t was saisithat thelhiw
which dees net permit the board of heaith
te compel the bousehel.ý!x te en ' pty a pit, ne
inaté.er liow large or lav deep it may ho, un-
tii it is fillesi within a foot of the. surface,
prevents that body froni appiying a remedy
te this dreadfo! state of things. And yet
this; is almost the universal law in Canada.
Mr. Rasiford saisi that the people of Montrçal
were ignorant andi asleep with regard te al
matters relating te p~ublic health. Ahi
agreeci that thec sanîtary condition of the
city is basi and neesis te bc iniiprovesi ;ithout
delay.

To H1EÀP's 1-ATENT CLOSET, Dr. Bd-
wards, in his paper, paisi a higli tribute.
H1e saisi, Ilhaving been consttltesi by the
liealth su6-cominiittee on this subjeet I have,
after: due consideratien, strenghy recomniensi-
cd the crematien andi carbonization of the
niglit-soil, and the abolition of ail cess-1pits
and pnivy vaults -wîthin the city, and the
substitution of dry closets andi frequent re-
moval. I believe it te be practicaiiy both-
the besb and chieapest yet devisesi. The -only
practical objection te tbe closet which has
hitherto existesi is remnovesi in Iieap's patent
closet, ini which the fluici is separ-ated. from
the solisi exereta. Th-ese are chaines by the
inventer te be the 4f best in the -world," hav-
ing taken thirteen prîze medals in open cern-
petition wirh Morrell's Moule's an(f-other
îniakers.'
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Se MtUcî CII OLERA bas been givea in
theJOuNÂL ditning the hast few montlis that
hittle miore can be saisi upea it that would
instruer, the reader. We need onhy reiterate
-for wibhi the gencral apathy it can net be


